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EDITOR’S NOTE 

Welcome to the 2017 
edition of the LCOCA’s 
newsletter. As I men- 
tioned last time, this 
newsletter is really YOUR 
opportunity to keep in touch 
with your cathedral, its 

music and those fellow choristers and songmen 
with whom you shared so many wonderful times 
in music making in the worship of our Lord. 
 

We have had many responses since last year 
which is really gratifying. It is helpful for us to 
be kept up-to-date with family developments, 
cathedrals and churches visited, evensongs you 
have listened to, musical memories and anything 
else which you feel would be of interest. In the 
last year, for example, I have attended 
evensongs at Llandaff & Bradford and the 
organs being played in Nottingham Cathedral 
and Doncaster Minster. Those occasions are a 
real draw for those trained in the Anglican choral 
tradition – as mentioned in our President’s 
message. I am grateful to all contributors – 
notably Richard Belton who does a grand job 
collating much of the information for me. 
 

This being my third attempt at this newsletter, 
please continue to let us have comments on the 
content and what you would like to read in 
future editions. When submitting articles for the 
newsletter, please ensure they are unformatted 
and photos are best attached to emails and not 
included in Word documents. Thanks. 
 

David Fisher    [Chorister 1963-69 & Songman 1970s] 
 

LCOCA CALENDAR 2018 
 

!

March 19th! LCOCA Committee Meeting!
April 21st  President’s Skittles Evening 

(details already circulated) 

May 3rd ! LCOCA AGM 
(details sent late March)!

May 12th ! FCOCA Day at Chelmsford 
Cathedral including the AGM 

Sept 9th LCOCA Reunion 

Sept 14th -16th! FCOCA Festival at 
Peterborough Cathedral  

October 8th   LCOCA Committee Meeting 

MESSAGE FROM 
OUR PRESIDENT 

 

Here at Leicester Cathedral 
we have had possibly more 
than our allotted share of 
Royal pomp and ceremony 
since 2015. However 2017 
has been no exception, 

when the Queen came to distribute the Royal 
Maundy on 13th. April with Prince Philip. This 
service is unique in that it is the only time that 
the Monarch moves towards her subjects and 
presents a gift to them. For those of us, myself 
included, who were recipients it was a very 
memorable occasion. Others will write of their 
experiences, of the magnificent music sung by 
the combined choirs of our Cathedral and the 
Chapel Royal and the grandeur of the service, 
enhanced by the presence of the Yeomen of the 
Guard and other dignitaries. However, nothing 
outshone the smile which H.M. the Queen gave 
to each of us, individually, as she handed us our 
white and red purses of money. It was a day I 
shall remember for the rest of my life. 
 

2017 has also been an interesting year for 
private Cathedral visits including Carlisle, St 
David's, Canterbury, where we attended 
Eucharist service, the men only choir singing 
Duruflé’s Messe cum Jubilo, and likewise 
Salisbury on Christmas Eve, when the girls and 
men sang Palestrina Missa Brevis and Howells 
"A Spotless Rose". 
 

The Choral Tradition of our Cathedrals is unique 
and how fortunate we are that we can now gain 
the spiritual solace and joy, which as former 
choristers we gave to others, within the 
enhancement of worship. 

Geoffrey Carter 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



! 3!

LEICESTER CATHEDRAL OLD 
CHORISTERS’ ASSOCIATION 

PRESIDENT:                 Geoffrey M H Carter 
 

VICE PRESIDENTS: 
Very Revd. Vivienne Faull 
Very Revd. Derek N Hole 

Very Revd. David Monteith 
Very Revd. Alan C Warren 

Revd. Canon Michael T H Banks 
Revd. Canon John Craig 

Revd. Canon Stephen Foster 
Revd. Canon Michael Wilson 

 

CHAIRMAN:                               John Thorpe 
42 Buckminster Road, Leicester, LE3 9AS 

! Email: john.n.thorpe@btinternet.com 
 

GENERAL SECRETARY: (vacant) 
 

TREASURER & FCOCA REPRESENTATIVE: 
Richard Belton 

12 Woodlands Close, Wymeswold, 
Loughborough, LE12 6TF  

Email: richard.t.belton@btinternet.com 
 

MINUTES SECRETARY:      Nicholas Basford 
 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR:            David Fisher 
 

COMMITTEE:    
   Simon Headley, Graham Wright 

Dr Christopher Ouvry-Johns (Ex-Officio) 
Dr Johannes Arens (Ex-Officio) 

 

The Association was founded in 1965 and was 
accepted by HMRC as a charity for tax purposes 
in 2013. It is affiliated to the Federation of 
Cathedral Old Choristers’ Associations which was 
founded in 1910. 

 www.onceachorister.org 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DR. GEORGE GRAY 
MEMORIAL TRUST 

 

CHAIRMAN/TRUSTEE:              David Briers 
7 Houlditch Rd, Leicester, LE2 3FF 

 

TRUSTEES:   Richard Belton    Michael Gray 
John Thorpe    Neil Crutchley   Philip Leech  
Gerard Gray                        Nicholas Basford 

 

This trust is administered by the trustees to 
provide scholarships to the Cathedral Choir and is 
governed by a trust deed dated 8th February 
1983 as amended by a Resolution dated 8th 
March 2010. It was registered as a charity on 1st 
March 1983 under registration number 513625 
and any proposed changes to the trustees are 
ratified at the Annual General Meeting of the 
Association. 
 

MEMBERS NOTES 
Births 

 

To Chris Ouvry-
Johns and Philippa, 

a son, Thomas Henry Delamain who was 
born at 5.01pm on Saturday 13 May 2017, 
weighing 3.5kg (7lb 11oz), much of that weight 
apparently being his hair! 
 

In Memoriam 
 

We were sorry to learn that Tim 
Pigott-Smith died suddenly of 
natural causes on 7th April, aged 70, 
shortly after he was appointed OBE in 
the 2017 New Year’s honours list, as 

reported in our last newsletter. He was 
preparing to play Willy Loman in a touring 
production of Arthur 
Miller’s Death of a 
Salesman, which was 
due to open in 
Northampton that 
week. His wife, Pamela 
Miles, was also to 
appear in the play but 
she had withdrawn 
after breaking a bone 
and needing surgery. 
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Tim was born in Rugby in 1946 and 
educated at Wyggeston Boys’ Grammar School. 
An only child, he was a boy chorister at Leicester 
Cathedral but when he was 16 the family moved 
to Stratford-upon-Avon, when his father Harry 
was appointed editor of the local newspaper. His 
mother Margaret was a talented amateur actress 
and the move was a timely one for a drama-
obsessed teenager: Peter Hall had established 
the Royal Shakespeare Company in the town the 
previous year. The director later said of Tim: 
“The great thing about him is that he now has 
the confidence to make a complete fool of 
himself in rehearsal, and only the great actors 
have that.” 

