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YNusic _Llourishes in Slackburn Cathedral /

Blackburn Cathedral Choir: Boys, Girls and Lay Clerks, photo: Allan Holden

after their first Choral Evensong, Saturday 12" September, 2021 John Robinson far R.
' am * u g 3]

Blackburn Chamber Choir photo: Terry Givens

immediately before singing 6 Me s s ona&atdrday 4" December see page s
Back row L-R: Stewart Hopkinson, Philip Davenport, David Barry. Alan Crameri (Chairman), Paul Ryan, Jeremy Duerden,
Ed McCullough, David Arnold, Robert Mitchell and Dominic Morgan (former Maths pupil of Paul Ryan at Sherborne School!)
Middle row L-R: Graham Moon, Jean Duerden, Rachel Shatliff, Sarah Ryan, Helen Williams, Ann Oaten, Lindsey McDonald,
Victoria McCullough
Front L-R: John Robinson, Helen Davies, Mavis Bathe, Joyce Wicks, Alison Givens, Rebecca Weaver, Laura Mitchell, Alizon
Elliott and Kate Fulwell.




A CATHEDRAL CHOIR FAMILY BY SIMON, their Dad

When Toby came home from school one day excitedly clutching a Golden Ticketi nvi t i nBe Ahi m t

singing at school He

Chorister For
was absolutely thrilled!

Having been a member of a
choir for a number of years
myself, and having sung services
in many of the Anglican
cathedrals of England and Wales
(never quite completing the set i
about 30 | think), | knew just what
an amazing opportunity this was.

Ifithadn 6t been
a chorister | would never have
developed my love of choral
music, or my appreciation of the
wonderful and historic places |
have visited and had the privilege
to sing in.

Up until this point the only
musicality that we were aware of
in Toby was that he quite enjoyed

moving about, completely transported by the music.

Fast-forward a few months, and having been accepted most warmly into the choir and the friendliest,

most supportive group of people you could wish for,

Toby very quickly became hugely passionate about

music and singing. He looks forward to singing services and he loves the theory lessons on Saturday
mornings, and through these he has developed a deep understanding of music theory way beyond his
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== and we do spend a fair bit of time there! Ther e 6 s
| denying that having a cathedral chorister in the

years. An education such as this could never be
provided at school. Under J o hn Robi
direction and tuition, He | e n D theofy ¢uitian,
and the faith teaching from Bishop Philip and
Canon Pailing, the full potential of the choristers is
discovered and drawn out.

The benefit to Toby has not just been musical. Being
part of the choir has enabled him to grow in
confidence and maturity and compassion. He has
developed a very inquiring mind and as a result has
some new found interests. He is fascinated by
cathedrals, their features and their architecture, and
can identify most of them from a single photograph
with astounding accuracy! He is also able to speak
with confidence about the intricacies of pipe organs.
Beware 1 i f he finds an
difficult to get him to stop!

One of the best things about the choir is its
inclusivity. There is no class distinction or snobbery,
choristers come from all walks of lifei | 6 m a

and handyman, and Kathryn runs a small pet
boarding business. As a family we feel very much at
home at the cathedral, having been welcomed so
warmly by everyone i music staff and clergy alike,

family is quite a commitment, and at certain times of
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the year it is naturally quite busy, but the payback is
enormous! It is such a privilege, honour, and a
wonderfully rewarding thing for a young person to do,
and to have such a grounding in a wholesome activity
is one of the best starts in life that you could wish for.
It has enriched all of our lives beyond measure, and
although Tobylilg sometines likesits .
make out <xilerd foshe ivhold ichoif thing, [ .
sheds secretly rather pr 9

Tobyds involvement with
he is receiving there, has unlocked a door to the future.
He knows with absolute certainty that his future lies
within music, and as a parent, to know that your child
has that vision and direction is amazing and we will be
eternally grateful.

Our heartiest congratulations go to our former organ scholar, HARVEY STANSFIELD,
who conducted his first Advent Service in his new church, St . A u g y Edgbast@en s

on Sunday 28" November.
Quite clearly he has won the confidence of his choir T which augurs well for his future
in this splendid church where two of his distinguished predecessors (long time ago)
were Sir William Harris and Dr Roy Massey.
ToseeandhearHar vey 6 s Bervicesctick thd matuael below
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And hereds Har vg
by members of his choir after g
that Advent service.
What a happy group of young
people they are!



https://fb.watch/9ADxoXW1Kl/

BOOK THESE BLACKBURN CATHEDRAL WEDNESDAY LUNCHTIME CONCERTS 12.15- 1.15.

Wednesday 5" January: NO RECITAL!

Wednesday 12" January: The brilliant TOM BELL (who attracted a large audience when he
played here in November)

Wednesday 19" January: our own GORDON STEWART i
one of this countrydéds most exciting

4
oML, , St s!

