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Wells Cathedral Choir rehearse under the direction of their
Organist and Master of the Choristers, Matthew Owens.
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I am pleased to welcome you all to a new era in the
ongoing life of the Federation of Cathedral Old Choristers
Associations.
We live in an ever changing world, and FCOCA is no
exception. On a very sad note Michael Barry editor of
this publication for many years died on 10th March 2016
after a long illness. Michael had devoted much time and
energy to revitalising the magazine for which we all owe
him a great debt of gratitude. Circumstances have
worked against us but after much discussion it was
agreed at the Wakefield AGM this year that an electronic
publication would be prepared which could be read on a
computer or printed in the high street. The result is this
publication which is as far as we could establish a complete set of reports sent from the various associations. If
there are any omissions in this edition please accept my apologies. We have
tried very hard!
We have had a number of other changes on the committee recently. I would
like to take this opportunity to thank Ian Henderson and Richard Belton for
their many years of service as Chairman and Secretary. If you would like to
join the committee as Magazine Editor or Secretary you would be most welcome.
Alastair Pollard. Chairman FCOCA chairman@fcoca.org.uk

Wells FCOCA Festival 2016

Please download full details from www.fcoca.org.uk
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Belfast, St. Anne’s Cathedral Past Choristers’ Association
The Very Rev. John Mann, President
Federation Report, 2015
Our first event of 2015 was joining the Cathedral Choir on Sunday, 15th February to sing Evensong. The music on this occasion was the most adventurous so far, including the Thomas Ebdon
Responses, Charles Wood’s Evening Service in Eb and the Parry I was glad.
At the AGM on Tuesday, 24th March in the Cathedral (chaired by the Dean), it was decided to
restructure our administration after the adoption of reform proposals which the Committee had
considered in October, 2014, when planning the 2015 AGM. These involved (i) dispensing with
the Offices of Chairman, Vice-chairman and elected Committee, and (ii) the creation of a
‘Secretariat’, consisting of the old Committee, the Past Choristers present at the AGM, and any
other members who would like to assist in the administration of the PCA on either a permanent or
part-time basis (depending on available time and the skills required at any given moment).
It was agreed that these revisions would help to secure the survival of our Association and enable
a greater range of events. Happily, so far, this is proving to be the case. We were delighted with
the number of Past Choristers who attended this important meeting and express our appreciation
for their support and encouragement.
One of the first successes of these new arrangements has been the creation of a Past Choristers’
Facebook page by former chorister Ian Monro. This has been a great success with many people
visiting the Page, seeking information on, and presenting photographs of, past choristers. We
hope that this also will develop in the years ahead.
The Past Choristers, once again, sang at the first hour of the solemn Three Hour Service on Good
Friday. This year, David Stevens (Master of the Choristers) had our Past Choristers singing not
only the hymns but an anthem (an arrangement of the spiritual Were you there when they crucified my Lord?). We hope this can be expanded in the future.
Our Annual Dinner took place in October and last month and was a splendid success. Some forty
people gathered at Knock Golf Club for a delicious meal and warm friendship. We were delighted
to welcome our guest speaker, Mr Clive Scoular (a former adult chorister), who entertained us
with wit and fond memories of former days in St Anne’s Choir. It was also a great joy to welcome
a number of ‘friends’ (former adult choristers, their families and friends) who became interested in
the Dinner through the new Facebook Page. Some of these ‘friends’ date back to the days of
Captain C J Brennan, the first Organist and Master of the Choristers at St Anne’s. It was also
wonderful to welcome Mr Christopher Boodle, a former Assistant Organist at St. Anne’s, back from
Gloucester. Chris continues to take an interest in our Association and has many happy memories
of his time at Belfast. It is our sincere wish that our ‘friends’ will continue their interest in the
Association over the coming years.
Later in October, a small group of our Past Choristers joined the Cathedral Choir to sing Choral
Evensong. Musically, this was a challenging but most rewarding experience. The music included
the Sanders Responses, Stainer’s B flat Evening Canticles and They that go down to the sea in
ships by Sumsion.
In terms of individual successes, we extend our heartiest congratulations to Past Chorister the Rev
Paul Arbuthnot who was installed as Minor Canon and Sacrist of Westminster during Evensong at
Westminster Abbey on September 13. The Minor Canons of Westminster are responsible for all
worship and liturgy in the Abbey, in St Margaret’s Church, and in the Chapel of St Mary Undercroft
within the Palace of Westminster.
We also extend our warm congratulations to Mervyn Collins, Senior Tenor at St Pauls Cathedral,
London, for reaching his thirtieth year in the Choir of this great Cathedral. Mervyn was a chorister
in St Anne’s Choir with Harry Grindle, and studied music at Surrey University and the Guildhall
School of Music and Drama. Throughout the years, Mervyn has sung as a soloist at many highprofile recitals, broadcasts and concerts here in Britain and Holland, including singing the part of
Evangelist in the Bach Passions at such wonderful venues as St Paul’s Cathedral and York Minster.
Peter Hunter
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Birmingham Cathedral Old Choristers’ Association
Federation Report for 2015.
This year marks the tercentenary of Birmingham Cathedral, marked by a full programme of
events including a “Festival of Voices” telling the story of the Cathedral and the City. These
were slightly interrupted by the partial closure of the Cathedral for major internal renovations
in the autumn: the new lighting, in particular, is a benefit for the choir.
As last year’s report was omitted from the magazine by an oversight, we should record that
David Hardie is now in his second year as Assistant Director of Music and Nick Morris likewise
as Assistant Organist. The following six boys left the choir in 2014: Ashley Smith, Oscar
Laight, Yann Belling, Thomas Shingleton, Karl Frater and Robert Frater. In 2015, the
ranks of the Association also welcomed Maryam Azmat and Matthew Igoe.
The Association held its AGM on 6th September 2015, following Evensong in which several Old
Choristers sang with the choir. After a mass mailing of all members, it was agreed that we will
only send out electronic communications in future, in order to reduce administration costs. In
addition, a Facebook page is providing a means of sharing information between the Cathedral
and Old Choristers. Next year, the AGM will be held after evensong on Sunday 18th September
2016.
In addition to a busy programme of events in Birmingham, the choir visited Leipzig in October,
singing at Bach’s Thomaskirche and Naumburg Cathedral. In 2016, alongside radio broadcasts
and a performance with the Birmingham Royal Ballet in February, the choir will be involved in
two art installations, one directed by Old Chorister Roger Hiorns, recently shortlisted for the
Turner Prize. Other Old Choristers in the news include Ravindhi Murphy (née Nathavitharana),
who was a member of the Institute of Cancer Research team on University Challenge, and
Matthew Perry, spotted playing the timpani in July at the televised First Night of the Proms.
Andrew Wyatt, a former Organ Scholar & Choral Scholar, was made an Honorary Member of
Birmingham Conservatoire in June.
Hugh Houghton

BLACKBURN REPORT 2015
HIGHLIGHT of the year in Lancashire was without doubt celebrating the 50th anniversary of Blackburn Cathedral Choirs’ Association - previously known as the Old Choristers’ Association – with the
annual reunion weekend in September.
It was a wonderfully successful event attended by large numbers of Old Choristers from around
the world.
Saturday began with the annual general meeting when the new Senior Old Chorister Graham
Chapelhow was welcomed by chairman Stewart Hopkinson. After a rehearsal, members were
joined by the cathedral choristers to sing Evensong.
In the early evening the Young People’s Choir provided a concert which included songs both
sacred and secular, plus solo singers and performances on piano and organ. It was a thoroughly
entertaining concert which had been started the previous year and has now become a regular part
of our annual festivities.
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The dinner was attended by more than 90 people – a record for the event. A special welcome
was given to Tony Murphy who had flown from America especially for the reunion. Other longdistance guests were founding member Bryan Lamb from Cambridgeshire, and Constance Heald
from Ely. Graham Chapelhow was presented with his chain of office by retiring SOC Stephen
Holmes and the evening ended with entertainment from another OC, Gavin Norris, who sang in
the style of Michael Buble.
Another 50th anniversary was celebrated during the year – the golden jubilee of the Renaissance Singers, a chamber choir based at the cathedral and formed in 1965 by the then director
of music (and now Organist Emeritus) Dr John Bertalot originally called the Bach Choir. They
gave a wonderful concert in celebration of their achievement. Fiver present and past conductors
were there, present director Samuel Hudson, Gordon Stewart, Richard Tanner, Dr Bertalot and
James Davy – all of whom conducted the choir in special pieces.
We were saddened to learn of the death of former SOC Phil Wilson in February after a short
illness. Phil first joined the cathedral choir as a boy treble in 1961 and sang continuously
throughout the rest of his life in the choir stalls. A highly gifted man, Phil had many passions
and was a runner-up in a final of the BBC’s Mastermind. His Requiem Eucharist was attended by
a huge congregation, many of whom were deeply moved by the liturgy.
The cathedral choir visited Paris in the summer, singing at historic churches St Sulpice, La
Madeleine and Sainte Trinite and later thanked the Cathedral Choirs’ Association for a donation
of £1,000 towards the costs of the trip.
No fewer than five Blackburn organists attended a two-day conference for the Cathedral
Organists’ Association at King’s College, Cambridge. They were present director Samuel Hudson, Dr John Bertalot, and three former assistant directors, James Davy (Chelmsford), James
Thomas (St Edmundsbury), and Ben Saunders (Leeds RC).
Enormous progress has been seen in the creation of a Clergy Court in the grounds of the
cathedral as part of a £34million scheme which has already seen the building of a 40-bedroom
Premier Inn hotel and an office block in what is known as the Cathedral Square. Bishop Julian

Henderson officially laid the foundation stone for the Clergy Court in February and work is now
nearing completion.
The building provides accommodation for all the clergy in self-contained apartments, refectory,
library and meeting rooms, plus accommodation for music department staff, and virgers and their
families. The Cathedral Court includes the first cathedral cloister to be created in this country for
500 years and there will be an attractive garden and fountain and a large underground car park.
ALEC STUTTARD
Bury St. Edmunds Cathedral
Director of Music’s report
St Edmundsbury Cathedral Choir September 2014 - August 2015
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It gives me great pleasure to report on the activities of the St Edmundsbury Cathedral Choir from
September 2014. The list that follows is generally of activities undertaken in addition to our
weekly round of choral services.
September 2014
7 It was a delight to appoint Harry Mayall as Head Chorister, the post having been in abeyance
for a while, and Sol Franklin and Ethan Grimwood as Deputies. Tudor Weyers
joined us as a Probationer and has already endeared himself to us all.
21 An excursion into the diocese to sing Evensong at Great Thurlow (having sung it at the Cathedral earlier)
28
With sadness but much gratitude we dismissed Archie Garland from the choir.
October
4
Diocesan Choirs’ Festival at Beccles - a long day but good to be encouraging many
other singers in an enjoyable act of worship.

30

November
16
Ashley Brinkley joined as a Probationer which means
all three Brinkley children are singing in
one of our choirs,
Kaitlin being a soprano in the St Cecilia
Chorale and Nathan
already a chorister.
Also on that day we
installed Jamie
Sparkes and Reuben Grimwood as
Choristers. This means
that all three Grimwood boys are currently Choristers. I
can’t thank all these
marvellously supportive families enough!
23
The closing
service of the Diocesan Centenary celebrations – a once-in-a-lifetime act of worship,
rich in variety.
The Advent Procession went extremely well at the slightly earlier time of 5 p.m. which
had the advantage of not being accompanied by the tolling of St Mary’s Church bells.

Advent and Christmas were rolled into one yet again. Former chorister Dr Joshua Seldis was
adjudicator of the ‘Once in Royal’ solo auditions, as a result of which Thomas Upton sang beautifully at the beginning of the 9 Lessons and Carols service; a service particularly notable for
containing a carol ‘Christmas Bells’ written by a current chorister, Henry Alexander.
January
11
We bade farewell to Harry Mayall as a loyal and devoted Head Chorister. I was delighted to appoint Sol Franklin in his place and, as Head Chorister elect, Ethan
Grimwood. All three boys have shown outstanding commitment and support both to
the choir and to me, for which I am immensely grateful. Harry immediately joined the
St Cecilia Chorale as a tenor. We also blessed an enormous plough outside the South
Door after Evensong on that day.
February
8
A termly outing into the diocese, this term to visit to All Hallows’, Ipswich, to sing Evensong
March
8

Evensong for the Royal Courts of Justice, enhanced by three trumpeters (Harwood in A
flat is particularly suited to the addition of extra trumpets!).
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14
21
April
1
25
26
May
10
16
18
July
12

A concert jointly with the choir of Chelmsford Cathedral. Entitled ‘I sing of a maiden’,
all the music performed was in honour of the blessed Virgin Mary, it being the eve of
Mothering Sunday. A most enjoyable occasion with lovely music and good company.
Five Choristers successfully sat the Bishop’s Chorister examination; sadly no-one else
from the Diocese entered.
The BBC made a long-awaited return to broadcast Choral Evensong live on Radio 3.
This was in the middle of our usual, busy Holy Week.
Bishop’s Choristers’ Awards Service sung by our 5 plus their friends. Bishop Graeme
Knowles kindly presented the awards.
Ethan took over from Sol as Head Chorister
Termly visit, this time to Barrow Church, where our Music and Liturgy Secretary, Kim
Judge, is a Church Warden. A very good tea was provided afterwards.
The Choristers participated in an excellent performance of Britten’s War Requiem with
the Bury Bach Choir and a choir from North London.
choir’s involvement in the enthronement of the 11th Bishop of St Edmundsbury & Ipswich – including two world premières, one by Malcolm Archer and one by me.
dismissal of no fewer than seven Choristers: Henry Alexander, James Bradley,
Oliver Cannon, Sol Franklin, Ethan Grimwood, Drew Stark and Evan Sykes
and one Choral Scholar - Henry Pakenham

August
The annual choir camp was great fun, if rather wet at times. It was splendid to welcome a new
but very experienced Chorister, Henry Skillern, who came to us from Rochester Cathedral
where he had been Head Chorister, and had to leave the choir at the end of Year 8.
The Colts Choir (junior boys) currently numbers 28 after a successful recruiting campaign last
year. They enjoy singing Evensong monthly and giving a termly concert. We also audition girls
for the St Cecilia Juniors (junior girls) who currently number around 30 and sing Evensong twice
a term.
The St Cecilia Chorale (youth choir, SATB) currently numbers 22 with a couple of girls joining
from the St Cecilia Juniors, which was very heartening. They sing a monthly evensong and a
termly Eucharist on a Sunday.
The St Edmundsbury Singers (ladies choir) numbers 24 and continue to flourish from Dan’s expert and meticulous direction; they willingly provide music for all sorts of services during the
year, including monthly Evensongs.
My customary but always heartfelt thanks go to my colleagues: Dan (Assistant Director of Music),
Philip (Precentor), Philomena (Chorister Supervisor), Katharine (Chorister Singing tutor), Polly
(Animateur of the St Cecilia Juniors) and Kim (our Liturgy and Music Secretary).
James Thomas
Report for the FCOCA from Canterbury Cathedral Old Choristers’ Association
(September 2014 to September 2015)
Since the A.G.M. in September 2014, our Committee decided to contact some of our younger
members with a view to reducing the average age of its members, and bring younger minds to
bear on various topics. Three members subsequently were co-opted.
The Association’s accounts were a condition to make donations to the Choristers’ “Cantoris” Fund
and the Cathedral Endowment Fund.
At a meeting in March 2015, one of the new Committee recommended that we open a Group
Facebook page with links to our website, which was agreed.
It was decided to repeat the evening Dinner format for the 2015 Reunion, and to subsidise the
meal price for members in full-time education.
A trio called “Good Gnus” was engaged to provide entertainment after Tea- (two Lay Clerks accompanied by the Master of the Choristers on piano, performing humourous songs by Flanders
and Swan and others).
The Editor of our Newsletter wishes to retire, and a replacement was sought.
Another new member suggested a new format for the 2016 Reunion on the 10th September next
year to reduce the cost to attendees, involving a Barbecue in the Precincts where people would
bring salads and their own drinks. The following year could be a more sophisticated Gala reunion.
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Choristers leaving next year are: Francis Shepley, Henry Bersey, James Press and Freddie Rupp.
David Bone (Hon. Secretary, CCOCA)
Canterbury Cathedral Choir 2015