One of the first RSC performances he saw 
was Paul Scofield’s Lear in Peter Brooks’s 1962 
production and it remained a formative 
influence. “I can still see it. I have pictures in my 
head,” he said when he played Lear himself half 
a century later. 

He studied at Bristol University before 
training as an actor at the Bristol Old Vic Theatre 
School and began his professional career in 
1969. One of his first TV roles came in Doctor 
Who and in Jewel In The Crown he had mixed 
feelings about his role of the sadistic Ronald 
Merrick which made him a household name. 
Other highlights included his portrayal of 
Brendan Bracken in the 1981 series Winston 
Churchill: The Wilderness Years. 
His most recent television performance came in 
the three-part dramatisation of Evelyn Waugh’s 
Decline and Fall, in which he played Mr Sniggs. 
Yet it was the stage which remained his forte. 
“Being involved in something live, chemical, 
fleeting, changing,” he enthused. “It’s the 
possibility of magic.” 
 

[A full obituary with photographs taken from The Times of 
10th April has been placed in our archives.] 
  
 

Stanley Cottom had been a proud 
Associate member of our Association 
for many years. He passed away 
peacefully in Hull Royal Infirmary on 
28th July 2017. His funeral was on 

15th August at Haltemprice Crematorium near 
Hull. 

His son, John, writes “I have some photos 
of my father as a choirboy treble in Hull and 
various books received as prizes in singing 
competitions. I think my father's involvement in 
Leicester Cathedral Choir began when he was in 
the RAF during the Second World War. He had 
been serving in Northern Ireland then was sent 
to Coventry to work night shifts in aircraft 
factories. He was in digs in Earl Shilton so I 
think this would have been sometime between 
1942-1944 (1945-1946 ed). He came back to 
Leicester working as a Commercial Artist [so 
designing advertising and technical sales 
material mainly for Midlands firms] between 
1953 and 1955 again staying in Earl Shilton” 
(and singing in the choir).  

“I think that this was the period of his 
main involvement with the choir. He was 
teetotal before joining. The other Choir 
members claimed that his fruit juice was rather 
expensive and suggested he tried the local 
brew. I think that there was some sort of ritual 
holding a pint of Everards Best Bitter in the air 
to 'Hail Gladdening Light'. There was no holding 
him back from this point. I heard some stories 
about members nipping out to the pub when 
they were not required and slipping back in 
again. The Leicester studio was a branch of a 
national company who closed the office and he 
moved to Leeds. My Dad qualified as a teacher 
in 1970 in Hull in his early 40s. I recently came 
across his graduation photograph showing 
Lecturers in gowns on the front row and lots of 
hippie-ish 20-somethings looking rebellious. My 
Dad is on the back row looking rather Eastern-
Bloc Secret Service. During the 1970s I am 
pretty certain he attended the Annual Dinner 
sometimes staying with George Gray. I moved 
to Birmingham in the 1980s and after the 
Cathedral Dinner he would come over to me. My 
guess is that his last attendance would have 
been in the late 1990's when in his 70s.” 
 

Other Notes 
 

Chris Martyn wrote in April, “I have put a post 
on Facebook, with photograph, announcing Tim 
Piggott-Smith's death. I am a member of the FB 
Choral Evensong Appreciation Society Group (!) 
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and it is only they who will see the post. It has 
already garnered over 100 'likes', a very high 
number indeed. In it I mentioned the fact that 
Tim had been a chorister at Leicester Cathedral 
under George Gray. Always happy to give our 
Cathedral and its choir a bit of publicity. You 
won't be surprised to learn I also belong to the 
Herbert Howells Appreciation Society FB Group, 
which has a much smaller membership.” 
 

For the lunchtime concerts in 
the Cathedral, David Cowen 
played pieces by Guilmant, 
Howells and Bach on the organ 
for his recital in March. A 
committed teacher, David 
regularly leads classes and 

workshops and is an Individual Music Teacher at 
Loughborough Endowed Schools Music School.  
 
In April, Clare Fowler, 
soprano, sang a delightful 
programme of varied pieces 
which was very well received. 
Clare was a chorister from 
2007-2013. After leaving 
school she studied at the University of 
Nottingham and had recently graduated with a 
first class degree in Music. During her time at 
university, Clare conducted four choirs and was 
fortunate enough to have the opportunity to 
conduct in venues such as Notre Dame 
Cathedral. In her last year, Clare was elected as 
the president of Mussoc, one of the University of 
Nottingham’s music societies. She was also a 
choral scholar at St. Peter’s Church, Nottingham. 
Clare is currently training to be a primary school 
teacher at the University of Northampton and is 
a member of the soprano section of 
Leicestershire Chorale.  
 

In October, flautist Freya White, the 
granddaughter of the late Master of the Music, 
Peter White, was accompanied by Anne de 
Graeve on the piano and played John Rutter’s 
Suite Antique. Freya had just graduated from 
Leeds College of Music and Anne also played 
some organ solos on the chamber organ. 
 

Dominic Veall took up the Glanfield Choral 
Scholarship with the King’s College choir, 
London in 2014. He returned to the Cathedral 
with the choir on 21st January to sing John 
Taverner's "Ikons of the Nativity" and Sergei 
Rachmaninoff’s “All-Night Vigil”. On Saturday 2 
September, he performed a cello recital along 
with Sophia Ramnarine featuring a variety of 
classical and popular music. The recital was held 
at the Church of the Martyrs in Leicester and 
they were accompanied by Simon Headley. 
 
After Leicester’s new £13.5 million bus station 
opened in Charles Street in 2016, Roy Birch 
was one of the campaigners who called for 
improvements to be made to make it more 
suitable for blind and partially sighted people, 
most of which would be inexpensive and easy to 
do. 
 
TV star Bella Ramsey (a chorister from 2013–
2016), plays the part of Mildred Hubble in “The 
Worst Witch” being CBBC's adaptation of a 
series of children's books written and illustrated 
by Jill Murphy. Bella was pictured on the flyer 
advertising auditions for boys and girls on 4th 
March for the Cathedral choir headed “Would 
you like to join us? Mildred did!”  

