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From  Canon MICHAEL WEDGEWORTH 
 
ñAnd thereôs Moreé. 
Although I am one of thousands who are truly grateful for the 
music of the Cathedral, past, present and future, this piece 
definitely seeks to strike the óé.and Moreô note.ò 
 
In his typically generous way, our editor agreed that I might 
write something about what I have been doing óoutside the 
wallsô of the Cathedral, but inspired by what goes on within 
them. 
ñAnd by the wayò, JB stipulated, ñI will need some photographs 
to go with it.ò 
 
I have just completed my statutory six-year term as a non-
executive director of the East Lancs Hospitals Trust. ñWhat 
on earth is that ?ò some might ask, and more pointedly, òWhat 

has it got to do with your calling  as a priest? ò 
I hope the pictures might substitute for a thousand words ! 
 
The place ? Ewood Park, March 9th 
2023 
The purpose ?  
ñTo Re-imagine Health and Careò 
The line-up ? Left to Righté.. 
Chris Oliver, Chief Executive of the 
Mental Health Trust for Lancashire 
and South Cumbria 
The Bishop of Carlisle (thank you 
to Canon James Lawrence for all his 
support in the planning of the 
conference, and enabling the Bishop 
to join us, and to Canon Andrew 
Horsfall for being with us, together 
with others from the Cathedral 
Me as Chair of the event 
Dr.Yas Naheed, a GP in Burnley, committed to inter-faith partnership 
Lord Nigel Crisp, keynote speaker, former Chief Executive of the national NHS (in his book, 
óHealth is made at home: Hospitals are for Repairsô, he says ñChurches, temples, synagogues 
and mosques play an enormous role in creating health. There are literally thousands of faith 
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groups offering support, giving guidance and providing funding for their congregations and the 
wider public. And many people mentioned in this book are motivated by their faith. 

 
 
 
The audience ?  
 
Professionals, volunteers and 
charities. 150 of them. 
Energetically discussing how to 
create better health for the people 
of Lancashire.  
 
I hope you are getting the idea. 
  
 
 
 
What, no dog collar ? 
 

To cut a long story short, most of my vocation as a 
priest has drawn me into working with local 
government and the NHS, to find ways to heal the ills 
of society. These are not religious but secular 
institutions, where the ódoingô  of faith is to me the 
most important thing.  
Yes, there are opportunities to talk about faith also 
when it seems natural to do so. For me, in such 
situationsé I do not speak for othersé a clerical 
collar can be a hindrance rather than a help. 
 
Last word. Thank you to the Blackburn based 
charity, IMO, (Inspire, Motivate and Overcome) which 
works mainly with people of South Asian Heritage. 
Their skills  in organising events like this and the work 
they do in our communities are inspirational. 

Thank you, Michael ï your very presence among us is inspirational. 
========================================================= 

 
Karen Au, our former organ 

scholar, gave a splendid 
organ recital on Wednesday 
3rd May ï playing just one 
work ï the whole of Vierneôs 
2nd Symphony ï which 
brought down the house. 
Hereôs the last movement 
with the well-deserved 
applause at the end. 
CLICK Karenôs photo to hear it. 
Courtesy of Terry Givens 

https://youtu.be/ZUR6bc8urMA
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From our former organ scholar, Justin Miller, now 
DoM of Croydon Minster and Director of Choral Music 
at Whitgift School. (Two enormous & prestigious jobs!!) 
 
Dear John,  
Happy Spring! Thank you for my copy of M&M which I have enjoyed reading just 
now. 
   
Back in February we held Martin Howôs memorial service in the Minster. 
(Martin, as you know, was a highly gifted choirmaster who influenced many 
musicians, yourself included.) It took the form of a ócome and sing,ô with many 
of Martinôs former choristers, and some of our own, joining in a performance of 
Martinôs wonderful Requiem Cantata óThe hope of splendour.ô One can tell from 

the content, rousing last hymn, and final solo from the baritone, that Martin was a man of deep faith who knew 
exactly what life and death meant. He is sorely missed. 

 
May your readers enjoy viewing this photo of the service (above). As I mentioned a while back, I stood aside 
for this one, having conducted Martinôs funeral, and asked Adrian Lucas (former DoM Worcester Cathedral) 
to take the helm. Roger Sayer played the organ, and together they did a tremendous job in just one rehearsal. 