As 2014 came to a close, the sequence of BBC TV programmes on Canterbury Cathedral was being
shown. These reflected the life of the Cathedral throughout the previous year and featured the
Cathedral’s musicians amongst all our colleagues in their various lives. The programmes were
repeated four times in all over the next few months and it was quickly obvious how popular they
had been. Our congregations were even larger than normal, which was a thrill.
Spring of 2015 saw a visit by HM the Queen with HRH the Duke of Edinburgh to unveil two new
statues on the west front of the Cathedral. A special service was held and the ceremony followed,
after which the Royal party were able to greet representatives of the Cathedral staff, including the
musicians. It was a memorable occasion, particularly so with the two fine, new statues gleaming
white by the west door.
After Easter, the Cathedral choir embarked on a two-week tour of southern USA, giving nine concerts in 14 days in wonderful places stretching from Houston, Texas to Orlando, Florida. The choristers counted nineteen standing ovations as the concerts were so rapturously received by the
audiences. Being in the south, there were a number of new experiences: trying grits for breakfast,
enjoying “proper” southern food, but also seeing alligators face to face. This happened both at the
Kennedy Space Centre, where they were to be seen in the drainage dykes around the compound,
and also at the St Augustine Alligator Farm. The timetable mentioned that the choristers’ visit
would begin at a certain time but didn’t mention the time when we should be collected!
Re-