 

Two other former choristers also appeared on 
our TV screens during the year. Tim Belton 
living near Aviemore volunteered to take part in 
the BBC series “How to Stay Young” directed by 
Angela Rippon in conjunction with Newcastle 
University. There were nine volunteers in total, 
covering three consecutive weekly programmes, 
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each of whom had undergone various tests and 
were found to have a body age far greater than 
their birth age. Each person then committed 
themselves to take part in a twelve week 
controlled programme of exercise and diet in an 
attempt to stay young for longer. In Tim’s case, 
who is 51 years of age, his body age was 
discovered to be 90 and he was delighted to 
have managed to reduce this to 75 by the end 
of the programme so let us hope he is keeping it 
up! Adham Fisher was spotted on the BBC 
programme “Pointless” with a friend on 18th 
September 2017, this being the second of two 
daily attempts to win the trophy and the jackpot 
but unfortunately they were knocked out in the 
second round. 
 

Claire Bampton has left her job with Christian 
Aid and is now the Generous Giving Director for 
the Diocese of Leicester. She then was asked to 
help with the Bishop’s rural commission and has 
been dividing her time between the roles, but 
enjoying the challenges of both very much. 
Meanwhile, husband Ed joined the party of 
curates from the Leicester Diocese to visit the 
link dioceses in Tanzania in February which was 
a real life-changing experience for him. Being 
asked to baptise children in a village in Kiteto 
diocese was an amazing privilege for him among 
many others. In September, Ed precipitated the 
change that really affected the whole family, 
when he was instituted as the Rector of Groby 
and Ratby. Ed reports that looking after two 
busy churches is a real challenge, but that 
everyone has been very welcoming and 
supportive. 

George Bryan, who joined as a treble in 2014 
and had been singing Alto, sadly decided to 
leave the choir in May due to the pressure of 
other commitments.  
 
In July we said goodbye and thank you to six 
choir leavers who had come to the end of their 
Sixth form studies and a seventh who was 
moving away from the area for his post-16 
education.  
 

George Blakesley joined the 
choir in April 2009 and, after a 
period as Head Chorister of the 
Boys’ Choir, joined the ranks of 
the altos three weeks later. A 
true all round musician, George 
was also principal clarinet in the 

Leicestershire Schools’ Symphony Orchestra and 
an accomplished pianist, who had performed in 
a recital at Launde Abbey and contributed a solo 
item to the Cathedral Choir’s summer concert 
last year. George has gone to Manchester to 
study Music. 
 
Hayden Cox joined us in November 2015 when 
his family moved back to the UK from Bahrain. 
Prior to that, he was a Chorister at Canterbury 
Cathedral and so brought with him a wealth of 
experience of cathedral music, albeit in a 
different voice part. His strong sight reading 
skills had been a valuable asset to our tenor line 
and we were delighted that he has been able to 
fulfil what has always been his ambition, namely 
to train as a musician with the Royal Marines 
Band Service. 
 
Although only just at 
secondary school, Andrew 
Goodrich had been singing 
second bass for a number of 
years. As his voice had 
developed, Andrew had 
joined first the National 
Youth Choir of Great Britain 
and then the Leicestershire Chorale (as a Choral 
Scholar) and had been having singing lessons 
with Andrew Ashwin & is now with the tenor 
Christopher Turner. Aside from his many 
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excellent solos at the Cathedral, he had already 
given a number of recitals, including in our 
Monday lunchtime series and at Launde Abbey. 
He is now studying singing at the Royal 
Birmingham Conservatoire. 
 
Catherine Pallett was one of three girls who 
were founder members of the Junior Girls’ Choir 
when it started in January 2012 and had been 
singing Cantoris soprano ever since, really 
coming into her own as a leader in the past 
couple of years, not just by virtue of the 
strength of her voice, but also as an excellent 
mentor and role model to the younger girls. 
Catherine gained a place at De Montfort 
University to study Law.  
 
Natasha Pires joined the choir in September 
2008, following in the footsteps of her sister 
Charlotte. Such was the quality of her singing 
that the Director of Music always assumed she 
had singing lessons but this had never been the 
case. Her many memorable solos include some 
of the recitatives from Handel’s Messiah, sung in 
December 2016 in collaboration with Nevill Holt 
Opera. Natasha intended to study Linguistics at 
University College, London, with a view to doing 
a Ph.D., followed by work in either forensic 
linguistics, journalism or research. 
 
Isabela Ramnarine joined the choir in 
September 2009 and moved to the alto line from 
the summer term of 2014, where she had been 
a great asset ever since. Isabela was also an 
accomplished violinist and had also been a 
member of the Leicestershire Schools’ 
Symphony Orchestra for the past few years. She 
won a place to study medicine at Leeds 
University. 
 
Catherine Toolan first joined the Cathedral 
Choir along with her brother, George, in 
September 2008. By Christmas 2011, the long 
journey in from Husbands Bosworth (and the 
fact that they were both in demand as hockey 
players) led them to leave the choir, but I was 
delighted when Catherine got in touch last year 
to say she’d like to sing with us again. She had a 
place at Exeter University to study Physics. 

Josef Laming was pleased to be back at 
Leicester Cathedral in August, where he was a 
chorister under Jonathan Gregory and Chris 
Ouvry-Johns, to give a recital as part of the 
Summer Organ Festival. He is now the senior 
organ scholar at New College, Oxford, where he 
is reading music. As well as playing the organ 
for the daily services in the chapel, Josef’s duties 
include training the choristers, giving termly 
organ recitals, and, recently, playing the 
harpsichord in performances of Bach’s St John 
Passion and Christmas Oratorio. Josef appears 
on the choir’s latest CD, Like as the Hart. This 
year he has enjoyed touring with the choir to 
the U.S.A. and Hungary, where he appeared 
playing Byrd and Buxtehude on Hungarian 
national radio as part of the Filharmónia 
Magyarország festival. He is also active as a 
pianist and has been the repetiteur of the 
Oxford Bach Choir since January 2016, 
appearing with them in concert playing Brahms’s 
Liebeslieder Waltzes and orchestral reductions of 
Walton’s Belshazzar’s Feast and Ralph Vaughan 
Williams’ Sea Symphony. Prior to Oxford, Josef 
spent a year as the organ scholar at Gloucester 
Cathedral, where he worked with Adrian 
Partington and accompanied the Cathedral choir 
in the premiere of a newly-discovered work by 
Hubert Parry. He has a passion for early music 
and period performance, and enjoys playing the 
harpsichord for the Oxford Bach Soloists and the 
Bate Players, Oxford’s new student-run 
historically informed performance ensemble. 
 