Wednesday 26™" January: Musicians from
i St.Christopher 6s Hi,gh School
directed by our own HELEN DAVIES.

And STAY FOR LUNCH or a coffee AFTERWARDS
in our friendly Cathedral Café.
| t 6 sasysTake the lift, in the cloisters, down two floors.

that the names of the Directors of Music of Blackburn Cathedral
are most attractively displayed opposite the statue
of the Virgin & Chil dnthetefttt he t op

At least i most of them are displayed
but not our two most recent Directors:

SAMUEL HUDSON 2011-2019
JOHN ROBINSON 2019-

This will cost money!

May it be done soon, whilst the
engraving artist is still with us!
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|998'20" Editor of Music & More

john.bertalot@gmail.com



https://blackburncathedral.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9ccdac7edd96176ed9d4ca183&id=2eb5f249cc&e=ec934ee4ec
mailto:john.bertalot@gmail.com

From our former Canon Chancellor, lan Stockton,

who retired to Lincoln with Janet
and now lives very near that magnificent cathedral! 'f

Dear John

We hope that you well.

| write this listening to Janet practising a jazz piece before she
serves a casserole She has her lesson with the Cathedral
Organist, Jeffrey Makinson, tomorrow.

I. I
On Saturday, after the midday Cathedral

Eucharist, a communicant dressed like a pirate, and smelling
strongly of alcohol, asked if he could make his confession or was |
in a hurry? | was due back at home, and though wondering what
crimes he had committed on the high season, | thought that the
wise thing to do was to point him in the direction of the Canon in
residence.

| suspected that this contemporary version of Long John Silver,
but with two legs and no parrot, was also seeking money.

| had bizarre encounters in Blackburn too.

We look back on our time at Blackburn with thanksgiving and happy
memories.

With the meal ended | am listening to ©
the playing of Bach.
All good wishes

lan

We also look back on your creative and so happy years with us, dear
lan and Janet, with considerable nostalgia. Clearly both of you are
enjoying an active retirement in that most historic Cathedral City. JB

L e T T T e L L A B e

In early December we received a distressing phone call from long-time Old Chorister PETER CROWTHER i who was a

TLD chorister and outstanding Prefect, and became a founder member of the Blackburn Bach Choir in 1965. Peter

lives in Lancaster with his wife, Jean, where he was a JP. They have two grandsons, Adam & Charlie, both of whom are
v doing exceptionally well.

He told your editor that very recently after a stroke he discovered that his eyesight has
been seriously affected, so that he could not see objects clearly T which means no more
reading of books (which has been so important to him since he retired).

Heattended t he | ast two Choristersd Rdaespte,ons her
even at that time, not being in the best of health, which shows how much he values and
honours our BCCA Fellowship.

He would | ove to hear f and s §iven peonissiod oritde Ch o r
inclusion of his email and phone number. So PLEASE get in touch with Peter, dear former
choristers i for this is what our Association is all about i to support fellow former choristers

who need to know of our loving concern for them.

And for those who pray, please keep Peter in your prayers.
Phone: 01524-670-96 Peter Crowther email petercOl1@tiscali.co.uk

See much more of Peter in M&M July 2021, pages 6, 7, 10 and 11-15
Thanks indeed, JB

PLEASE NOTE THAT OUR CHRISTMAS AND EPIPHANY SERVICES WILL BE LIVE-STREAMED! See page 13


mailto:peterc01@tiscali.co.uk

A lively account by Graham Moon, Terry Givens & Alizon Elliott (Ed: JB) Photos: Terry Givens

dt went really well T taken at a good lick!ldcommented one of our sopranos. John Robinson directed
from the chamber organ and there was a superbly professional small orchestra i single strings, two
oboes, two trumpets and percussioni we di dndét need more.

Our wonderful soloists (below L-R) have strong connections with Blackburn Cathedral or with our Director of

Music, John Robinson: Angela Hicks ( soprano) began her career as a mer
Girlsé Choir ai
has achieved high
international  status.
(We are very proud of
Angela, whose Mother
is a member of our
congregation);
Camilla Seale
(mezzo soprano) is a
lay clerk in our
cathedral choir. She
has a most impressive
CV: beginning with a
degree in English from
Cambridge, then

further studies in London and Berlin. She is now a post graduate student at the RNCM i and is fluent in

German! ; Matthew Pochin (tenor) was a chorister-contemporary of our John Robinson in Hereford Cathedral

Choir. He too has an impressive CV ranging from recording with HM Chapel Royal Choir at Hampton Court,

to solo recitals in the UK and Europe. Damian O'Keeffe (baritone) has another most impressive CV i from

solo singing with the choir of Westminster Cathedral to preparing would-be Oxbridge choral scholars, for he

was a choral scholar of St. Johnés Coll ege, Cambridge