Page 11
membering our former colleague Duncan Perkins continued, first of all with the interment of his ashes
(his will determined that it should be a rainy day and that the Lay Clerks should get wet – sadly this did
not happen!) and secondly with a performance of the Verdi Requiem by the Cathedral choir and many of
Duncan’s former friends, colleagues and students. It was an amazing event and a particularly good way
to show our gratitude for Duncan’s posthumous generosity to the music fund.
The summer term came to a close after a wonderful concert of Venetian repertoire with members of the
Academy of Ancient Music and students from the Guildhall School of Music. To perform this music with
such specialist and gifted colleagues was a real joy and we look forward to further collaborations.
The start of the new choir year welcomed our new Second Assistant Organist, Adrian Bawtree, to the
team. In sharing the accompaniment, especially of the Girls’ Choir services, he is a great asset to us.
He comes to join his son, Theo, who is already a chorister. We welcomed five new boys and a new Lay
Clerk, Jonathan Stewart, to complete the team which will look towards the gathering of all the Primates
from the Anglican Communion for a conference here early in 2016, and the opportunity to support them
and the Archbishop in their work and ministry.
David Flood 17.12.15
Chapel Royal Choristers Association FCOCA Report 2015
The Royal Maundy Service this year was held at Sheffield Cathedral with the two choirs singing well
together.
The annual joint Evensong with the choir from Hampton Court Palace took place in the Queens Chapel in
May with tea in the gardens of Marlborough House followed by a football match which resulted in an
honourable 3 all draw.
The 2015 AGM was held on 5th July 2015 attended by 30 members and guests in the Queens Chapel,
courtesy of the Sub-Dean, with a buffet lunch under the Colonnade in Colour Court.
This year saw the 600th anniversary of the battle of Agincourt when King Henry V was accompanied by
the Chapel Royal on the battlefield. There was a special service of celebration and remembrance at the
Chapel preceding a visit to the scene of the battle. The Queen gave permission for the Chapel Royal
choir to return to France in October to celebrate the choir’s participation in the great battle in 1415.
They visited Azincourt singing psalm 93 at the site of the battlefield and then moved on to Paris visiting
Notre Dame, the Eiffel Tower and the Musee D’Orsay with a cruise on the Seine to finish.
Carol services proved even more popular than last year with Classic FM again recording the Carol Concert in the Ballroom for broadcast on Christmas Eve. Cameras and lights were also there to enable a
video to be made for the Classic FM website. The Chapel at Kensington Palace was full to overflowing
last year and with requests to attend for this year up by 50%, the carol service was moved upstairs.
Earlier in the week the Christmas Party for children of members of the Household was held in the Royal
Mews where the choir sang a programme of carols.
During the year Roman Guarente, Harry Fetherstonhaugh and Michael Clayton-Jolly left the choir after
many years service.
At the end of the Queen’s Christmas Message this year, the choristers were seen at Buckingham Palace
singing “Away in a Manger”.
Chester Cathedral
2015 was a quiet year for the Chester Cathedral Choristers' Association from an activity prospective. In
2014 we made a decision to drop the word "Old" from our name to encourage the most recent leavers
from both the boys and girls choirs to join us and ensure the Association remains buoyant. We hold our
Annual Reunion Day on the same day as our AGM in November and this year the number attending the
AGM was down on the previous one as there were no significant changes to the constitution planned.
Our Reunion Day (at the Mill Hotel, Chester) started with the AGM which included the Cathedral's Director of Music, Philip Rushforth and the Canon Precentor Jeremy Dussek. Despite reduced attendance, a
lively discussion took place and we were informed of the Cathedral Girls' Choir
holding a 20th year anniversary of its founding in May 2016. Details of this will appear in the next edition of OAC. Our Reunion Meal followed the AGM with members and their family and friends enjoying
the usual fine cuisine at our venue before we made the short walk to the Cathedral for Evensong.
Once again, 10 of our members joined the Cathedral Choir in singing the Canticles, Brewer in D and the
Anthem, Greater Love by John Ireland. We would like to thank the Director of Music, Philip and the Assistant Director, Ben Chewter for allowing us to sing and for taking the rehearsal.
In 2015 the Cathedrals' Assistant Organist, Geoff Woollat moved to his new post at Manchester Cathedral and we'd like to thank him for his past support for the Association. One of our younger Committee
members and a driving force behind some of the changes to our constitution, Laura Rushforth left the
Choir and gained a place at the University of Manchester. We wish her all the best in her studies. A
number of Choristers left both choirs this year and the Association presented them with a leaver's certificate and 5 years complimentary subscription to the Association, another of our recent Constitution
changes.
We unfortunately lost a number of members this year including Arthur Fidling, Stewart Dawson, John
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Bowdler and Peter Dentith whose names were read out during our Reunion Day at the Old Choristers' Window. There are no plans for a Summer Event in 2016, so our next event will be the Reunion Day in November, however a number of our members will attend the Federation Festival.
Our Facebook page is beginning to take off and anyone wishing to read it can find it at https://
www.facebook.com/groups/723532221026689/. Thanks to Laura Rushforth and Alice Capper for
their work in encouraging people to join the group.
Jeremy Jones
Association Secretary.
ChristChurch Cathedral, New Zealand
In February 2015 I stepped into the role as Director of Music for ChristChurch Cathedral following
the retirement of Brian Law. Mr Law has left big shoes to fill, and I’m pleased to say that the
Cathedral Choir is maintaining a very high standard in its daily services.
Each week during term time the choir sings six services, which is a unique feat in this part of the
world. The Cathedral community is now in its third year of carrying out the Opus Dei in the
Transitional Cathedral (aka “Cardboard Cathedral) while we await a decision to be made regarding
the fate of the earthquake damaged Cathedral Square, just a few blocks to the west of the
Transitional Cathedral.
In addition to becoming accustomed with the repertoire and daily routine of the Cathedral Choir,
we immediately organised a short tour to sing in Dunedin the weekend of 28 June. On that Sunday morning we sang in St Peter’s Caversham for their patronal feast and in the afternoon sang
Evensong in St Paul’s Cathedral. We are most grateful to our hosts in Dunedin for such a warm
welcome and for being so accommodating.
August saw the annual visit from “The Oxfords,” a group of six singing men from Oxford University who augment the Cathedral Choir for services and also sing services and concerts in the Church
of St Michael & All Angels and Christ’s College. In the past this group came from Christ Church
Cathedral, Oxford, but this year the six exceptional young men came from Magdalen College
(Rupert Dugdale, Francis Gush, Maximilian Lawrie, Joshua Newman, Will Pate, and Lewis
Spring). Their voices wove seamlessly into the fabric of the Cathedral Choir. Their programming
was particularly innovative in their weekly concerts, which included programme titles such as
Music and Monarchy, Life and Death, Top of the Pops, and Men of Magdalen.
In November The Very Rev’d Lawrence Kimberley was installed as the sixth Dean of Christchurch. In addition, the Cathedral has a new Associate Dean, The Rev’d Stephanie Robson.
On 29 November our Year 5 probationers received their surplices, thereby being admitted as full
choristers. Congratulations to Liam Allen, Edmund Davis, Angus Gifford, Yong Sun, (Year 5), and
George Ladley (Year 6) on being named the next generation in the succession leaders in the Cathedral Choir.
December has been a seasonally busy month with the choristers singing various carol recitals in
addition to the predictable round of Christmas services. The choristers took one of their carol
recitals off site to sing in Ballantynes Department Store, entertaining holiday shoppers with the
sounds of the season.
Christmas Day Eucharist was the final service sung by our Year 8 choristers and the final full choir
service of our academic year. Congratulations to Albert Bell, Andrew Garbett, Kane Jones, Deacon
McClusky, and William Simcock as they go on to their next level of academia.
JOHN LINKER
Director of Music
ChristChurch Cathedral, New Zealand Choir Association
2015 has been a year of change at Christchurch.
We saw the arrival of our new Director of Music, Mr John Linker, early in the New Year, and towards the year’s end we welcomed our new Dean at Evensong on Sunday 22nd of November.
John Linker started his new position of Director of Music on the 24th of February, which was only
two days after arriving in Christchurch with his wife Molly, and his daughter Lila.
John is proving to be an excellent appointment to his position, and the first real test of his abilities
were confirmed by his interpretation of the Easter music. The Good Friday music included 'Lord,
let me know my end' by Maurice Greene, (not a sentiment that I agree with) and a composition
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by the New Zealander Mc Neil Robinson 'Improperium' which was sung by the trebles.
The setting of the Easter Eucharist was the Messe Soleemn by Vierne and the setting of the Evening
Service was by Dyson in D.
The new Dean of Christchurch was installed in the Transitional Cathedral at Evensong on Sunday
22nd of November. He is the Very Reverend Lawrence Kimberley. Dean Kimberley should prove to be
a very good appointment.
Peter Simpson is a past member of the Christchurch choir singing first as a treble and later as a Bass.
Peter has just finished writing a book which he calls 'Singing to God,' in which the history of the Cathedral and its choir are recorded in some detail. It examines the history of the Bishops, Deans, and
other Clergy and also includes the work of all the past Directors of Music and many others associated
with the choir and many others contributed many stories. It is a very big book and is a serious rival
to William's Doomsday book.
Michael Hunter
Hereford Cathedral
Geraint Bowen - Director of Music writes
Hereford Cathedral Choir report for Once a Chorister magazine
2014–15
We began singing in September with technically 19 boys in the stalls but it was soon obvious that
nature had taken its course with one of the senior boys over the summer holidays and we were
quickly down to 18.
The previous year we had been invited by the BBC to broadcast Choral Evensong at the end of our
second week of the new term and year, and this time we were asked to broadcast live on Radio 3 at
the end of our first week back. This was a precarious challenge after six weeks off, but I accepted it
as we weren’t expecting to lose any choristers over the summer. The music was Tallis’ In manus
tuas, Day in B flat and Tomkins’ Almighty God, the fountain of all wisdom.
Later on in September we had the first of four foundation visits, to Tarrington. The whole choir gets
into a coach early on a Sunday afternoon and travels to the venue where it is often a challenge to fit
everyone in to a somewhat smaller space than we are used to. We are always warmly welcomed by
our hosts whenever we undertake these visits, and they are always appreciative of our singing, but
from the choir’s point of view, the success of the afternoon is without doubt measured by the quality
of the tea with which we are provided, and we were not disappointed at any of this year’s visits.
Early in October we hosted the Royal School of Church Music’s National Celebration Day, an event
which moves around the country’s cathedrals each year. The cathedral choir sang with the massed
choirs and on its own and we received appreciative letters afterwards from the RSCM’s director, Andrew Reid, and chairman, Lord Gill.
Later on in the autumn we had our second foundation visit, to sing Evensong at the Beauchamp
Community near Malvern, as part of their 150th anniversary celebrations.
After half term we had fine performances of the two Requiems of Fauré and Duruflé, for All Souls and
Remembrance Sunday respectively and then an exceptionally busy week at the end of November in
the course of which we sang at the Enthronement of our new Bishop, the Right Revd
Richard Frith, sang at a memorial service for Mrs Meriel Oliver, a much-loved and missed former chair
of governors of HCS, and then our Advent carol service. Once again we repeated the Advent service
at the Guards’ Chapel in London two days later, where the choir rose well to the challenge of singing
in a very different building.
The following week we had the Boy Bishop ceremony at which this year’s wearer of the mitre, Harry
Brookes-Owen, delivered a thoughtful sermon in which he talked about a chorister of 100 years ago
who went off to the Great War, and like so many others, didn’t come back. After an
all-too-brief break after the end of term the choristers came back to prepare for the Christmas services, which were widely praised for the variety of music and the standard at which it was sung.
In the spring we hosted the Choir Schools’ Association Western Division’s annual football and
netball competition and singing of Evensong by massed choristers from choirs as far afield as Truro
and Oxford. Football was maybe not our strong point this year but our boys led the singing
magnificently.
On Mothering Sunday once again we invited ex-choristers still at HCS to come back and sing with the
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choir at the 10 am Eucharist in the Mass by Widor for two choirs. It’s always good to see
familiar faces return for what is now a firmly established tradition.
In no time at all it was Holy Week and this year it was Bach’s St Matthew Passion performed on
the Tuesday. It was a fine performance and as always it’s wonderful to see our choristers getting
to grips so quickly with such complex music, sung in German. High standards were maintained
throughout the remainder of the week culminating in the traditional performance at Evensong on
Easter Day of S S Wesley’s anthem Blessed be the God and Father, written during his brief period
as cathedral organist at Hereford from 1832 to 1834.
Soon after Easter we took the opportunity to make a CD, our first for three years. These are always a challenge to arrange as the sessions have to take place in the evening after the cathedral
has closed, but the result is now available, called Easter Day at Hereford. Repertoire includes Langlais’ Messe solennelle, Howells’ St Paul’s Service and Taverner’s Dum transisset sabbatum.
A couple of weeks after this we were invited to sing Evensong at St Michael’s College Tenbury. The
cathedral has historic links with St Michael’s because its founder, Professor The Revd Canon Sir
Frederick Arthur Gore Ouseley Bt (to give him his rather splendid full title) was Precentor at the
cathedral from 1855 until his death in 1889 (also managing to be professor of music at Oxford at
the same time, which tells you something about both 19th century cathedrals and academic life).
Sadly the College (which was a choir school, with a choir singing daily services, like ours) closed in
1985, but Ouseley’s legacy lives on with the Ouseley Trust which makes grants to cathedral and
church choirs all over the country.
In May we had the annual Feast of Consecration with our traditional orchestral Eucharist. This year
we had Haydn’s wonderful Paukenmesse. A few days later the choir sang at the cathedral’s second
nave dinner. In a very real sense they were singing for their supper as there were many existing
and potential funders present at this high-profile occasion.
This year we had the novelty of actually being able to play the Dean’s Cricket Match at Wyeside
instead of its being cancelled because of the weather.
Much of the summer term was of course spent preparing for the Three Choirs Festival. The 2015
festival was held in Hereford at the end of July and marked the 300th anniversary of its origin in
1715. As a result it was a particularly splendid occasion this year, which included a live broadcast
of Choral Evensong on Radio 3 featuring music all by living composers, and a recording for later
transmission also on Radio 3 of the three cathedral choirs’ performance of the St Matthew Passion
with the OAE.
In the course of the year we said goodbye to choristers Jacques Teale, Ruben Ashley-Morgan,
Jacob Cuthbert, Harry Darwall-Smith, and our scholars: Will Fox who is going to Magdalen College
Oxford where he will be organ scholar; and bass Phil Morton who is going to Edinburgh University.
In their place we have welcomed this year’s cohort: alto Matthew Farrell, tenor Chris Nehaul, bass
Felix Wareing and organ scholar Charles Maxtone-Smith, who have already settled in well and it’s
good to have them with us.
At the beginning of the year we welcomed back to Hereford Michael Ash, who was one of our first
intake of choral scholars in 2010 and who then went off to study at Durham University. We were
delighted when he was appointed as Tim Symons’ successor as alto cantoris lay clerk a year ago,
but sadly he has succumbed to the lures of Oxford where he has just started as a lay clerk at
Christ Church. He joins two other altos currently in the choir at Christ Church who have sung in
Hereford Cathedral Choir: Henry Kimber, one of our 2012–13 scholars who is now studying there,
and Patrick Dunachie, a former chorister and recently graduated choral scholar at King’s College,
Cambridge. We were delighted to hear recently the wonderful news that Patrick has been appointed as David Hurley’s successor in the King’s Singers. It’s a little known fact that their birthdays are
on three consecutive days in September. Michael’s replacement as cantoris alto lay clerk is Sam
Bayliss who was previously our alto supernumerary, and it’s a pleasure to have ex-chorister Matthew McKay singing in his place at the moment.
We also welcomed Alex Gerrand who joined the choir as a probationer after Christmas.
Over the summer it was announced that Mary Lawrence would be retiring from her responsibilities
caring for both the choristers, and their robes. Mary first came to HCS in in the early 1970s and
has looked after generations of choristers since, first of all in the boarding house. We owe her a
huge debt of gratitude and we had an opportunity to thank her formally later in the autumn term.
At Easter Matthew Gacek retired from the post of chorister tutor after nearly six years. We thank
him for all that he did for the boys during that time, including looking after them on two overseas
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tours (South Africa 2010 and USA 2013) and wish him all the best for the future. He was replaced
by Kath Jones who has already very much made the role her own and we are all delighted to have
her as a colleague.
My thanks to all my other colleagues: our lay clerks whose expertise and commitment makes the
choir what it is, allowing our top line of boys to flourish as a result of the total musical security that
they have behind them. Similarly we can never take for granted how lucky we are to have the
organ playing of my colleague Peter Dyke, whose support in so many ways I value so much.
Thanks too to our school heads, the music staff of both schools, the choristers’ singing teacher
Lucy Bowen and not least the Chapter, who pay the bills and who make their appreciation for all
our efforts so obvious.
Thank you finally to the boys for all their dedication and hard work and to their parents, for supporting them.
The choir will be singing their annual Advent service in the Guards’ Chapel, Wellington Barracks,
London on Tuesday 29 December. Ticket details available from 01432 374261 (ticket only due to
security).
Geraint Bowen
Organist and Director of Music
June 2016
Oxford Christ Church Cathedral
Director of Music Stephen Darlington writes:
Those associated with the Cathedral School will already be aware that the Cathedral Choir
has acquired a stellar reputation, both for its high standards in the daily Cathedral services and
also for its recordings, concerts and tours. This edition’s article focuses on two particularly special
examples from the summer which serve to reinforce this reputation. In each case they involve
collaborations with other groups, something I believe to be a very important aspect of the Choir’s
activities, and moreover, they are both repeat invitations.
First, in July the choir made a second visit to the St Alban’s International Organ Festival,
this time in collaboration with the choirs of Westminster Cathedral and St Alban’s Abbey. This exciting festival revolves around the world’s most prestigious organ competition, of which Clive
Driskill-Smith, the Cathedral’s Sub-Organist, is a former prize-winner, and I am its former Artistic
Director. The annual Three Choirs Concert has become a highlight of the festival. The concert
programme included cori spezzati pieces by Gabrieli and Guerrero, involving brass consort, as well
as James MacMillan’s stunning Tu es Petrus which opened the papal mass at Westminster Cathedral on the occasion of Pope Benedict XVI’s visit in 2010, and Arvo Pärt’s De profundis. This celebration of choral music presented a rare opportunity to hear three great choirs on their own and in
ensemble: a real treat.
Secondly, in August, the choir went to China for a repeat visit to the prestigious National
Centre for the Performing Arts in Beijing as part of the annual choral festival. There were concerts
in the Grand Theatre in Shanghai, the Concert Halls in Wuhan and Shenzhen, and the Opera House
in Guangzhou, where we collaborated in performance with two local choirs. In his book China in
Ten Words (2012) the author Yu Hua entitles one of his chapters ‘Reading’. He explains the extraordinary experience of lengthy queues for coupons in 1977, when the demise of the Cultural
Revolution resulted in previously banned books being published once again. Discussing the
‘mysterious power’ of literature he writes:
One can read a book by a writer of a different time, a different country, a different race, a different
language, and a different culture and there encounter a sensation that is one’s very own.
This is surely a notion which can be applied to music as well, and it is certainly the case that the
palpable hunger for our choral music was immensely striking when we visited China in 2012 and
again this year. Notwithstanding the importance of the daily round of services in Christ Church,
this is a vital way in which we can touch the lives of vast numbers of people in another continent
and promote the College, the School and the University.
The year had begun in style with a fund-raising concert in aid of the Cathedral Music Trust
in September. One of the trustees, the conductor Harry Bicket, generously lent his wonderful orchestra, The English Concert, for a performance of music by Handel in the Great Hall. 2014 was a
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year in which the nation commemorated the centenary of the outbreak of World War I. Amongst
the choir’s contributions to this important anniversary was a concert of Remembrance, juxtaposing
Fauré’s Requiem with songs by English composers associated with the war, Ivor Gurnet and George
Butterworth. This was one of the three concerts for Music at Oxford this season, and there were
also two concerts in London, one in the Royal Hospital Chelsea and the other at St. John’s Smith
Square.
Amongst the many special services in the Cathedral, including of course, the installation of
Dean Percy, there was a joint Evensong with the choirs of Magdalen College, New College and
Christ Church: the first time this has happened in living memory. Also, the BBC broadcast Choral
Evensong in January, and thanks to the support of the Friends, the choir performed J.S. Bach’s St.
John Passion during Holy Week. This was particularly remarkable for the outstanding performances
by two former Christ Church clerks, Stuart Jackson as Evangelist and Will Gaunt as Christus.
During Trinity Term, Clive Driskill-Smith was in charge of the Cathedral’s music. We owe him a
debt of gratitude for doing this so admirably, as well as a continuing debt of gratitude to the wide
range of people who support the Music.
Christ Church Cathedral School Old Boys Association (CCCSOBA)
Chairman’s Report 2015/16
Yet another busy period since the last Cardinals Newsletter! Major changes to the way we administer and fund our Association have now been agreed in consultation with the Dean, School & your
Committee and will be implemented at the end of this term from December 12th 2015.
Unfortunately printing and posting out copies of the Cardinals Newsletter annually has become cost
prohibitive and recruiting adult subscriber members was poorly supported.
The present Headmaster Mr Richard Murray and the new Dean, The Very Revd Prof. Martyn Percy,
wished to develop closer links with the School Alumni. Ella Spender has been appointed as development director. She is currently designing a new School website and will act as webmaster.
The HM wished to help support how we ran our affairs through the School Office, including communicating with our members on a more regular basis by e mail. To that end the Association committee decided to transfer our member database to the School office and abolish subscriptions in
favour of encouraging direct donations by our members to the School for specific appeals. The
School will be able to keep the database up to date automatically when future pupils leave the
school and this new procedure ensures we are fully comply with data protection legislation. It also
ensures that we retain control of all future entries on the CCCSOBA Pages on the School website at
www.cccs.org.uk and full details of all future Association events will be accessible anytime. Member’s news should be sent to Ella at development@cccs.org.uk for posting on the new website.
To encourage greater attendance at future CCCSOBA Events it has been decided to limit the Reunion cost to £20 per head with a reduced rate of £10 for members still in full time education/
University or retired. The School has kindly agreed to underwrite actual catering costs if required.
Dissolution of the Christ Church Cathedral School Education Trust
Now the Cathedral has launched the Cathedral Music Trust the trustees of the CCCSET have decided to dissolve the CCCSET to avoid any confusion in the eyes of the general public and parents.
Association Events
Past
Following our last Reunion in June 2014, the Christ Church Cathedral School Education Trust
(CCCSET), a joint fund raising venture set up in June 2006 between the CCCS Parents Association
and ourselves, arranged the fifth Choral Workshop and Concert in the Cathedral on October 18th
2014.
The annual Association School Concert was held in the Walton Centre on March 28th 2015 with the
Worcester Chapel boy choristers leading the contributions from former pupils attending, supported
by an appreciative audience of past and present parents/friends.
The annual Cricket Match took place in the Meadows on July 5th 2015, thanks to the enthusiasm of
the Sports master Mr James Walker and his keen band of Year 8 leavers. Thunder and Lightening
was forecast but play went on unhindered followed by a BBQ.
We wish James well in his new B& B venture in the West Country and look forward to meeting his
successor Peter Dickenson from January 2016. (Please see OBA pages on the School website at
cccs.org.uk under past events for details of soloists and music performed and reports on each
event)
Future events for your diary
The next annual Association School Concert, for the first time arranged in conjunction with the
CCCSPA and the School, will be held on Saturday March 19th 2016, immediately after Evensong at
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7 for 7.30 pm in the Walton Centre. Dr Stephen Darlington, Cathedral Organist has agreed that several
of the senior Cathedral boy choristers perform their scholarship solo pieces. Thomas Allery, Music Director of Worcester College will direct contributions by the Worcester Chapel boy choristers and Sophie
Biddell, School music teacher will arrange for senior pupils to also take part.
Offers of contributions (singing, instrumental or poetry) from Association members, past or present
parents and friends should be directed to the Coordinator for this event Richard Lane at richardlane@blueyonder.co.uk and once again our superb accompanist Maki is available for rehearsal in the
late afternoon onwards.
The next Reunion is planned for Saturday May 14th 2016 at the Walton Centre from Noon.
The Dean will be able to be with us at the Sherry reception then rejoin us after the formal lunch.
I am pleased that Hannah Murray (wife of the HM) and Judith Curthoys, College and Association Archivist have accepted our invitation to be our special guests. Judith will give a talk on the History of the
School. At present two different styles of The History of the School are being prepared by Michael Lee
and Richard Lane and details will be released in 2016 once publication is agreed.
The next annual Cricket Match and BBQ will be held in the Meadows on Sunday July 10th 2016 from
1.30 pm for 2 pm. Would members please let Nigel Willis know that you wish to play or spectate no
later than July 4th to assist catering arrangements for the BBQ afterwards at
nigelcwillis@hotmail.com
The next Choral Workshop and Concert is planned for Saturday October 15th 2016 (subject to permission from the Dean and Chapter) when a Festival Choir will rehearse and perform Haydn’s Harmoniemesse No 14 (Novello version) with the Cathedral and Worcester College boy choristers under the
direction of Dr Stephen Darlington. Please contact the School Office at registrar@cccs.org.uk for Audience tickets and gordonhughes@btconnect.com for Festival choir singers tickets, once details are released on the School website at www.cccs.org.uk next spring.
Preliminary notice – Federation of Cathedral Old Choristers Associations AGM (FCOCA) 2017
Our Association and the Dean and Chapter have agreed to host this Event at Christ Church Cathedral
on Saturday May 6th 2017. Besides the usual format for the afternoon official meeting guided tours of
the Cathedral and College library will be arranged for partners of delegates attending. Dr Stephen
Darlington has agreed to conduct a special three College Choirs Choral Evensong incorporating Magdalen, New College and Christ Church to end this occasion.
The Association will need members to volunteer to welcome delegates and act as stewards during the
day’s event. Please contact me at gordonhughes@btconnect.com with offers to help.
I wish all members a happy Christmas and New Year and look forward to meeting up at our events.
Gordon Hughes
December 6th 2015
Saint Patrick's Cathdral, Dublin
2015 has certainly been a busy year for the Cathedral Choir which with 24 boy and 26 girl choristers is
now bigger than ever. In addition to singing 2 choral services daily, the choir made time for a whistlestop tour of Edinburgh in the summer as well a series of highly successful recitals and concerts
throughout the year including a recent performance of Fauré’s Requiem to a capacity crowd in the
Cathedral in aid of the Irish Red Cross. At the time of writing Advent has already begun with a beautiful candlelit procession led by the Girls and Gentlemen of the Choir and we’ve a packed programme
taking us to the close of the year including most notably our annual live broadcast of Nine Lessons and
Carols on Christmas Eve. 2016 again promises to be full of activity and we start the year as we mean
to go on with a performance of Britten’s A Ceremony of Carols sung by the combined treble lines, followed by another CD planned later in the spring and then to finish off the academic year nicely in the
summer we’ve the choir’s summer tour - by which time we hope it may have finally stopped raining!
Stuart Nicholson
Organist & Master of the Choristers
St. Patrick's Cathedral Past Choristers' & Pupils' Association
Although a small Association we like to think we contribute to our schools and Cathedral. We held our
annual dinner in April 2015 in the Radisson Blu in Dublin. This event was well attended and the association made presentations to both our head mistresses, Ms. Sylvia Hick, the Grammar School and Ms.
Sandra Morgan, the Choir School to mark their retirements. Our AGM followed in May 2015 which
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again was well attended. We broke for the summer recess and resumed meetings again in September 2015 and started planning for forth coming events. One of these events was our Autumn
Supper, which was held in November 2015 in The Deanery, by kind permission of our Dean,
Victor Stacey. Although it clashed with a concert in the Cathedral, for the Paris Victims, it too was
quite well attended. One of our very talented past pupils, Miss. Judith Lyons sang at this along
with a Gentleman member of our Cathedral Choir, Mr. Stuart Kinsella, many thanks to these
beautiful singers, a great night was had by all. At the moment foremost on our minds is a Concert we are organising for April 2016 to raise funds for the new Grammar School building, so
watch this space for exciting details!
Durham Cathedral Old Choristers Association DCOCA
The Cathedral Choir has once again had a busy year; a year which included a concert in the Dom
at Frankfurt in July and many special occasions in Durham ranging from Magna Carta celebrations to the re-launch of the East Coast Main Line locomotive Durham Cathedral - Michael Sadgrove's final act as Dean before his retirement after twelve years' outstanding guardianship of the
foundation. Repertoire has been huge and varied; performances of Fayrfax's Magnificat Regale
and Howells' Take him, earth stand out particularly, albeit among much else. In testing times for
recruitment, Durham is holding its own; we have sixteen boys and fourteen girls, and full back
rows.
Shortly before Christmas 2015 we were deeply saddened by the death of Dr Brian Crosby, a Lay
Clerk for nearly thirty years, a teacher at The Chorister School for more than forty years, and a
stalwart support of the Friends of the Cathedral: but above all else a fount of knowledge of the
history of the music of Durham Cathedral built up through a lifetime's study. His funeral on 21
December brought a congregation numbered in the hundreds.
2016 promises to bring further challenges to relish and excitements to enjoy - and a new Dean,
Canon Andrew Tremlett, currently Sub-Dean of Westminster Abbey. We look forward to welcoming him and his family.
2016 is a special year for The Chorister School as it celebrates the 600th Anniversary with a day
of events on 18th June. It would be great to see as many former choristers as possible – maybe
600. This is also the date of our annual reunion.
_____________________________
Alastair Pollard
President Durham Old Choristers’ Asssociation
Eton College Old Choristers’ Association – FCOCA Report 2015
In his preface to Psalms, Sonets and Songs of 1588, William Byrd famously wrote a list of reasons “to perswade every one to learne to sing.” Attending a reunion, few nostalgic old choristers
would dispute the wisdom of Byrd’s words: “It doth strengthen all parts of the brest, & doth open

the pipes; the exercise of singing is delightfull to Nature, & good to preserve the health of Man,
et c.”