Arthur Southorn sang as a bass songman in 
the Sunday Evening choir under Dr George Gray 
and retired to Wells in Somerset where he 
volunteered as a Cathedral Guide. He was 
pleased to meet up with old friends again when 
the Leicester Choir sang the services in Wells 
Cathedral for a week some years ago. He has 
now moved back to Uppingham. In 1986, whilst 
at Wells, Arthur put together a collection of 
cathedral anecdotes, entitled “Barchester 
Revisited” recited to, or experienced by him, 
mostly at Wells Cathedral, covering many years 
from 1924. The only anecdote recorded from his 
Leicester days was as follows: “As Leicester 
Cathedral Choir approached Ely on one of the 
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yearly September choir outings, we could all see 
down the road leading into the town from our 
western approach a hotel by the name of “The 
Lamb”. One wag then sang “O for a closer walk 
with God” – Stanford (also EH445 or AM 630) – 
“A light to shine upon the road, that leads me to 
the Lamb”. He remembers the choir being given 
a talk by Dr Arthur Wills. Arthur still keeps in 
touch with our Chairman, John Thorpe, and has 
sent him a copy of the booklet if anyone would 
like to read it. 
 
Shane Hull wrote in June “I thought you might 
like to know what happened to the Provost 
Screen after it was removed along with the 
Choir Stalls to accommodate the final resting 
place of Richard III? My brother Kim Hull 
tracked down the wood from the Salvage 
Company and purchased the Screen (see photos 
attached). He then stripped down the timber 
and made me a very special and unique inlaid 
Chess Table for my 60th birthday! The Chess 
pieces were sourced from the United States and 
appropriately feature figures from the 15th 
Century. The whole project took him around 6 
months from conception to completion. A well-
known piece of the historic fabric of Leicester 
Cathedral now takes on a new life and pride of 
place in Norwich!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Simon Mold has again been busy with his 
Ricardus Consort, a choir of experienced singers 
connected with the Cathedral. In June they gave 
a concert in the medieval chapel at Launde 
Abbey and in September, a concert in the 
Cathedral as part of the lunchtime concerts. 
 
Julian Gregory is still singing 
tenor with the King’s Singers 
and wrote in October “We’re 
about to enter The King’s 
Singers' 50th Anniversary 
season (founded in 1968), so 
it’s all getting rather busy! We 
have around 150 concerts 
between November 2017 and December 2018 
across North America, Europe, Asia and 
Australasia. Our main UK concerts will be 
Saturday 13th January 2018 at St John’s Smith 
Square in London, and Tuesday 16th January 
2018 at King’s College Chapel, Cambridge. 
 
Adam Piplica is living in Leeds and works in 
the city centre in financial planning and wealth 
management. At the weekends he regularly 
sings services as an Alto Deputy Songman in 
York Minster, Ripon Cathedral and Leeds 
Minster, as well as performing concerts with the 
Ebor Singers in York. 
 
James Oldfield was due to return to Leicester 
to sing in a concert with the Leicester Symphony 
Orchestra in the De Montfort Hall in celebration 
of the life and talents of Malcolm Sargent, 50 
years on from his death, but was forced to 
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cancel due to illness. His recent concert 
appearances include Mendelssohn Elijah with the 
London Symphony Orchestra, Orff Carmina 
Burana with the RTÉ Symphony Orchestra 
(broadcast live), Rossini Stabat Mater with the 
RTÉ Concert Orchestra in Dublin, Handel 
Samson with the Irish Baroque Orchestra, Haydn 
Nelson Mass with the Manchester Camerata and 
with the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, a new 
commission by John Barber for ROH2 at the 
Southbank Centre, Walton Belshazzar’s Feast 
and Verdi Requiem with De Belgische 
Kamerfilharmonie, Handel Messiah with the 
Huddersfield Choral Society (recorded live), and 
Mozart Mass in C minor in Gdansk for Polish 
radio.  His operatic engagements include Achilla 
in Handel Giulio Cesare for Opera North, Clito in 
Handel Alessandro for the London Handel 
Festival, Ludd in Ludd and Isis for Royal Opera 
House 2, Figaro in Mozart Le Nozze di Figaro for 
Garsington Opera, and Nick Shadow in 
Stravinsky The Rake’s Progress for Gothenburg 
Opera. In 2010 James received the Leonard 
Ingrams Award from Garsington Opera.  
 

This photograph was taken at a rehearsal for 
“Stabat Mater” in Beverley Minster. 

James has his own website at www.james-
oldfield.com.  

 

Charles Paterson writes “I am currently Music 
Director of Broom Leys Choral Society, of the 
Choir of the Priory Church, Deeping St James, 
and also now Recorders Galore, the 

Peterborough branch of the Society of Recorder 
Players. I'm also still busy with composition: a 
carol commissioned by the Richard III Society 
had its first performance at their annual carol 
service in the church at Fotheringhay on 
Saturday 16th December, and a cantata for 
chorus, children's choir and piano duet called 
Christmas is Coming!, commissioned by 
Stamford Choral Society, had its first 
performance at their Christmas concert on 19th 
December. Also, following the Cathedral 
Chamber Choir CD launched in October, my 
Concertino for Descant Recorder and Strings is 
due to be recorded by John Turner and the 
Manchester Sinfonia in January 2018 for a CD to 
contain similarly short works by other composers 
such as Bryan Kelly and Thomas Hewitt-Jones. 
All rather exciting! 

Meanwhile my son Richard, as of 
September 2017, is now Head of the Music and 
Liturgy Department at Chichester Cathedral as 
well as continuing as a Bass Lay Vicar, and he 
and his fiancée Livvy are due to be married next 
July.” 
 

Paul Morley has sent an updated report on 
Jayne’s Memorial Fund which helps young 
musicians and which is continuing to grow, five 
years since Jayne passed away. Jayne’s former 
nursery nurse and close friend, Lisa Woolley, 
continues to give tirelessly of her time and 
hosted another coffee morning/summer event 
which raised £570. Paul is now thinking of future 
developments and hopes to launch a website to 
make the charity more visible and more 
accessible to a wider number of people locally. 
 

David Fisher is now chairman of the Leicester 
Music Society and has had pleasure this season 
in welcoming several Old Choristers to speak at 
the monthly meetings: Tom Williams [Ripon], 
Paul Spicer [New College, Oxford] and Chris 
Ouvry-Johns [Derby] with me [Leicester] 
taking the December session. Details are on the 
LMS website. David is completing a choral work 
for Leicestershire Chorale directed by Tom 
Williams (with David Cowen at the organ) to 
be performed at St. Aidan’s, New Parks, on June 
30th. 
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LEICESTER, SOUTHWELL AND PUDSEY BEAR 
 

We left Leicester Cathedral in the summer of 2015. Peter 
Needham had been successful in gaining a place at 
Southwell Minster School and a place as a chorister in the 
Cathedral Choir. With the excitement of new 
opportunities, came the sadness at leaving Leicester and 
the trepidation of the lifestyle changes necessary to make 
this happen: not least giving up my post as Head of Music 
in a secondary school, and taking supply jobs to be able to 
get him there! Several twists of fate later and I now find 
myself teaching in the most amazing and magical primary 
school at Radcliffe of Trent. The school prides itself in 
providing not only a high quality academic curriculum, but 
also those experiences beyond, which lead to well-
rounded, enlightened, happy children. Music, and 
particularly singing is highly valued and inherent in the 
culture of the school – suiting me down to the ground! My 
Head Teacher approached me with the news that the BBC 
had called to invite us to take part in the regional ‘Children 
in Need’ choir.  Before long, the sheet music, rehearsal 
tracks and backing tracks popped into my inbox and 
rehearsals started in earnest. 
 