 
Thank you for the kind birthday wishes. I spent the day conducting a lovely concert at school (above) -  
we sang the VW Mystical Songs, and Beethovenôs slightly strange Choral Fantasy, a sort of piano concerto 
with some soloists and a choir coming in at the end.  
Next up is Brittenôs The Golden Vanity and Flanders/Horovitz Captain Noah and his floating zoo at the 
Minster, complete with pirate ships! 
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We staged the photo of the Men & Boysô choir in the Minster (above) ï it was just before Evensong rehearsal 
- I had the audio/visual guys come down from school to take it. That is of course, just the boysô choir. The 
picture has been blown up and is now on the side of the music building at school, where it will stay 
for a good number of years! 
  

Justin: This photo of your Music Building at Whitgift School blows my mind!  I had no idea that technology 
had reached such dazzling heights so that high quality colour photos could be blown up and displayed for 
years upon the outside of a building!!!    
You are certainly destined for great achievements in Croydon, Justin. More power to you!  JB 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

From a former chorister in JBôs very first church choir (when JB was still a student In 1953, 
Coronation year!) 
He wrote: Thank you, John, for another interesting, informative and colourful edition of M&M.  
As I had mentioned before, I especially enjoy the links to recordings on YouTube. 
Your use of them has caused me to realise just what a vast source of information 
and entertainment YouTube actually is. It is now not uncommon for me to spend a 
significant amount of time listening, whereas before I had dismissed the site as 
being of little use! 
Take care, stay safe, Tony.  
 
Thanks Tony, itôs always so very good to hear from you. My word, we both go óway back! 
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THE BLACKBURN ARTISTSô 
SOCIETY held another 
exhibition of its membersô 

creative talents:  
This seems to be an annual event ï 
for last year they were in our South 
Transept ï this year they were 
expertly displayed in the North with 
over 100 paintings by members, all 
of which were on sale. 
 
Your editor was immediately struck by a most moving 
painting entitled UKRAINE which poignantly depicts the sorrow of the break-up of families in wartime. The 

cathedral windows were reflected in the glass. 
 

May you have made the most of the opportunity to visit  this so-creative Exhibition ï 
for you will have been thrilled and moved by the great talent we treasure in our midst. 

----------------------------------------------------------- 
JOHN ROBINSON, our talented Director of 
Music gave the opening recital of our Summer 
series of Wednesday lunchtime concerts.  
(Many of our audience take the opportunity to 
enjoy a quick cup of 
coffee in our so-
convenient Cathedral 
Café beforehand ï or a 
more leisurely lunch 
afterwards.) 
 
JR began his recital with a thrilling 
performance of Jean Langlaisô arresting 
music based on the traditional plainsong 
melody of the TE DEUM. 
One hears the ancient plainsong melody at 

intervals throughout in slower notes, alternating with brilliant toccata flourishes for the hands. 
 CLICK the photo of JR to hear his fine performance.   Courtesy of Terry Givens 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i1vHWcVuB1A
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Amongst the appreciative audience for JRôs recital, were father and son, Paul 
and William Fielding ï both former choristers of our Cathedral.  

Photo taken after most of the audience had left. 

 

William, whose exciting news is often featured in 
M&M, for he is a highly talented organist ï studying 
right now with two of the most gifted organists in 
Paris ï one being the organist of Notre Dame. 

William was in Blackburn for a few days as he was 
about to give a recital in Truro Cathedral! 

Paul is a long-time member of the menôs choir of 
Blackburn Cathedral and therefore can often be 
seen in the choirstalls for our Sunday live-streamed 
services. 
 

RACHEL FIELDING (Williamõs Mum) whom many of us remember with delight when she was 
a Virger in Blackburn Cathedral, went with him to Truro and sent this bio of William which 
appeared in the Truro Cathedral programmes: 
 

ñWilliam Fielding, born in Blackburn and a former chorister at the cathedral there, is a student 
of Oliver Latry (Notre Dame) and Thomas Ospital (St. Eustache) at the Conservatoire 
National Supérieur in Paris. 
 
ñWilliam spent three years at St Mary's Music School in Edinburgh, then two years at the 
Royal College of Music (organ and piano). He  was also  organist at the Queen Elizabethôs  
Chapel Royal at Hampton Court Palace, and worked extensively as a collaborative pianist - 
highlights with his colleagues including a two-piano concert tour to Marbella, Spain, with 
concert pianist Ğukasz Krupinski, and a tour of the Czech Republic with violinist Joel 

Munday.  
 
ñWilliam decided in 2020 to immerse himself in the French organ tradition by moving to study with Michel Bouvard (titular 
organist of the St Sernin Basilica) in Toulouse, and then with Yoann Tardivel, at the Toulouse Conservatoire. 