At Eton, we hold an annual reunion dinner for Old Choristers where these two of Byrd’s reasons
are apt. On the first, vocal chords are aired as we accompany the fine menu of food with a
strong cocktail of singing throughout the dinner, with the massed voices a force to be reckoned
with. Grace is an arrangement for men’s voices of Henry Ley’s Prayer of King Henry VI (our
Founder), the Loyal toast is of course sung (the National Anthem, Thomas Arne OE), before the
dinner is rounded off with the School Song (Carmen Etonense, Joseph Barnby OE) and Auld Lang
Syne. The appropriateness of Byrd’s second point is the vain hope that our singing counteracts
the ill effects of the quantity of wine consumed.
Amidst the singing, we also have a guest speaker – in 2015 the current Precentor & Director of
Music, Tim Johnson. With the brief of updating the old guard on music at Eton since taking up his
post in 2011, Tim entertained with stories of trips to India, Prague, as well as deploying Tambourines in Chapel to accompany Christmas Carols. We were 90 in number, with a pleasing uptick in
attendance from more recent leavers lowering the average age (and somewhat raising the standard of singing).
This year we appointed a new chairman to the Association, Vivian Bairstow (1956-1960). An
active committee member for a number of years, Vivian takes over from Mark Forrester who
carefully managed the transition of the Association to the inclusion of non-Choir School Old Etonians.
Our activities in 2016 include drinks in London, now entering its fourth year and our 86th reunion
in Eton in November. Additionally, at the time of writing, there is a fine concert planned for February that will involve the combined forces of Eton and Winchester performing Bach’s St. John
Passion in St. John’s Smith Square London. The soloists are a star-studded line up of the two
institutions’ alumni: Stephen Layton, Clint van der Linde, Andy Staples of Eton, and James
Birchall, James Gilchrist, Ashley Riches of Winchester. We hope a good number of Old Choristers
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are able to attend; Byrd, of course, would want them all to be singing.

Christian Stobbs, Secretary

Eton College Chapel Choir Choir: Tour to India
In Easter 2015, Eton took up the Maharajah of Jodhpur’s (OE) exciting invitation to sing at his
‘One World Retreat’. This is a biannual event, designed to raise money for the Indian Head
Injuries Foundation. His Highness set up this charity after his son Shivraj (OE) had a collision
whilst
playing polo that resulted in severe brain damage. After four days in Jodhpur, performing for the
Maharajah and his guests, the Choir moved on to Mumbai to work with ‘Songbound’, a charity
which aims to bring the transformative power of music to some of India’s poorest and most
marginalised children. While in Mumbai the choir also gave two memorable concerts with the
newly formed Symphony Orchestra of India.
The tour began the day before the end of the half, with a flight to Jodhpur via Mumbai.
Rehearsals kicked off in an atmospheric fashion, with the first held in the hotel grounds as night
fell; insects withstanding, it was an extremely enjoyable experience. The first performance for
the choir would be held in the Mehrangarh Fort, and for this a palate of traditional choral music
was prepared - a form of taster menu from the staples of the cathedral choral tradition, such as
Stanford’s ‘Beati Quorum Via’, Faure’s ‘Cantique de Jean Racine’ and the Tippett Spirituals ‘Steal
Away’, and ‘Nobody Knows’. Although a departure from the sacred theme of the rest of the
concert, the encore, ‘Goodnight Sweetheart’, seemed to go down particularly well with the
audience. Whilst everyone else sat down to an enormous buffet dinner (these buffets would
become a theme on the tour), The Incognitos performed a couple of the Maharajah’s special
requests (Burt Bacharach’s ‘Close to you’, and the Everly Brothers’ ‘All I have to do is dream’) to
a great reception, with the Duchess of York a particular fan. The performance was almost undone by the sound technician, who seemed to have a number of other jobs on the night and
looked fairly uncomfortable operating the mixing desk. Everyone left in very high spirits after a
stunning
evening having enjoyed costumed camels, and an extraordinary fashion show involving a giant
model of a horse’s head being moved around on some scaffolding while dramatic music played
and smoke poured from its nostrils. The brutal outdoor sound check in the searing heat of midday had certainly been worth it for the end result.
There were a couple of excursions to Jodhpur during the first leg of the tour. The first was to
the ‘Baba Arts Emporium’ where the choir were wowed by a vast collection of newspaper and
magazine clippings pertaining to the shop. We were reminded that Mick Jagger had bought a
carpet with an elephant on it several times, and the fact that he was very satisfied with his product was also drilled into us. The trip provided an opportunity for everyone to purchase traditional Indian dress, and for the remainder of the tour the dhoti reigned, often coupled with distasteful and baggy patterned trousers, which seemed slightly less traditional.
The choir spent a very moving afternoon in one of the Indian Head Injury Foundation hospitals,
engaging in some music therapy with a group of disabled toddlers and their parents. This was
followed by a tour of the hospital. Clearly no expense had been spared, and the hospital was
awash with cutting-edge rehabilitation machines. It was heartening to see such quality of care
in such a deprived area- the doctors all seemed extremely committed, and it was a privilege to
learn more about the outstanding work of this remarkable charity we had come to support.
The Mumbai leg of the tour began with a splendid tea laid on by Tushad Dubash OE and his
family. Here the choir joined forces with the choir of a school for blind children, providing yet
another moment to be cherished. The choir gave two concerts with the Symphony Orchestra of
India
during our stay in Mumbai, singing to a combined audience of nearly 2000. The first of these
concerts (both of which centred around Handel’s Coronation Anthems), took place in the National Centre of Performing Arts - Mumbai’s answer to the South Bank Centre. The second took
place a day later in St Peter’s Church in Bandra, as part of the NCPA’s mission to take western
classical music out into the suburbs of Mumbai. The remainder of our time in Mumbai was spent
with Songbound, in a project involving 150 children from the slums. This culminated in a performance in India’s answer to Ronnie Scott’s, The Blue Frog Café. Those involved will relish the
memories of these very special workshops for a long time to come, as they will a very special
cricket match which took place in the yard at one of the Songbound centres. Although the oldest
member of the Indian team was just 13, the choir scratch team showed no mercy, with a barnstorming session at the crease from Oli Lane proving the deciding factor, giving us victory in the
final over. A particular highlight of the match was the quality of the chanting from the supporters, with our own spirited rendition of ‘Jerusalem’ blotted out by the chanting of ‘Eton, beaten’
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from our adolescent opposition. Although this was a great sporting triumph, an impromptu football
match with some local boys (this time of our own age) which preceded our concert in Bandra, was not
such a great success. The team, impaired by school dress, found no answer to the relentless physicality of the Indian opposition, succumbing to a harrowing six-nil loss. The concert went well nonetheless,
although some of the performers were still bearing the scars of the match.
Throughout the tour, the choir were lucky enough to stay in some beautiful hotels and enjoyed hospitality on a grand scale. In Mumbai this was juxtaposed with the shocking vistas of poverty and inequality, manifested in the sprawling slums, which often appeared in the shadows of skyscrapers. The opportunity to witness these extremes at first hand, while at the same time working with two wonderful
charities, is something which we will never forget. It was a remarkable tour, and thanks must go to all
who helped in the organisation

James Picton-Turbervill
EXETER CATHEDRAL 2014-2015
This academic year saw some significant events in the life of Exeter Cathedral not least as we celebrated the return of the restored Cathedral organ with a series of events that attracted much interest. The
organ was first heard officially in public at the Advent Procession service in 2014, with much excitement, joy and relief after what was a long period without it. Having allowed the instrument to settle
down, the inaugural concert was scheduled for early February 2015, and we were thrilled that John
Scott agreed to be our recitalist. His performance was phenomenal – the audience was in the company
of a world-class musician who kept us spellbound with such virtuosity, musicianship and communication. Our former Precentor, the Revd Canon Carl Turner, was firmly in position as the new Rector of St
Thomas Church, Fifth Avenue, so the worlds of Exeter and St Thomas became a little closer. Our sadness, therefore, at the news of John’s death was especially poignantly felt. We give thanks that we had
the privilege of hearing him play and, along with countless others, we mourn his loss.
The life of the Cathedral choir continued apace as we maintained, and became used to the routine of
singing a service every day of the academic year. Additionally we undertook parish visits in the Diocese
as usual, and this has proved to be a wonderful liaison. As Choral Evensong no longer plays a part in
the worshipping life of many parishes it’s good to be able to share something that we do daily with a
geographically wider community. The welcome we receive is always tremendous, and the school bus’s
suspension is given a workout once choristers and adults alike have eaten their own body weight in
Devon cream teas laid on for us.
The scheduling issue thrown up by the proximity of half term with the Feast of All Souls meant that the
2014 Requiem was sung by the St Peter’s Singers (the Cathedral’s adult voluntary choir), and their
offering of the setting by Duruflé was complemented a week later with a concert by the Cathedral
Choir that featured Fauré’s work. The following week the senior Cathedral choristers sang a concert in
Sidmouh, followed days later by a Chorister Outreach concert. The Outreach scheme continues to be
very successful, and the Cathedral is a hub of activity and resource. Stephen Tanner, Andrew Downton
and Rachel Smith generate a huge amount of enthusiasm and activity, with the result that an impressively high percentage of primary schools in Devon is visited by our staff. Singing groups from the
schools participate in a concert at the Cathedral, and the strong connections that are formed in a large
county with a significant rural demographic are beneficial in many ways. The Chorister Open Day at
the end of November was another success, and the wider remit of our mission as part of the ‘Singing
Excellence’ scheme means that, in addition to groups such as Devon County Junior Choir, Schola Exe
and Isca Voices, Exeter Cathedral offers a wonderful cross-section of opportunities for young singers.
The musical demands of Christmas were significant, as usual, and a varied schedule of concerts in the
Cathedral and in the county kept the choir busy. It was pleasant to return to a somewhat less demanding Lent Term in 2015, although that included two days of chorister voice trials, a Candlelight concert,
a ‘Come and Sing’ Evensong with the RSCM and a further collaborative concert between the County
Music team and the Cathedral choristers.
Once again, Holy Week and Easter provided the opportunity for some sublime liturgical music and
action. A performance of Stainer’s Crucifixion formed the evening focus on Good Friday, and, again, we
welcomed the Exeter Cathedral Old Choristers’ Association to be with us on Easter Monday. As the
academic year went on, one was very conscious that this was a year of ‘lasts’ for Andrew Millington, as
he looked to the summer, and to his stepping down from the role of Director of Music. As the Cathedral choir went into its final term under his direction there was a great deal of melancholy, but also a
wish that his musical memories would be lasting. At the end of April he directed a stirring Evensong
that was broadcast on BBC Radio 3, a fitting testimony to his tireless and impressive work here. It was
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good, therefore, that Andrew was here for the national gathering of the Old Choristers’ Association
that was held in July – its success has been written about separately – and, with some sadness,
we finally said goodbye to him at Evensong a few days later. Andrew had invited several friends
and singers from his musical past to join with the Cathedral choirs, and the occasion was truly
magnificent. A louder Dyson in D one would be hard-pressed to find elsewhere, but it was performed with huge musical excitement. Tributes to Andrew gave thanks for his dedication to the
world of church music, and, in that gathering, it was wonderful to see just how many people’s lives
his musicianship had touched.
The choir term wasn’t quite over, however, and, the following week, the girl choristers and adults
visited South Wales for a brief tour. Although the audiences were not vast, it was lovely to sing in
historic Dewi Sant church in Cardiff, at St Mary’s, Swansea, and then the two Sunday services at
Llandaff Cathedral.
Our chorister leavers in 2015 were Dmitri Barker-Privalov (music scholarship to Canford), Elizabeth
Coldrick (music exhibition to The Maynard School), Sari Fleming (Frensham Heights), Anna Hall
(Headmistress’s Scholarship to Downe House), Elizabeth Hudson (The Maynard School), Rufus
Stanier (St Peter’s High School, Exeter), Isabella and Samuel Theodosius (The Chorister School,
Durham), Francesca Vercoe (Top Academic and Music Scholarships to Exeter School), and Isaac
Wiessler (Specialist Music Award to Wells Cathedral School). On the back row we bid farewell to
Anna-Rose Harris, Edward Woodhouse, Anthony Mansfield and Peter Hale. We wish them all well.
We also prepared for further changes in personnel, as Stephen Yeo, Headmaster of Exeter Cathedral Choir School, announced his appointment as Headmaster of the Purcell School in Bushey.
Andrew Millington’s successor, Timothy Noon joins us from New Zealand in January 2016, in tandem with Stephen Yeo’s successor, James Featherstone, and thus a new and exciting chapter in
the musical life of the Cathedral begins.
David Davies. Acting Director of Music
King's College, Cambridge
The Dean and Chaplain of the College have an important role in the life of the choristers, choral
and organ scholars. This year we welcomed The Rev. Dr Stephen Cherry as the new Dean.
Previously Chaplain here, and so quite familiar with the life of the Choir, Stephen has already
shown himself to be a strong supporter of the Choir in his new role. Sadly, Richard Lloyd Morgan,
who was Chaplain for the past 12 years, retired in the summer. While so many in King's have reason to be grateful to him in so many different areas, succeeding generations of the Choir have had
the benefit not only of hearing his wonderful singing in chapel services, but also of his
occasional visits to choir practice on Saturday mornings to give advice and encouragement in the
art of singing, much of this derived from his own earlier career as an opera singer. On a regular
basis the choristers are fortunate to be taught vocal technique by Lyn Alcantara,
a mezzo-soprano in the BBC Singers.
The Choir's concert activities this year began and ended in Germany. A concert in Erzgebirge in the
far east of Germany provided the chance to visit Prague on the return journey, while the summer
tour comprised performances at four major summer festivals, and a day's sight-seeing in Berlin.
In November, the Choir, with the OAE, opened the Cambridge Music Festival.
Pre-Christmas concerts were given in the Usher Hall, Edinburgh, at the Barbican (with the Britten
Sinfonia) and in the Royal Albert Hall (with the Philharmonia). In the Easter vacation,
five concerts were given in the USA; beginning in New York City, moving on to Washington DC,
Minneapolis-St-Paul, and Chicago, the party was glad to find warmer weather in Dallas. In New
York, the Choir sang at St Thomas, Fifth Avenue, the choristers staying at the Choir School there.
For many it was the first time they had met John Scott, who was most gracious towards them.
Little did we all know that John would be so sadly taken from us just a few months later.
The Holy Week and Easter services and concerts soon followed, these including a broadcast with
the AAM of Bach's 'St John Passion' by BBC Radio 3. Other concerts 'at home' included a
performance in June with 'His Majestys Sagbutts and Cornetts' of music by Giovanni Gabrieli from
his 1615 collection. This latter was in connection with a recording of this repertoire, which,
together with a sequence of popular hymns, were the main CD projects during the year. The
Gabrieli will be the first classical music disc to be released in Dolby’s new ‘Atmos’ format.
The College has been celebrating this year the 500th anniversary of the completion of the stone
fabric of the Chapel. Such institutional celebrations always turn to music for assistance, and the
Choir has contributed to a series of '15' concerts, being involved in those for 1615, already noted,
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and 1515, in which the music was plainsong from the Sarum Rite, as would have been heard in
the early days of the Choir, and pieces from the Eton Choir Book. This music also formed the
repertoire for a broadcast of choral evensong recorded for transmission on 8 September. Two
other evensong broadcasts took place. One presented music by women composers, including
the premiere of a new work by Sally Beamish, which was the first in a series of six new commissions in memory of Michael Boswell (KC 59) and the other was the annual service sung jointly
with St John's College Choir. On the last Sunday of the academic year the second ‘Boswell’ anthem, written by Robin Holloway (KC 61) was premiered.
Salve
Jack Bowley
Philip Curtis
Joshua O’Neill
Julius Sirringhaus
Sam Trueman
Valete
Jamie Etheridge – Eton - Music Exhibition
James Lord – The Perse School, Cambridge
Tim Manley – Academic Exhibition (Martineau Exhibition) – Eton
Gabriel May – Music Scholarship – King’s Canterbury
Alexander Trigg – Music Scholarship – Tonbridge
Kit Williams – Music Scholarship – King’s Canterbury
Dr Stephen Cleobury C.B.E.
Director of Music
LEICESTER CATHEDRAL OLD CHORISTERS’ ASSOCIATION
2016 ONCE A CHORISTER NOTES
Following the Reinterment of the Mortal Remains of King Richard III in Leicester Cathedral in
March 2015, the Association celebrated its Golden Jubilee on Saturday 13 th June. The day began
with the AGM and we were very grateful to the Dean for allowing us to use his Parlour, which is
part of his new Deanery, for our meeting. Members assembled for coffee and the early part of
our archives were on display showing photographs of our first reunion dinner in the same room
fifty
years
previously. The Dean kindly welcomed the members present before the meeting commenced. A
sincere vote of thanks was recorded to Peter Collett for his many years service, not only as
Secretary for many years, but as Treasurer and committee member previously and Peter was
unanimously elected as an Honorary Life member.
After members chose their own venues for lunch, thirty six members and guests assembled for a
tour of the new King Richard III Centre opposite the Cathedral. Leicester City Council purchased
this old school building with the aim of creating a centre that would tell the story of the remarkable search for, and at that point unconfirmed discovery of, King Richard lll. The former Alderman
Newton’s School is located right next to the spot where the king’s remains were found and is a
stunning Victorian Gothic revival building built partly on the site of the former Grey Friars Church
and in the heart of Leicester’s Old Town which had stood empty since 2008 when its last occupants, Leicester Grammar School, moved out. The importance of its position, overlooking the
possible gravesite of the long-lost Last Plantagenet King of England, was immediately obvious,
and Leicester City Council bought the freehold for the building in November 2012. The Centre
had won many awards and more than 8,000 people passed through its doors during reinterment
week in March alone. Members were very impressed, especially those who live away from
Leicester who had taken the opportunity to visit whilst returning to see the reordered Cathedral
and Cathedral Gardens.
After tea in the Great South Aisle of the Cathedral, those members wishing to join the choir to
sing the canticles, Stanford in Bflat, at Evensong assembled at the west end for a rehearsal. A
lot of work had gone into the preparation of the service and the printing of a special order of
service booklet by the Canon Precentor, the Director of Music and the Assistant Director and
Organist for which we were extremely grateful. John Thorpe, our new Chairman, read the first
lesson and Nick Hodges, Federation Vice Chairman and our Federation Association Representative, read the second.
There were two anthems sung by the choir. The first was “Richard III – Out of the deep” written
by one of our members, David Fisher, which is an anthem that has been rewritten to include
descriptive and symbolic references to King Richard in triplets, triads and intervals of a third,
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contrasted with chords containing sevenths for King Henry VII. It opens with a fanfare (in which
the date 1485 is created from like-numbered intervals) and his pre-battle phrase is sung by a
solo baritone.The second was “The Salient” by Dr George Gray, the history of which is a bit
vague as it was unearthed by Dr Gray’s son, Martin, at the Cathedral and exists only in manuscript form, apparently laid out for men’s voices, with many corrections and, alas, no date. Although there is a printed copy of the words dated ‘Ypres, August 1930’, it is not likely that this
was the first performance as Dr Gray did not follow Dr Gordon Slater as Organist and Master of
the Choristers until the following year. It is, however, quite clear that the poet is reflecting on the
awfulness of his time in the trenches as a padre and the rebirth of the land after the atrocities of
war. The annual book awards from the Association were presented to present day choristers and
the final voluntary “Elgar’s “Allegro Maestoso from Sonata in G Op. 28” rounded off a wonderful
service.
Our Golden Jubilee dinner was held at the Holiday Inn on St Nicholas Circle. A warm welcome
was extended by the Chairman to all the seventy four people who attended, especially to Mary
Belton who is the widow of our founder Tom Belton, members of the Gray family and members
of the Federation representing the Lichfield, Exeter, Chester, Eton, Warwick and Rochester
associations.
We were delighted to have such a prestigious composer as our guest speaker who proposed the
toast to our Association. Judith Bingham is an internationally renowned composer, now known in
Leicester mostly for her “Ghostly Grace”, written for the reinterment of King Richard III.
Afterwards the Chairman asked Peter Collett to step forward to receive a gift of an engraved
federation letter opener and a cheque in gratitude for his long service to the association. David
Fisher had also composed a little “thank you Peter” which was sung by the St Martin’s Five and
David handed over a framed copy as a memento. The St Martin’s Five rounded off an enjoyable
evening with further musical entertainment.
The Cathedral Bells rang out joyously on Saturday 21st February to mark the marriage of our
Director of Music Dr. Christopher Johns to Philippa Ouvry. The Cathedral was packed with
relatives and friends and the service was packed with music, which was fitting for the marriage of
two musicians.
The Cathedral Choirs were supplemented by the Songmen Emeriti and members of Leicester
Cathedral Chamber Choir, together with family and friends of the couple. Philippa sings with the