 ‘Somewhere over the rainbow’ is a song that 
everybody knows, everybody can sing, but to sing it well 
is really hard. We built up the melody with the main choir. 
We worked on intonation, keeping the leaps smooth, 
accurate and clearly articulated. We worked to ensure 
ends of phrases were held on for the full three beats and 
then, where appropriate, rounded off or enunciated with a 
clear consonant. It’s a hugely optimistic song, and so 
expression in abundance and the obligatory TV smiles 
were the next order of the day. Aside from the melody, 
there was a tricky, chromatic harmony, with some 
rhythmic challenges. The harmony group practised every 
lunchtime, with a determination to be the very best they 
could. Occasions such as this help to motivate and inspire, 
pushing performance work to another level, and our 
children were certainly no exception. East Midlands Today 
came to school to film a 
rehearsal and interview 
staff and pupils for a 
news item, Radio 
Nottingham did likewise, 
but both were hugely 
upstaged by the 
appearance of Pudsey 
Bear himself! 
 

When the day finally arrived, we set off with two coach 
loads of children to Nottingham’s Albert Hall. A seven-hour 
commitment for 26 seconds of national TV coverage did 
raise one or two questions, but once at the venue, the 
well-oiled cogs of the BBC machine rolled into motion and 
we were able to appreciate and enjoy the whole process. 
The children were based in the ‘green room’ downstairs 
and taken up into the hall at various stages through the 
evening for rehearsal time and for short appearances on 
live TV for East Midlands Today, live interviews and for 
those “let’s see how they’re getting on in Nottingham” 
moments, that are inherent in the Children in Need 
production. 

Finally, we were taken upstairs for the main song, 
which would feature the ‘bounce’ around the nation. Our 
26 seconds, I am told, is a very generous allocation in 
national TV terms, and the fact we appeared near the 
end, after Wales (singing in Welsh) and just before the 
final return to London, emphasized the value of the 
opportunity we had been given. I was slightly concerned 
that, getting towards the end of their seven-hour ordeal, 
our children may be flagging and not perform to their 
best. I needn’t have worried as they rose to the occasion, 
did us all proud and sang their hearts out. Secretly, 
between you all and me, the BBC in London told us (off 
the record) that Nottingham had been the best region by 
far. I admit I am slightly biased, but have to agree 
wholeheartedly. 

Back at the 
Minster, Peter continues 
to develop his experience 
and love of singing church 
music. He is now Deputy 
Head Chorister and takes 
his role very seriously, 
both by leading the 
singing on Decani and in 
his support for younger choristers. Southwell is all-
encompassing, school and cathedral requiring a seven 
day-a-week commitment, but the pay-off is immeasurable. 
He continues to blossom in confidence and in December 
opened the first of the Cathedral Carol Services with the 
first verse of ‘Once in Royal David’s City’. Another happy 
twist of fate found him recently recording a solo, on the 
choir CD, of a beautiful carol by Leicester’s own Simon 
Mold! Perhaps someone somewhere is telling me that our 
singing days with Leicester aren’t over quite yet! 

Robin Needham 
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Addendum 
 
In last year’s newsletter there was a brief 
mention of the death of Revd. Christopher 
Finch who followed Revd. Derek Buxton as 
Precentor of Leicester Cathedral. Christopher 
was at the cathedral from 1969-73 before 
becoming Curate-in-Charge and then Rector of 
Little Bowden 1973-81. He then served as Vicar 
of Evington from 1981-99. Later positions 
included Priest-in-Charge of St Philip's, Leicester 
(1995-99); Lower Dever Valley (1999-2000) and 
Rector (2000-07). He and his wife Susan had 
two children David & Clare. Christopher was a 
long-term member of the Royal School of 
Church Music and an accomplished organist. As 
Precentor of Leicester Cathedral he was much 
involved with music and he proved an 
enthusiastic promoter of all that is best in church 
music. He died on 29th April 2016 aged 74. 
 

FEDERATION REPORT 
!

FEDERATION OF CATHEDRAL OLD 
CHORISTERS’ ASSOCIATIONS 

 

The Federation has still not been successful in 
recruiting a new editor for the “Once A 
Chorister” magazine, so we were very much 
indebted to our Chairman, Alastair Pollard, for 
taking on this role in 2017. Associations were 
invited to send him their usual notes and the 
2017 magazine was produced. I circulated the 
link to the magazine by email or a paper copy 
where applicable to you all in December. I hope 
you enjoyed reading it. You will have read the 
various reports about the 2017 Festival, AGM, 

2018 Tour and much more. There were a couple 
of photographs in the magazine taken at the 
2017 festival at Norwich and here are two more 
by courtesy of Stephen Coleman, their 
newsletter editor. 

 
The 2018 AGM will be hosted by the Chelmsford 
Association on 12th May. As you will have read in 
the magazine, there is more to an AGM than just 
a meeting. There are some associations that are 
unable to accommodate a weekend festival for 
one reason or another, but are able to provide a 
day’s programme of events to include a couple 
of hours for the meeting so don’t be put off from 
attending! The 2018 AGM is being hosted by the 
Peterborough Association from 14th to 16th 
September. Full details will be circularised when 
they are available. 

Richard Belton 
Association Representative 

!
LEICESTER CATHEDRAL 

MUSIC FOUNDATION 
 

The Leicester Cathedral Music Foundation, 
registered as a charity number 1164872, was 
officially launched in the Cathedral on 9th 
November 2017. The following is an extract 
from the letter included with the invitation to 
attend the launch: 
 
“The Music Department at Leicester Cathedral 
is an important part of the public face of the 
Cathedral, both in the day-to-day rhythm of 
regular worship and on special occasions, such 
as the Easter Day broadcast on BBC One in 
2014, the Reinterment Services for King 
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Richard III in 2015 and, most recently, the 
visit of HM The Queen for the Royal Maundy 
Service earlier this year. Away from the 
Cathedral itself, our Choral Directors deliver 
weekly classroom tuition in 25 schools across 
the City and County through our schools’ 
singing programme DioSing!” 
 