London chamber choir and in order to preserve his wife’s Huguenot name, Chris has taken the
step of adopting it himself and is now known as Christopher Ouvry-Johns.
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The annual President’s evening was held on Saturday 18th April and once again took the form of
a Skittles Evening. These events have so far raised £220 towards the cost of providing new music
folders for the Cathedral choir.
Our 2016 reunion will be held on Sunday 18th September.
Richard Belton
MUSIC FIT FOR A KING
The task of planning the reinterment of King Richard III (and, in my case, the music to be
performed) in Leicester Cathedral in March 2015 was an exciting and challenging one, not least
because it was an event without precedent. There have, of course, been royal funerals, but this
was different: no-one alive today knew Richard personally and while his story has always been
part of our city’s history and identity, the rediscovery of his mortal remains had sparked such new
interest in his life and the world in which he lived that this felt much more like a ‘hello’ than a
‘goodbye’. Equally though, the 300+ million people who would follow the events worldwide would
bring to it 21st-century concerns, hopes and fears. Burying a medieval king in the 2015 meant
more than just paying lip-service to the 15th century, but equally we had to avoid simply staging
a historical pageant.

As for all services, the process of choosing the music went hand-in-hand with that of devising the
liturgy, a task which fell to a sub-committee chaired by the Precentor, and we settled on three
major services. Of these, Compline offered the least flexibility, with the texts largely being
prescribed, but this provided an opportunity to invoke a wider narrative through the choice of
settings: a Latin Nunc dimittis by the recusant Catholic Byrd made a link with the English
pre-Reformation Church, while Loyset Compère’s setting of In manus tuas acknowledged Richard’s links with the Burgundian court. Similarly, while the text of Howells’ motet Take him, earth,
for cherishing is as perfect a fit as one could hope for, the fact that it was composed for the memorial service for John F. Kennedy, another head of state killed before his time and set an English
translation of a Latin text made it all the more apposite.
Thursday’s service of Reinterment was based on a medieval rite researched by Dr Alex Buckle,
and while it was clear that, for reasons of length if nothing else, we wouldn’t be able to adopt
this in its entirety, the texts it contained provided a wealth of material from which to start. My
initial idea of progressing through England’s musical history soon proved to be incompatible with
the shape of the liturgy, in which the coffin moved to the place of burial after the sermon. Judith
Bingham’s new anthem *‘Ghostly Grace’ was to accompany that procession and her choice of
texts and the way she had set them reflected that very closely, thereby bringing us into the present with a good third of the service still to go.
Furthermore, the inclusion (following the medieval rite) of the Benedictus as the Gospel Canticle
suggested that the second half of the service (‘Celebration of the Resurrection’) should have

Page 25
more of the muted anticipation of Advent than the unbridled joy of Easter that Elgar’s rousing setting of that text embodies. That being the case, finding a suitable setting of Psalm 150 (again, from
the medieval rite) proved very difficult and we considered many different options before settling on
the last section of an unpublished setting by Philip Moore, who kindly reworked it to incorporate the
plainsong antiphon ‘Omnis Spiritus’ from the Bangor Pontifical and make use of the four horns, the
softer sound of which Judith Weir had, for the same reasons, chosen over that of trumpets for her
arrangement of the National Anthem, also commissioned for the service.
The liturgy for the third service, at which the tomb was revealed, started as a completely blank
slate. Early conversations with the new Artistic Director of Leicester’s Curve Theatre suggested that
live music could accompany the movement he had envisaged to represent the themes of Conflict,
New Beginnings and New Life and the result was a real Marmite service that included Messiaen’s
Jésus accepte la souffrance as the backdrop to a dance depicting the devastation of war,
MacMillan’s O Radiant Dawn accompany a sunrise depicted by a sculpture made of hundreds of
fresh roses and Bainton’s And I saw a new heaven overlaid with sonic representations of DNAsequences.
And then came Holy Week and Easter. In some ways getting the choice of music for that week right
was even more important, given that there was little time to rehearse it in advance and no-one will
be surprised to hear that we relied largely on repertoire learnt in previous years with Jongen’s Mass
at the morning Eucharist and Murrill in E and Stanford’s ‘Ye choirs of new Jerusalem’ at Evensong.
Chris Ouvry-Johns, Director of Music
NORWICH CATHEDRAL EX-CHORISTERS' GUILD
2015 Report
th

(2016 Reunion 17 September)
We held our annual reunion in May and the Evensong was combined with a memorial service for
David Trendell. David was a widely respected musician and Director of Music at King’s College London. He was also a cathedral chorister in Norwich, becoming Head Chorister in 1978, and later also
singing in the choir as an alto. Michael Nicholas, who was organist and Director of Music when
David was a chorister, provided a moving tribute and it was marvellous to see so many exchoristers from the 70s period attending the service.
At dinner in the nearby Maid’s Head the Head Master of Norwich School kindly provided drinks for
members and guests before we all sat down to eat. Our President, the Very Revd Jane Hedges,
Dean of Norwich, proposed the toast to “Choristers Past and Present” and made a very entertaining
and thought provoking speech on the importance of music in our lives. Once again a group from
the choral scholars and lay clerks provided some excellent entertainment at the end of the evening.
2015 marked 20 years of the Norwich Cathedral Girls’ choir and the anniversary was celebrated
over a weekend at the end of November. Elizabeth Watts, a former girls’ choir chorister and now
soprano of international acclaim, held a master class with senior girl choristers on the Saturday. On
Sunday the Dean and Chapter generously provided a celebratory lunch in the Cathedral Refectory
for returning guests and former girl choristers sung at a special Festal Evensong in the afternoon.
Gabriel Jackson composed an anthem for the occasion and the Guild contributed to the cost of the
commission.
One month later our Advent reunion was well attended once more and remains a popular fixture
where members and guests meet the current choristers and their parents over a glass of wine after
the Advent Procession and Carol Service.
The Guild was also represented at the Federation Annual Festival in Exeter with Chairman and Secretary attending and we would like to thank the Exeter Cathedral Old Choristers’ Association for
organising such an enjoyable event.
During the year Angus Toms, George Dembicki, Harry Fisher and Ben Littlebury left the
boys’ choir and Megan Cushion, Tilly Mann and Nancy Wilson left from the girls’. We welcome
them into our ranks.
Jonathan Burrell
(Secretary NCExCG)
Peterborough Cathedral Old Choristers’ Association
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Once a Chorister Magazine Article 2015
Next reunion: Saturday 17 September 2016
2015 REUNION.
This year’s reunion took place on Saturday 26 September. Once again, it was held in conjunction
with the annual gathering of the Friends of the Cathedral. Old choristers assembled in the stalls
and rehearsed with the choirs under the genial direction of Steven Grahl. Before the service,
TONY DAVIS laid a wreath at St. Sprite’s Chapel in memory of old choristers and former pupils of
The King’s School who gave their lives in the two world wars. The first lesson at Evensong was
read by Dr. ZOE NORRIS. After the service, the Annual General Meeting was held in the Becket
Chapel. The final event of the day was the reunion dinner, which was held at The Park Inn.
Speakers were The Ven. Richard Ormston, Archdeacon of Northampton, and old chorister ANDREW DE SILVA. A first-class meal was enjoyed by the assembled company. The reunion proved,
as always, to be a very happy and delightfully nostalgic event.
NEW MEMBERS.
We welcome the following to the Peterborough Cathedral Old Choristers' Association: HANNAH
CASBON, ALEXANDER FERGUSON, JOSEPH HAYNES, RHIANA PURNELL, GEORGE SPIRES PINTO, TOM WARD and ERICA WOOD.
DEATHS.
We record with sadness the passing of Old Choristers John Bennett, Norman Graves and at the
age of 99, Harold (Bill) Claxton. We also mark the passing of former Lay Clerks Dennis Chamberlain and Michael Riley and bass lay clerk James Trickey who was killed in a tragic road accident
whilst out cycling early on 23 December 2014. James had been a lay clerk at Peterborough for
just over a year but was originally a chorister at Gloucester Cathedral.
MR. TREVOR ELLIOTT.
Trevor Elliott was honoured with a lengthy and well-deserved standing ovation at The King's
School Speech Day in the Cathedral on Friday September 18. He is to retire next summer after
thirty years as Deputy Headmaster, having held that post for longer than anyone in the school's
history. Trevor, who was appointed to the staff in 1976, has been deputy to three headmasters Michael Barcroft, Gary Longman and Darren Ayling.
With thanks to Tim Hurst-Brown for collating the above information on behalf of the Association.
Simon Wilkinson
Hon. Secretary
Peterborough OCA
Portsmouth Cathedral Music News
Summer 2015
Round Up - A trio of national shrines
By luck rather than judgement we sang at three of Great Britain’s most famous churches—
Westminster Abbey, Canterbury Cathedral and St Paul’s Cathedral last term. The Cathedral Choir
sang Evensong at Westminster Abbey on Easter Monday and then for the 361st Festival of the
Corporation of the Sons and Friends of the Clergy at St Paul’s Cathedral in early May. Both were
splendid occasions in very different ways and it was good to join with the choirs of Manchester
and St Paul’s Cathedrals on the latter occasion. Cantate sang evensong at Canterbury Cathedral
during May half term—and it was excellent to see our former Organ Scholar, Will Wallace, in his
role there and playing for us that day.
Friends of Cathedral Music Gathering
We were delighted to host 140 FCM members in mid March for their annual gathering. The weekend commenced with Evensong on Friday evening sung by the Cathedral Choir and then a dinner
in the Royal Naval Club with guest speaker Revd Dr Jamie Hawkey (Minor Canon of Westminster
Abbey). On Saturday members attended a talk in the Nave from Dr Price followed by a tour of
the Cathedral. In the evening the gathering was treated to a splendid performance of Handel’s
Messiah by our choirs and a terrific line up of soloists that included three former Portsmouth
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choral scholars.
People
We bid farewell to this year’s Gappers Tom, Alex, Barney and Izaak—thanking them for all their
work with us and especially to Alex for his stupendous solo work over the Christmas period on tour
in Belgium, on Radio 4 and for our Carol Services. We thank Callum for his expert assistance in his
role as Organ Scholar. Jason Howard moves on to be a Choral Scholar at Worcester Cathedral
alongside his MMus at Birmingham Conservatoire. Adam Southey moves to a position at Choir
House at Canterbury Cathedral prior to taking up his place at Teacher training college next year.
Both have been superb colleagues and we thank them for all they have given us. We should also
recognise the fund-raising efforts of this year’s gappers who, alongside their colleagues, not only
raised over £1000 for Movember last year but also raised a similar amount for our choirs (and the
Italy Tour in particular) by cycling across the IoW! Our Sub-Organist writes ‘8 men, 8 bicycles, 1
support car, and 64 miles. Plenty of good humour, and a tremendous fundraising response - £1300
raised. Now let's never speak of it again!’
Tours
Cantate travels to Italy in the holidays to sing in Florence, Pisa and Bologna; while after Christmas
members of the Cathedral Choir (including 8 senior boys) will sing at a concert in Alpe d’Huez,
France on New Year’s Eve.
Earlier in the year, members of the back row travelled to sing in Estonia — Lay Clerk Nick Pepin
writes….
‘The gentlemen of the Cathedral Choir, along with organists Oliver Hancock and Callum Alger,
braved the winter cold on a tour to Tallinn in Estonia during February half-term. In between sightseeing (which included an impromptu performance at the National Singing bowl; a visit to Kadriog
Palace; and various winter sports!) nine lay clerks and choral scholars gave a recital in the Church
of the Holy Spirit in the town centre. It was particularly moving to sing the famous Estonian song
“Mesipuu Poole” jointly with the Holy Spirit choir. They also contributed music with an Estonian
flavour, contrasting with our offering which ranged from Tallis’ Loquebantur to an arrangement of
Steal Away by William Drakett. Oliver Hancock gave an organ recital at the Lutheran cathedral, and
on the Sunday morning the choir sang the Byrd 5 part mass as part of the morning liturgy. Special
thanks go out to Gustav Piir who welcomed the choir and provided excellent accommodation in the
seminary attached to Holy Spirit church.’
Winter 2016 Newsletter
Portsmouth Cathedral Music News
Round Up
Choir schedules were packed to the gunwhales in the lead up to Christmas. Read on for more
background to these services and events as well as looking to the months ahead.
Installations of Precentor, Choral Scholars and Choristers
We were delighted to install our new Precentor, Canon Jo at the start of last term along with our
new Choral Scholars and promotions within choir. Congratulations and thanks to Melissa Talbot at
her promotion to Cantate Head Chorister and the award of the Philip Barrett Scholarship. Well
done too to George, Jacob and Rafferty on their elevation to Pro-Choristers. Freddie Fenton and
George Downing are doing a superb job as new Cathedral Choir Head Choristers in succession to
Oliver and Harry (see below).
People
We bade a fond farewell to two superb Head Choristers Oliver Nash and Harry Davis-Marks who
completed two full years in that role and knotched up 15 years membership of the choir between
them.
Cathedral Sing—Outreach
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We were delighted to take our choirs out to sing at local parishes and beyond. Cantate sang at St
Cuthbert’s Copnor as part of their 150th Anniversary; Cathedral Choir sang at All Saints Farley and
our Cathedral Sing Team led workshops at the cathedral for our St Nichoals Day Celelbration and at
Newport Minster, IOW. Cantate sang for the Second Sea Lord’s Carol Service aboard HMS Victory and
Consort for HMS Warrior Carol Services.
Portsmouth Commissions
Composer Will Todd presented us with our second major Portsmouth commission—Portsmouth Jazz
Missa Brevis for our Patronal Festival. It is a superb new addition to the repertoire and is published
by Boosey and Hawkes. Will is coming leading a study day on the mass as part of this summer’s
Portsmouth Festivities.
BBC Radio 3 Broadcast
The Cathedral Choir broadcast on Choral Evensong live on Wednesday 23 September. One listened
wrote in to say that the service was the best he had ever heard from Portsmouth. Another Cathedral
Organist wrote in to say... I've just caught up with your broadcast and wanted to say how very much
I enjoyed it. It sounds like you have a really special team at the moment (back and front rows). And
Oliver's playing was quite exceptional as well. Sounded too like you had the right R3 team to capture
the magic (I find it varies so much depending on who they send!). Hope you were pleased, and that
the rest of term goes equally well!
Recordings
Our choirs were involved in two recordings last term. The first was a joint collaboration with the City
Council, the DDay Museum and a number of local choirs. We joined forces to record tracks of remembrance and hope in the Guildhall. Profits from sales of the CD will go towards development work
at the DDay Museum towards DDay75 in 2019.
The second disc was commissioned by composer James Dunlop and features 11 of his compositions.
The disc was launched on 30 November and is available from the Cathedral Shop.

Page 29

Forthcoming events
Later in the year we celebrate the 25th Anniversary of our Choral Scholar Scheme, a packed and
exciting Portsmouth Festivities and the 10th Birthday of Cantate……..
David Price – Organist and Master of the Choristers
Rochester Cathedral
Rochester Old Choristers’ Association – Update 2015
The first opportunity to meet up this year was in July where the old girl and boy choristers were invited to attend and sing Evensong with the current choir. This year, Old Choristers joined in with the
singing of the Introit Evening Hymn by Gardiner, the Darke in F Canticles and also had the joy of
thrashing their way through Handel’s Zadock the Priest. With the safety net of singing with the main
choir it was a great afternoon of reliving the joys of singing evensong back in the cathedral. Afterwards the current choir members and old choristers enjoyed refreshments in the garden of the Cathedral Tea Rooms.
In September, the Old Choristers met once again for the annual evensong, AGM and dinner. At
evensong it was a pleasure to admit 10 new members to the association. These new members were
Elizabeth Green, Cosmia Richards, Angelica Onyekwere, Smanatha Onyekwere, Maddy Elliott, Henry
Skillern (Head Chorister), Raphael Janssens (Deputy Head Chorister), Louis Dulanto-Sime, David
Shorinwa and Samuel Mutton. The AGM after evensong was well attended where it was agreed that
the Chairmanship of the association would transition through the year from Chris Royall (OC 1963 –
1966) to David Littlejohn (OC 1959 – 1964). When Chris hands over to David in September 2016 this
will mark the end of Chris’s 6 year stint as Chairman with the association and we are very grateful for
Chris’s leadership and guidance during this time. This year’s dinner was held in the King’s School
Conference Centre with the usual format of dinner (including beef carved at the table), toasts and
the singing of rounds. This year’s dinner chair was Jessica Elliott who reminded us all of how our
formative musical education as choristers becomes a mainstay in most of our lives. Our guest speaker at the dinner was Martin Ellis. Martin Ellis began his musical career as a chorister in the Temple
Choir at the age of twelve. He studied the organ with George Thalben-Ball and John Dykes Bower at
the Royal College of Music where he held the R J Pitcher Scholarship awarded by the Royal College of
Organists. Martin provided us with some musical anecdotes and some food for thought on how
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much harder it is these days to find the sort of dedication required by being a chorister against the
fast paced world of constant change. A fun evening was had by all and we look forward to next
year’s dinner and another chance to catch up with old friends.
During the year we have sadly said goodbye to two Old Choristers Glyn Davies (Old Chorister 19511954), John Bradley OBE (Old Chorister 1935-1939) and two other people with strong links to music
in the Cathedral, John Etheridge (Lay Clerk), Mary Ashfield (wife of Dr Ashfield Organist 19561977). We will remember all the dearly departed at our next AGM.
This year we are taking the time to update our records of Old Choristers (boys and girls). The editor of this publication (Dr James Strike OC 1950 – 1952) is asking Old Choristers to get in touch to
share individual’s musical achievements since leaving the choir so these can be included in the publication where possible. The best ways of getting in touch to pass on this information (or for any
other reason) are:
Email: thesecretary@rcoca.org.uk
Facebook: Rochester Cathedral Old Choristers
Website: rcoca.org.uk
A similar number of events are planned for 2016 with details being sent out via email, the website
and also on Facebook. The dates for the dairy in 2016 are:
•
20th anniversary for the founding of the girls’ choir – Saturday 23rd January 2016 evensong
at 15:15 all old girl chorister welcome to sing and boy choristers welcome to listen
•
Old Choristers sing evensong – Saturday 25th June 2016 rehearsal in the Cathedral from
14:00 and evensong from 15:15. Singing and non-singing Old Choristers welcome
•
Annual Evensong, AGM and dinner – 24th September 2016
Thomas Richley (OC 1989 – 1994)
Salisbury Cathedral (Reunion Saturday 2 July 2016 at the Cathedral School)
The SCSA Annual Reunion was held on Saturday 26 September 2015, the last weekend of the
Magna Carta celebrations at Salisbury.
The SCSA commissioned Gregory Rose (chorister 1956-1961), son of Dr Bernard Rose, to compose
an Anthem for the 2015 Reunion Evensong. Gregory Rose based his anthem on Veni Sancte Spiritus, which fitted in very well with the end of the Magna Carta year. Former Choristers sang with
the Boys Choir and Lay Vicars at Evensong.
A film was released in 2015 entitled ‘Boychoir’, starring Dustin Hoffman. It is a moving story about
a ten-year old choirboy, which echoes the life of James Heyneker, a former Salisbury Cathedral
Chorister (1996-2000), who found that singing helped him to cope with the death of his mother at
the age of ten. James was interviewed by Victoria Lambert and the article ‘Being at a choir school
helped me cope with grief after my mother’s death’ appeared in the Daily Telegraph on Saturday 27
June 2015.
To commemorate the centenary of Dr Bernard Rose’s birth in 1916, OxRecs DIGITAL has released a
limited CD edition of previously unreleased recordings with the Choir of Magdalen College, Oxford,
directed by Dr Bernard Rose, who was a former Bishops Chorister at Salisbury (1926-1931). The CD
[OXCD‐130] can be purchased through any UK classical music shop, or online at
http://www.oxrecs.com/
STEPHEN J MILNER
SOUTHWARK CATHEDRAL CHOIR (2015)
Both the Boys’ and Girls’ Choirs continue to flourish, each with approximately 20 full choristers and
4 probationers under the direction of Peter Wright, Organist and Director of Music, and Stephen
Disley, Assistant Organist and Director of the Girls’ Choir. They are ably assisted by the twelve layclerks and choral scholars.
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damental raison d’être of any Cathedral Choir is of course to sing at the statutory services. Choral
Evensong is sung regularly by one or other choir on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays and
Sundays in term time, as is the main morning Eucharist on Sundays. Major festivals also enjoy fully
choral services. In addition to this the boys and men gave a concert including Part One of Handel’s
MESSIAH in December and the girls and men Fauré’s REQUIEM on Good Friday. At the very beginning of the Autumn term (in September) a group of boy and girl choristers sang at a prestigious
fund-raising event in the sumptuous surroundings of the Mansion House in the City of London.
In May 2015 the boys and men toured Iceland singing in venues such as the Hallgrimmskirkja in
Reykjavik and Skalholt Cathedral and also spent a memorable day’s tour around the Golden Circle.
The Merbecke Choir (for young singers, including former choristers) under their Director, Huw
Morgan, continues to flourish, regularly singing concerts and Compline in the Cathedral. Copies of
their fine recording, made in 2013r, are still available and can be found at www.merbecke.org.uk/
cd.html
Our very talented Organ Scholar, Alexander Binns is remaining for a second academic year. He
completed his postgraduate studies at the Royal Academy of music in July and is now combining
his role here with freelance work.
During the year we said farewell to four gentlemen of the Choir: Nick Ashby, Chris Murphy, Thomas Spencer and David Yardley. Jonny Brookes, Jacob Honig-Rozario, Joe McWatters, Jack Schwab
and Ally Trowell left the Boys’ Choir and Grayce Richards, Phoebe Weir, Flavia Matos, Jane Jones
and Eleanor Mannoukas the Girls’. All were admitted as members of the Old Choristers’ Association.
Peter Wright (Organist and Director of Music)
Stephen Disley (Assistant Organist and Director of the Girls’ Choir)
St. Paul’s Cathedral
John Scott, LVO (1956-2015)
John Gavin Scott, who died in August 2015 in New York, at the age of 59, was involved in the
music of St Paul’s Cathedral for 26 years, until his appointment in 2004 as Organist and Director of
Music at St Thomas Church, Fifth Avenue.
The son of a local GP, his early musical training was as a chorister in Wakefield Cathedral Choir
[www.wcoca.org.uk]. When his voice changed he enquired of the choir’s director, Jonathan Bielby,
if he might learn the organ. Bielby sent him away to learn two or three pieces and was surprised
when John returned a week later with a list, covering two sides of paper, of repertoire he had
learned.
His prodigious talent, combined with an appetite for sheer hard work, marked him out at an early
age and he was destined to become one of the leading church musicians of his generation and one
of the world’s finest organists.
While still a student (as Organ Scholar at St John’s College, Cambridge, 1974-78, assisting George
Guest and studying with Jonathan Bielby, Ralph Downes and Gillian Weir), he appeared as a soloist
at the BBC Proms. The following year he won the Manchester Organ Competition and he was the
first British player to win the Leipzig Bach Competition (in 1984).
Having started at St Paul’s (as well as Southwark Cathedral) as Assistant Organist at the age of 22,
he subsequently became Sub-Organist and, in 1990, Organist and Director of Music, after Christopher Dearnley retired. Under his direction, the Cathedral Choir achieved the highest standards and
was recorded extensively – including a widely acclaimed series of discs on the Hyperion label, entitled The English Anthem, as well as all the Psalms, as pointed in his own publication in 1997 of The
New St Paul’s Cathedral Psalter.
Working under John as St Paul's Organ Scholar in the late 1990s was Simon Johnson, now the
Cathedral's Organist himself. Speaking about his friend and mentor, Simon said: "John was a musical genius with exacting standards that few, if any, of us could dream of matching. As an organist,
his achievements are unparalleled. He left us at the height of his powers as a musician. John had a
deep faith and it will be a comfort to many that his strivings for musical perfection in life now find
their fulfilment in the perfection of heaven."