“In order to support this valuable work, the 
College of Canons has set up a Music 
Foundation, which will be formally launched in 
the Cathedral on the evening of 9th 
November. This event will showcase the work 
of the Music Department and will include 
performances by our choirs and staff 
musicians.”  
 

A copy of the Launch Brochure is 
attached/enclosed which gives details of who to 
contact if you require further information. 

Richard Belton 
!

MAUNDY SERVICE 
 
On Maundy Thursday, 13th April, the Maundy 
Gifts were distributed to 91 men and 91 
women in the Cathedral by The Queen. 
Leicester was the only Cathedral where this 
ceremony had not taken place. The recipients 
included three members of our association, 
namely Geoffrey Carter, our President, 
whose setting of the first half of the Gloria 

Patri, written for use with Reading Responses, was 
sung at the service; Michael Gray, one of our 
Patrons, and John Thorpe, our Chairman.  
 

Thanks to the generosity of our Association, the 
Cathedral Choir had been kitted out with new black 
music folders and these were brought into use for 
the service. Each folder has 'Leicester Cathedral' in 
gold lettering on the front and the support of the 

Association is 
acknowledged on the 
inside with the wording 
'2017 Donated by the Old 
Choristers' Association' – 
see photo later in this 
newsletter. 
 

Geoffrey writes “We had to 
be at the King Power 
Stadium before 8.45 a.m. 
to board coaches to take 
us to the Cathedral and so 
made an early start for me 
from Loughborough, but as 
the schools were on 
holiday, our journey was 
much quicker than 
expected. The organisation 
getting 364 recipients and 
guests from the stadium 

went amazingly smoothly and we arrived at the 
Cathedral by 10.10 a.m. Time did not drag; to 
splendid organ playing, processions of choirs, 
yeomen of the guard, wandsmen, civic dignitaries 
and church members all took their places and 
awaited the arrival of Her Majesty the Queen and 
Prince Philip. I think this was one of the most 
amazing days of my life. Like other state occasions, 
much planning and rehearsing had taken place to 
ensure that the service was very moving.  We each 
took part in an ancient pageant and act of worship 
where the Queen comes to her subjects one by one, 
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giving not only the special purses, but her own 
wonderful smile.” 
 

Michael said “It’s an amazing day to remember. I’ve 
never seen anything like it in all my years here at the 
Cathedral. As the Queen gave out the money to 182 
people, she was always moving but she made eye 
contact with everyone and it was a fantastic 
moment.” 
 

John was fortunate to be well placed at the service 
for the official photographer when the distribution 
took place  

 
 

 

On 4th May, the day of our association AGM, 
Geoffrey, Michael and John brought along their gifts 
and had a photograph taken after Choral Evensong. 
 
 
Many more memorable photos of the special day in 
the life of the cathedral (such as the one below of 
the choirs processing into the cathedral) were 
displayed in the Great South Aisle after the event  
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ARCHIVES - Richard Belton 
 

Diana and I celebrated our Ruby Wedding 
Anniversary in 2017. The photograph below 
shows the members of the Cathedral choir who 
sang for our wedding at Hallaton Church on 2nd 
April 1977.  

Fortunately all the choir members signed 
an Order of Service including Peter White and 
Geoffrey Carter who both escaped being on the 
photograph - no doubt still in the church playing 
the organ and tidying up the music respectively. 
I can put the names to the faces of all the 
songmen but sadly only to a couple of the 
choristers. It is unlikely that any of you reading 
this can help me out but please do get in touch 
if you can. 

The choristers' names are Michael 
Johnson (sixth from the left next to me), 
Christopher Stobart, Richard Beardmore, Jon (or 
Jim?) Robeson, Ian Dennis and Simon Dennis 
(third from the left and fourth from the right - 
but who is who as they were identical twins!), 
Nicholas Benson, Andrew Pitts, William 
Tyldesley, Sebastian Graff-Baker (second from 
the right), Timothy Ridding and Nicholas 
Herbert. Sadly none of the choristers are 
currently members of our Association. 

The songmen are, from left to right, Stan 
Throsby (tenor), Ken Tyro (alto), Roy Sawbridge 

(bass), Lionel Hamer (bass), John York (tenor), 
Geoff Cox (alto), Ron Swann (tenor) and Roy 
Dixon(bass). Ken is the only songman on the 
picture still with us. 
 You will remember that there was a 
“gallery” of framed photographs of the choirs, 
organists and OCA reunions on the walls of the 
Old Song School. After the music department 
moved into St Martins House, most of them 
were hung in the Gardiner Room, the new 
practice room, along with our notice board. The 
remaining ones, plus a few more which have 
been discovered, including one taken in Charles 
Hancock’s day!, have now found a home and 
hang on the wall of the corridor leading into the 
Robing Room. The years that the choir 
photographs were taken are 1920’s, 1925, 1930, 

1943, 1968, 1983(x3), 
1994(x3), 1997, and 
2001(x2), the latter 
ones including the girls 
choirs. 
Derek Goodman was 
delighted to see the 
photograph from the 
1920’s and writes “The 
two Goodmans, Charlie 
and Herbert are, I 
think, relatives and I 
was something like the 
fifteenth member of 
the family to be in the 
Cathedral/St Martin’s 
choir. The Sharps who 
were choristers are 
also my family 

members, cousins of my father.” 
 

Next time you come along to an event, do 
have a look at them. 
 

If you have any documents, pictures, etc. that 
you would like to include in the next newsletter 
and/or for our archives, do please send them in. 
 
 

On the next page, for example, there is a truly 
historic photograph taken in 1959 of Dr George 
Gray conducting the Cathedral choir. I am the 
smallest chorister nearest the camera on cantoris 
(the right hand side) and my father is the second 
songman in from the far end on the row behind.  
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CHOIR NOTES 
The year began with another successful round of 
recruitment to the Boys’ and Junior Girls’ Choirs. 
The Choir Open Afternoon was sponsored by the 
now not so new website choralevensong.org. I 
also visited a larger number of primary schools 
(nearly 30) than in previous years, which 
resulted in an increase both in the number of 
enquiries from the parents (19 boys and 50 
girls) and the number of children who came 
forward for audition (15 boys and 25 girls) and 
once again 5 boys and 5 girls took up places as 
probationers after Easter. 
 

As well as maintaining the regular pattern of five 
choral services weekly, the Cathedral Choirs 
undertook a number of extra engagements. The 
annual Four Choirs’ Festivals, which took place 
in Coventry Cathedral for the Boys and Songmen 
in February, included an introit written in 2012 
as a GCSE composition by (now former) 
Leicester Chorister Anna Thomas. The Senior 

Girls enjoyed their trip to Southwell Minster on 7 
October, which included two pieces new to our 
repertoire: a set of responses by Michael Walsh 
and Philip Moore’s anthem All wisdom cometh 
from the Lord, and was the first time that the 
Songmen had sung with the Girls at this event. 
On Easter Sunday, the choir was once again 
joined by Arden Brass this time for a 
performance of Jongen’s Messe en l’honneur 
du Saint-Sacrement. Of course, for many the 
highlight of the Spring Term was the visit of HM 
The Queen for the Royal Maundy Service, when 
the older Boys and Junior Girls and Adult 
Songmen sang alongside the Gentlemen and 
Children of the Chapel Royal. (See separate 
article with photographs).  
 

Tom Good sang the solo in Hear my Prayer by 
Mendelssohn at a concert of choral and organ 
given at De Montfort Hall at the end of the 
Summer Term, which also included such 
favourites as Ireland’s Greater Love and 
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Stanford’s Ye choirs of new Jerusalem and 
concluded with Parry’s I was glad. 
 

The Senior Girls and Songmen sang choral 
evensong at St Andrew’s Church, Aylestone, 
with their Girls’ Choir for the Feast of St Michael 
and All Angels, including Harris’s anthem Faire 
is the heaven, while the Junior Girls and 
Songmen sang Mendelssohn’s For he shall 
give his angels on the eve of that feast. The 
Boys, Junior Girls and Songmen sang the Fauré 
Requiem on All Souls’ Day, while the following 
Sunday, the Senior Girls and Songmen 
performed the Duruflé Requiem. 
 

The schools’ singing programme DioSing! 
continues to flourish with the Brockington Choral 
Project, bringing together pupils at Brockington 
College with children from its feeder primary 
schools performing Captain Noah and his 
Floating Zoo. A similar project is planned for 
Charnwood College in the summer of 2018. 
Choirs of DioSing! children also performed 
Leicester Cathedral, where they presented a 
cycle of songs by Lin Marsh entitled Earth, Sea 
and Sky. 

Chris Ouvry-Johns, Director of Music 
 

CATHEDRAL CHAMBER CHOIR 
 

On 15th October, the Cathedral Chamber Choir 
launched a CD of music by Simon Mold and 
Charles Paterson entitled ‘The Beatific Vision’. 
Some of the music on the CD is familiar: 
Charles’s Communion Setting ‘The Bells of St 
Martin’s’ has been in the Cathedral Choir’s 
repertoire ever since it was composed twenty 
years ago, while Simon’s anthem ‘In olden time 
and distant land’ is regularly sung by the Junior 
Girls. Other pieces will be less well known 
including Simon’s St Woolos Mass, Charles’s 
setting of verses from the end of Isaiah 40 ‘They 
shall mount up with wings like eagles’ and his 
‘Ite, Missa Est, Alleluia!’ It also include three of 
Charles’s carols, ‘Make we joy now in this fest’, 
‘Adam lay ybounden' and ‘In the bleak mid-
winter’. 
The CD is priced at £10 and I should be pleased 
to let anyone have a copy upon receipt of a 
cheque payable to “Leicester Cathedral”. 

Richard Belton 
 

ARCHIVES – David Fisher 
 

During the year, there 
was a splendid 
exhibition of historic 
photos of the cathedral 
many produced from 
glass negatives. The 
exhibition was 
excellently curated and 
prepared by Kashu 
Bian [pictured below], 
a student from the 
University of Leicester’s 
Museum Studies 
department. I was so fascinated by the images 
that I am grateful for the help from Harry 
Russell, Project Assistant for Leicester 
Cathedral Revealed, for supplying really good 
digitised copies of these images which will form 
a major part of the next LCOCA newsletter – 
some of which are included in this one.  
 

CATHEDRAL QUIZ – Graham Wright 
 

We are grateful to Graham Wright, a stalwart of the 
choir, the Songmen Emeriti, the wider cathedral 
community and the LCOCA committee for providing 
this quiz. Revisit the cathedral to find out the 
answers or wait until next year to see if your 
knowledge is up to scratch! 
 

1.   There is a Columbarium in the cathedral. 
Where is it? 
2.   The transition from the square tower to the 
octagonal spire is called a _ _ _ _ _ _ spire. 
3.  What are the three tiers of openings in the 
spire called? 
4.   There is room above the Vaughan Porch. 
What is its architectural name? 
5.   Where is St Francis depicted in the 
cathedral? 
6.   What is the correct date of the Font?  
7.   Where is there a Piscina in the cathedral? 
8.   There is an original piece of Norman 
stonework inside the cathedral. 
      Where is it? 
9.   What is the first recorded date of there 
being a St. Martins Church?  
10. The arcades (arches) either side of the nave 
date from which century?  
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LCOCA 2017 
REUNION REPORT 

 
Following a format adopted last year, in which 
our AGM and Reunion take place on different 
occasions, the 2017 Association Reunion took 
place on Sunday 10th September. John Thorpe, 
our Chairman, had read a lesson at the 10.30 
Eucharist, and the rest of the 
day was based on Choral 
Evensong at 3:00 pm.  The 
service was sung by the Senior 
Girls and Songmen of the 
Cathedral Choir, joined by 
those members of the 
Association who felt able to and 
had attended the rehearsal 
beforehand.  Responses were 
by Rose, canticles were the 
Evening Service in B minor 
by T. Tertius Noble and the 
anthem Henry Balfour 
Gardiner’s Evening Hymn 
(sung in Latin.)  The Old 
Testament Lesson was read by 
Nicholas Basford (Association 
Minutes Secretary) and the 
New Testament Lesson by 
Philip Leech (choir parent and 
a trustee of the Dr George Gray 
Memorial Trust). 
 
The presentation of hymn book 
awards from the Cathedral to 
those who have completed their time as Boy and 
Junior Girl Choristers took place after the 
anthem, presentations being made by the 
Precentor to Candice Young, Millie Burgess, 
Jonathan Leeming, Thomas Good and 
Edward Hallam. 
 
After the hymn, ‘Let all the world in every corner 
sing’ the Chairman of the Old Choristers’ 
Association and the Director of Music made 
presentations of the Association Book Awards to 
Luca Calardo-Cooper, Jonathan Leeming, 
Edie Richards and Anna Cowen. 
 

A chorister may be awarded a ‘Cathedral 
Scholarship’ or a scholarship provided by the Dr 
George Gray Memorial Trust.  The Director of 
Music explained that Cathedral Scholarships may 
be awarded to any members of the choir, 
whereas scholarships from the Dr Gray Memorial 
Trust are available only to trebles.  All 
scholarships are now awarded annually after an 
application process as reported in our last 

Newsletter.  Most have 
been used to fund singing 
lessons, the purchase of 
musical instruments or 
instrumental tuition. 
 