Page 33
As well as being Organist, John’s work at St Paul’s involved the training and direction of the choir,
and the overseeing and development of the Cathedral’s busy music programme. He performed at
numerous special occasions for the British Royal Family, including the wedding of Prince Charles
and Princess Diana, the 100th birthday of The Queen Mother, the National Service of Thanksgiving
for the Millennium, the Golden Jubilee of Queen Elizabeth II and the service held on 14 September
2001 to reflect on the atrocities of 9/11. Under his leadership, the choir toured in Europe, Japan,
and North and South America.
John was a great ambassador of the Cathedral and of church music throughout the world and in
2004 John was made a Lieutenant of the Royal Victorian Order, a personal gift of HM The Queen
for his services to St Paul’s Cathedral.
On top of his cathedral duties, John served on the organ faculty of the Royal Academy of Music and
maintained a demanding schedule of organ recitals and recordings, touring throughout the UK and
abroad. He recorded the complete works of Duruflé, Dupré, Mendelssohn and Whitlock and, in
recital series, performed the complete works of Bach, Franck and Buxtehude as well as the organ
symphonies of Vierne and Widor.
In private, he was unassuming; both modest and generous. And in his professional life he expected
from his colleagues nothing less than the same rigour and exacting standards that he imposed on
himself.
A man of deep personal faith, he requested that the new organ in St Thomas, Fifth Avenue, New
York (to where he moved in 2004) be inscribed with J.S. Bach’s famous dictum, Soli Deo Gloria.
This instrument bears his name and the inscription is a testament to a life of remarkable achievement.
John instructed many generations of choristers over the years and they owe a great debt to both
his musical inspiration and dedication.
St. Thomas, New York
The Saint Thomas Choir School, as part of the Saint Thomas Choir of Men and Boys under the direction of John Scott, gave numerous concerts and performances during the 2014-15 season. In
addition to the rigorous schedule of choral services at Saint Thomas Church, Fifth Avenue, the concert series included Music for Ceremonial Occasions with the Saint Thomas Brass, the annual performances of Handel’s Messiah with Concert Royal, the annual concert of Britten’s Ceremony of
Carols and Rutter’s Dancing Day, Bach’s St. Mathew Passion with Concert Royal, and Handel’s Israel
in Egypt with Concert Royal.
The first concert of the 2015-16 season, Mozart’s Requiem and Haydn’s Missa in Angustiis (Nelson
Mass) with the Orchestra of St. Luke’s, took place in November with Guest Conductor, Andrew
Nethsingha from St. John’s Collage Cambridge. This year’s concert series is given in memory of
John Scott.
In 2015, The Saint Thomas Choir of Men and Boys announced a major new collaboration with
Resonus Classics. The first release in spring of 2015 was J.S. Bach: Motets. The second release in
fall of 2015 was Dancing Day: Music for Christmas.
The Choir School hosted two visiting choirs which sang concerts at Saint Thomas Church. Westminster Abbey performed in November, 2014 and the choir of King’s College, Cambridge performed in
March, 2015.
Highlights for the boy choristers outside of the church calendar and concert series included recruitment tours to Florida, the Mid-Atlantic States, and New England, and singing in the Peter Sellers
production of Bach’s St. Matthew Passion as part of Lincoln Center’s White Lights Festival.
The 42nd Choirmaster’s Conference took place in May 2015 with Guest Conductor, Malcolm Archer.
The school hosts its annual alumni gathering over Columbus Day weekend. 2016’s will be held 8-9
October.
Staff changes: George Toothman resigned as Financial Assistant and Alumni Relations. We are
delighted to introduce Sophia Bryant-Scott, Office Manager, and Susan Hill, Alumni Relations.
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Requiescant in pace:
The Rev’d Canon John Andrew, OBE, DD, XI Rector. January 10, 1931 – October 17, 2014
John Scott, LVO, D. Mus., Organist and Director of Music. June 18, 1956 – August 12, 2015
Truro Cathedral
2014/15 Report from TRURO CATHEDRAL O. C. A.
Our annual reunion in September followed the familiar pattern; AGM, O.C. choir practice, tea supplied by the senior lay vicar’s wife, Evensong with the cathedral choir, a social hour at the neighbouring hostelry before dinner in the cathedral restaurant. We welcomed as guest speaker Jo Mason, the former headmaster of our choristers’ school, Polwhele House. Our next reunion will be on
Saturday 17 September 2016 to which we welcome all FCOCA members.
We welcomed three new probationers, Bryn Farrelly, Benji Harvey and Oliver Thorpe, when term
began, and launched into a very busy academic year. This was particularly so for November with
the WW1 commemoration in the cathedral’s ‘Cornwall Remembers’ week. The Cathedral Choir sang
Evensong with a WW I theme each weekday evening and the culmination came in the form of two
performances of Benjamin Britten’s War Requiem, involving over 200 singers and instrumentalists,
in which the choristers gave a particularly fine performance. On the Sunday morning of the second
performance there was a huge congregation when the Cathedral Choir also performed Fauré’s Requiem.
At our Advent Carol Service in December, we premiered Seven Magnificat Antiphons by Gabriel
Jackson. Besides our usual Christmas Concert at the Cathedral we also managed to squeeze in a
carol concert in the old Methodist Chapel in St Mawes. Our Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols on
23rd December was recorded for release as a DVD – the first one the Choir has ever made, and the
first DVD of its kind on several fronts. It included the premiere of a new carol written for us by
Cornish composer Russell Pascoe. Now available, it includes a documentary about the ‘Nine Lessons’ service and its origins in Truro in 1880, and also an audio-only CD reconstruction of the first
ever service of Nine Lessons.
We combined the boys’ annual Cushion Concert in January with our first ever ‘Be a Chorister for a
Day’ event, a successful format we shall repeat in future years. A concert in St Endellion church in
February was followed by one in the cathedral featuring music by living composers, including Gabriel Jackson. His workshop with the choristers resulted in a beautiful new piece called That wind
blowing and that tide for boys’ voices, organ and saxophone. We recorded it in May, as part of a
single-composer CD of Gabriel’s music due for release in 2016. In June, the cathedral choir gave a
live broadcast of Choral Evensong on BBC Radio 3. The station also featured a track of our recent
CD, Blow out, ye bugles as part of its flagship ‘CD Review’ programme. In our annual end of year
concert, the choir included specially-learnt music by John Tavener and Arvo Pärt. Those receiving
their TCOCA ties at the reception/party after the final Evensong, along with the DoM’s ‘memorable
moments’ were Harry Flint, James Lansdowne, Toby Pearce and William Thomas. Another leaver
was Canon Perran Gay after 21 years with us, the last 14 of those as our Canon Precentor; he is
now installed as Chaplain to the Isles of Scilly. As well as his liturgical genius, his contribution to
and support of the musical development of the Cathedral has been immense. Our new Precentor,
Reverend Simon Griffiths, takes up post in January 2016.
Although this is beyond the timeframe of this report, it is important to record that we welcomed a
wonderful new team of girl choristers to sing in the Cathedral Choir from September 2015. Whereas
the boys attend Polwhele House Preparatory School, the girls are an entirely separate group in the
older age range of 13 to 18 and attend Truro School.
ERIC DARE
Wakefield Cathedral
Wakefield Cathedral Old Choristers’ Association
Report for “Once a Chorister”
2015 has been a quiet year as regards events but the annual dinner and the Advent Sunday lunch
and AGM have given real hope for the 2016 Golden Jubilee with a big increase in attendances and
interest. Unfortunately, three supporters of the Association have died over the past fifteen months.
I am sure Richard Haigh and Jack Copley, two former long-serving lay clerks, and Trevor Copley, a
boy chorister in the late 1940s, all founder members of the Association in 1966, would have been
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looking forward to the celebrations. We were also sorry to hear of the early death of another former chorister, John Scott (you can read more about John later in the article).
Returning to a happier note, the 2015 annual dinner took place in June at Queen Elizabeth Grammar School, following evensong at the Cathedral. The Right Rev Tony Robinson, Bishop of Wakefield, was our guest speaker. The service, which preceded the meal, was sung by the boys and lay
clerks. The canticles were sung to Stanford in G and the anthem was Mathias’ “Let all the people
praise thee”. The joyful music allowed the choir to produce the high standard now reached and
expected on a weekly basis. Under Tom Moore’s direction, the boy and girl choristers appear highly
motivated and enjoy the wide-ranging repertoire, excellently supported by the lay clerks and the
organ playing of our new Assistant Organist and Director, Sachin Gunga. Chris Why, one of the
tenor choral scholars, provided musical interludes at the dinner. The thoroughly enjoyable reunion
had the largest attendance at such an event since the Association’s Silver Jubilee.
In August, we received the sad news of John Scott’s (OC) untimely death at the age of 59. As
Organist and Director of Music at St Thomas’ Church, Fifth Avenue, New York, he couldn’t attend
our events but was always keen to receive the Association’s Newsletters and kept in contact
through emails. He had offered to write the anthem for our Golden Jubilee Evensong next May. I
was in communication with him about the composition the weekend before he died as he prepared
to give what was to be his final recital in Uppsala Cathedral, Sweden, at the end of his European
recital tour. He told me he was to write the anthem in September once the new term had begun.
Sadly, this was not to be. As well as being an Old Chorister, he was also Jonathan Bielby’s first
Assistant Organist while he was still at school, having begun his organ lessons with Jonathan’s longserving predecessor, Dr Percy Saunders. At the Golden Jubilee Evensong, we are to feature some
of his music in his memory.
The Association’s good friend, Simon Lindley, the Director of Music at Leeds Minster, accepted our
invitation to write the Golden Jubilee anthem, “Sing a song of joy”, words by Thomas Campion. We
are very grateful to Simon for taking on the composition at short notice and eagerly await its arrival
in the New year.
The Advent Sunday lunch and AGM was again attended by the largest gathering in years. Girl Old
Choristers returned to combine with the girls and lay clerks at the Sung Eucharist. At the AGM, we
were very pleased to elect Emily Beal as a committee member, only the second time that we have
been able to elect a former girl chorister on to the committee. Let’s hope we can build on that in
the years to come. Following the meeting, a number of Old Choristers stayed on for the Advent
Carol Service, excellently sung by the boys and lay clerks. The Malcolm Archer descant for “Lo he
comes in clouds descending” was a fitting final hymn, with his tremendous descant filling the wellfilled Cathedral, certainly providing a uplifting end to a wonderful service.
So we now look forward to our Golden Jubilee, which we are to celebrate on Friday, 6th May, 2016,
with eager anticipation and in good heart. By then, the Cathedral restoration work will be finished.
Evensong will begin the celebrations, followed by a drinks reception in the refurbished Crypt, before
sitting down to the dinner in the Cathedral nave. Neil Collier, the managing director of Priory Records, is to be our guest speaker. The following day, the Association will host the Federation’s AGM.
We hope that some delegates, attending the AGM, will join us for our celebrations the previous
evening.
John North
Chair, Wakefield Cathedral Old Choristers’ Association
For the musicians at Wakefield, there were both enjoyable activities and difficult challenges of note
in 2015. A few are made mention of below.
After a relatively quiet start to the year, the end of May saw the commencement of “Project 2015”
which will ultimately see the redevelopment of the east end and crypt of the cathedral. At the time
of this report, the project is about half way through, and since summer we have had no use of any
areas in the cathedral east of the rood screen. The cathedral organ has remained silent since the
end of June, with services being accompanied by a four manual Magnus organ running Hauptwerk
software. The former music room in crypt has been returned to use as a Chapter House, and the
music department has relocated to the 1981 extension on the north side of the cathedral. Come
April 2016, just in time for the Federation of Old Choristers AGM, our building will be fully reopened,
and will truly be a cathedral for the use of the entire community, ready to serve for the next century and beyond.
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In October, the girls and men of the choir enjoyed a memorable and very successful tour to the
Netherlands, staying in the coastal resort of Noordwijk and performing in St. Nicholas Basilica in
Amsterdam, St. Bavo Cathedral in Haarlem and the Oude Kerk in Zoetermeer where the lunch hour
concert sold out, doubling their average audience number. If ever we needed proof that the English choral tradition is the envy of other countries, this was it! Free time activities included clog
making, cheese sampling, a visit to Delft ceramic museum and a thought provoking tour of the
Anne Frank House. Fundraising activities for this tour included a 12 hour sponsored sing, overnight
in the cathedral. The event started at 6 pm with Evensong, included a complete performance of
the Durufle Requiem at 4 am, concluded at 6 am with Matins, and raised in excess of £4000!
Shortly before the choir tour, we released our most recent CD, “Voice and verse”, which has been
received enthusiastically both locally and further afield. This CD is a recording of popular choral
classics, and is on the Priory label.
In my report last year, I recorded the death of former Wakefield Cathedral lay clerk, Jack Copley.
Thanks to a significant bequest from his estate and contributions from other members of the cathedral community, the cathedral was able to order and took delivery of 6 beautiful new nave choir
stalls, crafted by Dovetailors of Leeds. We are extremely grateful to all who made contributions to
aid the purchase of these stalls, which were put to immediate use and look first class.
Moving on to personnel changes within the music department in 2015, Wakefield lost their Canon
Precentor, Andi Hofbauer (now Rector of St. Aidan’s Leeds), their Assistant Director of Music, Simon Earl (now Organist of Christchurch Priory), and their Organ Scholar Max Smith (now Organ
Scholar at Carlisle Cathedral). Although at the time of writing the Precentor’s post is still vacant, we
were pleased to appoint Sachin Gunga as Assistant Director of Music in February, and Christopher
Baczkowski as Organ Scholar in September. Both gentlemen are great assets to the music department and are settling in well.
The following choristers left the choir in 2015; Adam Marwood, Daniel McNair, Sam Meredith, and
Hannah Jenkins (all continue at Wakefield Grammar School Foundation), Molly Cochrane (music
scholarship to Chethams School of Music), and Alice Leebetter. New recruits to the choir during
2015 were Jordan Ayoade, Peter Bodger, Felix Milner Moore, George Philip, Joseph Ward, George
Willis Howarth and Maisie Heathcote.
The lay clerks have enjoyed a year of stability and no change in personnel. We are tremendously
grateful to the lay clerks, choral scholars and deputies who give of their time so willingly to help
make the activities of the music department a success.
I conclude this report by paying tribute to our colleague Theo Saunders, former Director of Music
at Armagh Cathedral. As readers may know, Theo lost a lengthy battle with cancer early in January. I was fortunate to be able to attend his memorial service in Armagh Cathedral on January
16th. Both I and my younger brother Stephen, now Director of
Music at St. Matthew’s Northampton, worked with Theo at St.
James the Greater Church in Leicester in the 1990s, and he
was a notable influence on both of us. Theo was indeed a very
wise and godly man, kind and generous if a little extrovert,
and he will be missed by many. May he rest in peace.
Tom Moore
Director of Music
January 2016
Warwick, St Mary’s (Reunion 15th October 2016)
The 12th Annual General Meeting and Reunion of the Guild of
Ex-Choristers of the Collegiate Church of St Mary in Warwick
was held on the 3rd October 2015.
The AGM, which was chaired by Guild President, Professor
Edward Higginbottom who, in his welcoming address, commented that it was becoming increasingly difficult to recruit boys into choirs and that there was
also an increasing shortage of organists coming forward for scholarships. He encouraged that every effort that can be made is made to maintain the tradition of boy choristers at St Mary’s and
praised the Guild for their initiative in funding the Organ Scholarship.
Mark Shepherd (Chartehouse School), Guild Vice-President and past Director of Music at St Mary’s
was our guest for the day and conducted Evensong when the ex-choristers joined members of the
present choirs.
The following ex-choristers died during the year: Eric Owen, Martin Harris
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The 13th AGM/Reunion will be held on Saturday 15th October 2106
News from the choirs
It has been a very busy and fulfilling year. The weekly round of services (Wednesday Evensong sung
by the girls; Friday Evensong sung by the men; and two Sunday choral services usually sung by boys
and men) have remained at the heart of the choirs’ activities; complemented by numerous festal and
special services, including many for the town and county. In 2014 Warwick town commemorated the
1100th anniversary of its foundation and, in celebration, the choirs released a recording of dedication
music on Regent Records to critical acclaim. It includes two first recordings, both commissioned for
the choirs; the title track Gaudeamus omnes by David Briggs, and Magnificat and Nunc dimittis in A by
Philip Moore.
The choirs’ repertoire was further explored in concert, including a performance of Ceremony of Carols
by Britten, and a programme entitled Glories of England presenting works from five centuries of English music from Christopher Tye to John Tavener. A professional Festival Orchestra joined the choirs
for a performance of the Requiem by Fauré.
The choirs also continued to energetically advertise the work of St Mary’s Collegiate Church outside its
walls at events such as Carols at Warwick Castle which again attracted an audience of nearly three
thousand. The boys and men enjoyed visiting Cambridge to sing Evensong with the Chapel Choir of
Jesus College in May, and members of the Choir of Gonville and Caius College Cambridge sang with
the boys, girls and men at a morning Eucharist in June before giving an evening concert. In July the
choirs travelled to Germany, stayed in Erfurt and Leipzig, and sang a programme of English music to
large concert audiences in Meiningen and Jena and in services at the breathtaking Frauenkirche in
Dresden and at the resting place of Johann Sebastian Bach, the Thomaskirche in Leipzig.
February’s Be a Chorister open day and recent energetic work in local schools have resulted in a very
pleasing number of new choristers taking places in the choirs. The following choristers left the choirs
this year. Boys: Dominic Ellis, Patrick Ellis. Girl: Anne Devereux
Thomas Corns, Director of Music, December 2015
WELLS CATHEDRAL CHOIR ASSOCIATION
WCCA News
The annual Wells Cathedral Choir Association reunion took place on 24th April 2015. 20 ex-choristers
joined the Great Choir for sung Evensong singing Stanford in B flat and Harwood's O How Glorious is
the Kingdom. The enhanced choir, with age range of 15 to 80, made itself well and truly heard, filling
the cathedral with ‘a joyful noise’. The day finished with a well-earned drink and dinner at The Fountain Inn, with lots of choir tales of yesteryear.
Next year Wells Cathedral is playing host to the National Festival of the Federation of Cathedral Old
Choristers' Associations on the weekend of 29 April to 1 May 2016. This is taking the place of our
annual Wells Cathedral Choir Association reunion. It is the first time that Wells has hosted the festival
and we will be expecting in the order of 100 ex-choristers from around the country to participate. The
sung evensong with the Great Choir will be a highlight of the weekend, but we will also holding a
festival banquet on the Saturday night to celebrate Cathedral music-making and to do so in a place
where we only recently celebrated 1100 years of the foundation of our very own chorister school will
be very fitting. We hope that ex-choristers, organists, choral scholars and vicars choral will be at the
heart of this festival.
Wells Cathedral Choir News
On Palm Sunday, 29 March 2015, the Great Choir performed acclaimed composer Bob Chilcott’s setting of the St John Passion in a devotional service. An hour-long work, Chilcott composed the piece for
Wells Cathedral Choir.
The service was also the launch of the recording for Signum Records. It reached number 14 in the
Specialist Classical Chart, and has received excellent reviews
The latest CD release from Wells Cathedral Choir is of the American composer Gary Davison’s choral
music. Steeped in the rich Anglican choral tradition, he is one of the US’s leading composers of sacred
choral music. The recording is a mix of anthems, canticles and a mass setting, both accompanied and
unaccompanied.
The BBC Radio 3 broadcast was sung this year by the Girl Choristers and Vicars Choral. It fell between
two Saints’ Days: Columba, Abbot of Iona (9 June), and Barnabas the Apostle (11 June). As such, the
music reflected the festal nature of these two feasts. The service included the first broadcast of Sir
John Tavener’s Preces and Responses (commissioned for the choir by Cathedral Commissions), Finzi’s
Magnificat, Holst’s Nunc dimittis, and Leighton’s anthem Gaudeamus (from ‘A Sequence for All
Saints’).
The Cathedral welcomes visiting choirs to sing the services during the school holidays. During the
summer of 2015, we were fortunate to welcome twelve such groups, which led the worshiping life of
the cathedral whilst the cathedral choir was on vacation.
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These choirs were from Trinity Episcopal Cathedral, South Carolina, USA Holy Innocents’ Episcopal
Church, Atlanta, USA; Collegium Singers; Choir of St Alphege, Solihull; The Choir of Lincoln College;
Croydon Minster; St John’s Episcopal Church,Lynchburg, Virginia, USA; Harmonia Sacra; St Mary’s
Parish Church, Moseley; The Acis Chamber Singers, Washington, USA; Voces Assumptionis, and
Wessex Chamber Choir.
Leavers
We would like to say thank you to those who left the Cathedral Music Foundation during the course
of this year. They were: choristers Natalie Borenstein, Freya Carruthers, Niamh Davies, Flora Hartz,
Madeleine Perring, Maxim Davis, Zach Everson, and Greg Wills; Choral Scholar Daniel Brown; Vicars
Choral Tim Angel and Julian Robinson-Porter; and Senior Organ Scholar Nicholas Freestone.
At the time of writing, we have just said goodbye to Dean John Clarke who is retiring in January
2016. He has been a wonderful support to the cathedral choir and a much valued President of the
WCCA.
Chris Seaton, Chairman, Wells Cathedral Choir Association
Westminster Abbey
BY JAMES O'DONNELL, Organist and Master of the Choristers
SPRING 2016
MUSIC
The Abbey Choir is continuing to relish its new rehearsal facilities in the new Song School. The second rehearsal room on the first floor has transformed the way we can work and enables us to make
the most effective use of our rehearsal time. For example, during morning song school the boys'
singing teachers can simply collect their next students from the main rehearsal room, teach them
upstairs, and then return them to the main rehearsal room. Similarly, the younger boys have their
sessions upstairs, and we can hold separate decani and cantoris rehearsals, or coach soloists for a