The Precentor and Director 
of Music presented 
Cathedral Scholarship 
cheques to George 
Blakesley, Logan Bott, 
Darcie Furniss and Clara 
Richards. 
 
David Briers, Chairman of 
Trustees of the Dr George 
Gray Memorial Trust, 
presented cheques to 
Clara Leech, Sofia 
Tansey, Maisie Lambert, 
Damien Hollis, Thomas 
Good, James Upton, 
Elizabeth Nattrass and 
Natasha Pires.  Each of 
these scholarships itself has 
a title, often commemora-

ting an individual endowment to the Trust.  
David used these names during his presentation.   
 
Certificates were presented to Richard Arens, 
Jonathan Leeming and Clara Richards, who 
were admitted to the Association. 
 
Chris Ouvry-Johns thanked the Old Choristers’ 
Association and the Trust for their continued 
support and reminded members of the choir of 
the closing date for applications for new 
scholarships.   
 

John Thorpe [Chairman of LCOCA] 
admitting Jeremiah Fitchett to the 

Association – see page 19 for details 
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The service ended with the Cathedral Choir 
saying the RSCM Choristers’ Prayer, the prayer 
of the Federation of Old Cathedral Choristers 
Association being said by old choristers and 
followed by the Grace. 
 
All present then adjourned to the Cathedral 
South Aisle to enjoy the refreshments ably 
provided by David and Marilyn Brooks (choir 
grandparents.) Old choristers attending the 
event included those in the present day choir 
and seven others, of whom the furthest travelled 
(from Somerset) was Malcolm Gregory. 
 
Memories 
 
The author can well remember Dr Gray 
explaining that T. Tertius Noble was so called 
because he was the family’s third son.  So scroll 
forward to a recent episode of ‘Victoria’ in which 
the Queen was asked to grant a commission to a 
character named Septimus.  “How many 
brothers does he have?” Victoria was heard to 
enquire… 
 
As a small boy, singing Balfour Gardiner’s 
‘Evening Hymn’ in English, I recall finding his 
setting of the words ‘Banish the dreams that 
terrify, and night’s fantastic company,’ 
particularly scary and effective.  

Nick Basford 
!

DR GEORGE GRAY 
MEMORIAL TRUST 

 
The 2017 Annual Meeting of the trust was 
held on 7th September at 42 Buckminster 
Road, Leicester by kind invitation of John 
Thorpe.  The main item on the agenda was 
an invitation from the Dean to discuss the 
possibility of the trust becoming part of the 
new Cathedral Music Foundation. After 
considerable discussion, which also took into 
account the views of Dr Gray’s wider family, 
the majority vote was not to accept the 
invitation and a letter was drafted 
accordingly in reply. It was however agreed 

that two trustees would see the Dean with the 
letter and explain the thinking behind it. 
 

The annual accounts for the year to 30th 
September were presented. These showed 
assets of £104,453, donations and tax recovered 
on those donations totalling £537 and 
scholarships awarded totalling £2,400. 
 

Since the year end, the trust has received a 
donation of £1,000 from the estate of Stanley 
Cottom (see page 4). 
 

To help ensure the continuity of the trust, we 
are pleased to report that Gerard Gray and 
Nicholas Basford have both been appointed as 
trustees.  
 

The names associated with the Scholarships are: 
  

Dr George Gray 1 and 2 
Leicester Cathedral Old Choristers’ 
Association 
Friends of Cathedral Music   
Bishop Ronald and Mrs Cicely Williams 
Stephen and Mary (nee Gray) Harland 
Helen Jean Cope Trust 
Lionel Hamer (former songman) 
 
All scholarships, including those offered by the 
Cathedral, are recorded in leather bound 
registers and we are grateful as always to Chris 
Martyn, a former songman and choir parent, 

who continues to 
update these for us 
on a regular basis.  
Finally, our thanks 
are always 
extended to David 
Briers for acting as 
Chairman/ 
Administrator, ably 
assisted by his wife 
Julie on the 
secretarial side. 
 

Richard Belton 
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LCOCA 2017 AGM REPORT 
 
The Association’s AGM, held on Thursday 4th 
May, proved to be something of an Ancient and 
Modern affair this year… 
 

Ancient because a member of staff at the venue 
kindly lit the gas lamps before the 
commencement of our proceedings.  Modern 
because the venue was the upper room at The 
Globe Inn, the first time that an Association AGM 
has been held on licensed premises. 

 
The theme continued; Messrs. Carter, Gray and 
Thorpe being suited and booted in their best 
suits and Peter Collett armed with his up to 
the minute camera, to record three gentlemen 
who had previously met the Queen at the 
ancient ceremony on Maundy Thursday. 
 
The rest of the event returned to the format 
established last year.  Those attending had 
enjoyed Choral Evensong; responses by Clucas, 
canticles Collegium Regale by Howells, with 
the anthem being Britten’s Jubilate in C.  Rev. 
Canon Rosie Fairhurst (Canon Chancellor) and 
Rev. Emma Davies (Acting Succentor) had 
admitted Jeremiah Fitchett to the Association 
and John Thorpe, our Chairman, had presented 
Jeremiah with his certificate [photo on page 17]. 
 
Sandwiches provided by The Globe were 
enjoyed after evensong and John Thorpe then 
welcomed those present and opened the 

meeting with a prayer, particularly remembering 
Tim Piggott-Smith who had died in April. John 
also welcomed Mrs Green as Association 
Secretary, following her appointment 
subsequent to last year’s AGM. Apologies had 
been received from twenty-four members. 
 
John referred to his report, as published in the 
Association Newsletter and thanked David Fisher 
for his hard work in producing this publication. 
 
Referring again to the Newsletter, and the 

request from Mrs Marion 
Nelson regarding her late 
husband Peter’s time in 
the choir, Dr. Ouvry-Johns 
was able to report that 
Ron Webster had 
contacted him and would 
shortly be in touch with 
Mrs Nelson. 
 
A financial report for the 
year appears elsewhere in 
this newsletter. 
 
The assembled company 

agreed that the move to a new venue had been 
a success and that The Globe could be used for 
future meetings. 

Nick Basford 
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The cathedral from the 
grounds of Wyggeston 
Boys’ School [later 
Alderman Newton’s 
Boys’] c.1890 

More pictures from 
St Martin’s past 

 
If you do find some 
interesting pictures of St 
Martin’s from the past or 
present – do let us have 
them for next year’s 
newsletter. 
 
For example, the photo 
below left is the committee 
of the Leicester Organist’s 
Association in 1948 with 
George Gray in the front 
centre. Can anyone identify 
any of the other 
gentlemen? 

Aerial views of the cathedral past and present 