few minutes, without interrupting the flow of the main rehearsal or wasting time. On occasion, the
lay vicars have rehearsed in the second room while the boys have worked in the main room downstairs. I have also received word from the William Drake organ workshop that the new practice
organ is taking shape well. This will greatly enhance the Abbey's musical facilities.
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The Abbey Choir has been busy with concerts. In early December we performed Handel's Messiah with our regular instrumentalist partners St James's Baroque. All the soloists were drawn from
the choir. Three lay vicars 'stepped out' of the choir to sing the solo movements. Simon
Ponsford, Simon Wall and Jonathan Brown were an excellent trio. The soprano arias were divided
between five trebles, who sang with great poise and cool-headedness. The performance (among
many competitors) attracted the interest of the Guardian music critic, who praised the choir's
vivid projection of the text, and gave each soloist a brief, complimentary review. Handel remains
much on our mind as we prepare for a performance of Israel in Egypt, as part of the London
Festival of Baroque Music, in May. Again, the soloists will be drawn from the choir. BBC Radio 3
will broadcast the concert live, thereby reaching a wide audience.
The Lady Chapel of King Henry VII was consecrated 500 years ago this year. To mark the anniversary the Abbey is planning a small festival of which music will be an important component.
Many readers of this magazine will be aware that the Lady Chapel was where the Abbey Choir, as
we now know it, began life. The Masses and Offices sung in the Chapel were always more musically elaborate than those of the Abbey Church. From the late fourteenth century the records
show that boys from the Abbey's almonry school began to sing in the chapel. This, in essence,
was the antecedent of the choir of boys and men that Henry VIII transferred into his Cathedral
(as it briefly was) and which was later established in the statutes of Elizabeth I's new collegiate
foundation. As part of the Lady Chapel 500 celebrations, the choir will sing at two Eucharists, the
first of which is a Requiem Mass on 21 April (Henry VII's obit), and will give a recital of English
music in honour of the Blessed Virgin Mary, reflecting of course the dedication of the chapel,
drawing from the riches of the Marian repertory over five centuries.
In February the choir recorded a new disc for Hyperion Records of twentieth century choral music
by Finzi, Bax and Ireland. Shortly after this we broadcast choral evensong live on Radio 3, includ-

ing Finzi's marvellous anthem Lo, the full, final sacrifice which we had recently recorded. The
following week the Commonwealth Day Service was televised live by the BBC in honour of The
Queen's 90th birthday. In addition to what I hope was a telling musical contribution, the choir
was able to offer its own, if early, birthday greetings to Her Majesty. As usual, immediately after
the service The Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh, together with other members of the Royal
family, met the choir as it lined the route from the Great West Door. The boys presented Her
Majesty with a framed montage comprising a new portrait of her (by them), together with two
mounted photographs: one of today's Abbey choristers and the other her first winning horse as
an owner, in 1953 - serendipitously named 'Choirboy'. The Queen appeared delighted by the
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gesture.
I am writing immediately after a wonderful, though as ever demanding, Holy Week and Easter. It
is important to say that, despite all the excitements of concerts, recordings and broadcasts, the
daily and weekly Offices and liturgies are what underpins all the choir's work and the services of
Holy Week are, in a sense, the pinnacle. We also maintain the practice of giving a devotional
concert in Holy Week. This year we performed Bach's great St Matthew Passion, which had once
been an annual tradition in the Abbey, admittedly in a different style of performance, but had not
been done for many years. As usual the (excellent) orchestra was St James's Baroque and almost
all the soloists were drawn from the choir. All excelled in a memorable performance. Mark Dobell
was the authoritative Evangelist, or narrator, whose poise and authority helped pace the entire
work. Jonathan Brown sang the part of Christ beautifully and expressively. Among all the other
notable soloists, Daniel Livermore (second chorister) deserves special mention for his affecting
account of the aria Aus Liebe, which is notorious among solo sopranos for being so exposed. The
boys, who had been working on the piece intermittently since Christmas, took to the demanding
music and German text with gusto and a determination to get things exactly right. It was good,
too, to be able to include some of the younger Abbey boys, with the boys of St Margaret's Church,
who together formed the ripieno choir. I would just mention two further musical high points of
this year's Holy Week: first, a riveting performance on Palm Sunday evening of Tournemire's rarely-played Chorale-poems on the seven last words of Christ, given by the newly-appointed Assistant Organist, Matthew Jorysz, who succeeded Martin Ford after Christmas; and, secondly, the
late John Scott's Missa Dies resurrectionis which was the setting at the Sung Eucharist on Easter
Day. It was good to be able to pay tribute to this fine musician and much-missed colleague in this
way.

New choir stalls in Wakefield Cathedral
Winchester Cathedral Old Choristers’ Association Newsletter and Report 2015.
(Summer Reunion: Saturday 25th June 2016.)
On Saturday 27th June we held our annual summer reunion with old choristers joining Winchester
Cathedral Choir to sing Choral Evensong under the direction of Musical Director, Andrew Lumsden.
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Before Evensong, returning old choristers had the chance to join the crowds visiting CASCADES –
the theme for this year’s spectacular festival of flowers; a stunning series of arts’ installations and
floral sculptures which had been imaginatively constructed and displayed in every area of Winchester Cathedral.
After the service, we returned to The Pilgrims’ School, where 50 members and their guests sat
down for a formal dinner, chaired by Mike Gordon. We were joined by our President, The Very
Reverend James Atwell, The Dean of Winchester and his wife, Lorna.
Following an excellent meal, the Chairman first thanked Andrew Lumsden for extending his traditional invitation to returning Old Choristers to join the choir in singing Choral Evensong; this is a
part of the reunion day which is very significant and much appreciated. Mike then introduced the
new Headmaster, Mr Tom Burden, who made us all very welcome and reflected on his early, very
busy but very happy months at The Pilgrims’ School and his confidence in maintaining the close
relationship with our thriving association. This was followed by our guest speaker, Dr John Crook
FSA, consultant archaeologist to Winchester Cathedral. In a very interesting and enlightening talk,
John brought us up to date with many of the restoration projects and developments that are currently taking shape in and around the Cathedral.
Finally, Mike thanked Gavin Roynon, his contemporary and friend at Pilgrims’, for his excellent
leadership as our Chairman, touching also on a few lighter moments on the school sports field
where Gavin had excelled (he later captained Oxford University at Squash for three years and
earned membership of the MCC). Gavin took over as Chairman of Winchester Cathedral Old Choristers’ Association in 1999. He stood down as Chairman last year due to poor health. Both Gavin and
his wife, Patsy, were presented with gifts on behalf of all the members. We wish them well and
look forward to seeing them at future Old Choristers’ events and in the cathedral, in years to come.
During his time as Chairman, Gavin revitalised our association, increasing our membership and
fostering a very close and active relationship with the Music and Liturgy Department of the Cathedral and with The Pilgrims’ School. Gavin had been Head Chorister in 1949 and I have heard him
share many fascinating memories and extraordinary stories about his time as a chorister during the
Second World War. I remember him sharing one memory of the time when a group of choristers
were taken up the Cathedral Tower on VE Night – because of the “black out regulations” during
wartime, he had never seen street lights before! He also remembered seeing Princess Elizabeth
driving through Winchester, on her way to Broadlands, in Romsey, on her wedding day. “I had
never seen a Princess – she looked like a fairy tale,” Gavin said, with one of his characteristic,
naughty smiles!
We all owe so much to Gavin, for his personal and very professional leadership of our association
over many, very productive years. As a committee, we all really enjoyed working with him, whether it was discussing new ideas or initiatives, filling hundreds of envelopes with newsletters or the
“Once A Chorister” magazine, having “business meetings” over lunch in a variety of pubs in Hampshire and Berkshire or sitting in his beautiful garden, beside the river Loddon or on his beloved
canal boat! There was never a dull moment with Gavin around and he certainly kept all of us on
our toes! I am sure that our members feel that the association really moved forward during his
time as Chairman, planning and coordinating a wide variety of projects and events linked to the
school and to the Cathedral – notably hosting the 79th Federation Festival in Winchester in 2009.
It is a time for other changes linked to WCOCA.
Mike Gordon, who took over the role of Chairman last year, due to Gavin’s poor health, will hand
over the role of Chairman to Edward Bagnall at the next AGM due to be held on Saturday 19th
December 2015. We thank Mike for ensuring that, in Gavin’s absence, WCOCA continued to flourish. Mike will continue in his role as Hon. Treasurer. After many years of loyal service and efficient
administration, Malcolm Green handed over his role as Federation Representative and Membership
Secretary of WCOCA to Peter Lockwood last Easter. Again, we thank Malcolm for all his hard work
keeping our membership records up to date.
The final change in personnel is that I will be handing over my role as Hon. Secretary of WCOCA to
Russell Brandon at this year’s AGM. I have really enjoyed my time in the role of Hon. Secretary of
our association and I hope that our own membership and other old choristers from around the
country, who have contacted me over the years with a variety of interesting and challenging ques-
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tions, feel that I have served them well! The partnership between the Chairman and the Hon. Secretary is crucial, and, as I mentioned earlier in this report, I really enjoyed working with Gavin over
many years of what I hope our membership considered to be years of interesting change and development, together with our committee. I wish Edward and Russell all the very best as they seek to
steer WCOCA through the challenges and opportunities that lie ahead. I take this opportunity – my
last newsletter and report – to offer a few points for consideration by our membership and the wider
community we are part of.
Cathedrals and their traditions must live alert to the challenges that face them and be responsive to
change, from within as from without. Serious challenges need to be addressed in relation to musical
and social contexts that have changed significantly in recent years and continue to change rapidly.
Cathedral music has never before been more vigorous, widely active, and of such generally high
standard; yet it is vulnerable, perhaps as never before, to social change, problems of recruitment and
pressure of funding. There is a real danger of the perception that choristers will be drawn predominantly from a higher socio-economic group of affluent, often professional families. The positive benefits and opportunities; musical, personal, social, educational and spiritual, of the chorister experience,
need to be offered, and be available more widely. The uniqueness of a child’s experience in a cathedral choir and the range of opportunities this experience provides need to be presented through imaginative and effective public relations to a more socially diverse cross-section of society; experiences
such as being part of a close-knit, highly trained and disciplined team of other children, working in
partnership with adults. Within such a group, children are capable of artistic, technical and personal
attainments far beyond what one might expect for their age; skills which will benefit them in their
future lives, careers and roles in adult life.
The cathedral choir is far more than a music provider for cathedral worship. It is also a community in
its own right with specific educational, musical and spiritual purposes, particularly with regard to
children. The future of cathedral music depends on maintaining, extending and diversifying the commitment to chorister recruitment, retention, training and education and developing the resources
necessary to employ skilled adult musicians as Directors of Music, organists and singers. The survival
and healthy continuity of cathedral music may depend on asking and addressing some potentially
awkward or uncomfortable questions. Creative solutions must be sought to challenging problems,
achieved through collaboration and trust, open-minded discussions with no hint of bias or specific
angle. Arrogance and elitism breeds failure.
The importance, the value and the impact of the tradition of choral music in English cathedrals is
understood by those who have experienced it, but ways need to be found to express and convey this
experience to all sections of society; even within the seemingly less religious, consumer culture we
seem to be living in today. The music of English cathedrals is by any reckoning as distinguished as
the architecture. Music is a major contribution to the vitality of cathedral life. Every cathedral can
readily identify its uniqueness. Worship enriched by music is of inestimable value. It needs to be
sustained as a living tradition; a tradition that should not remain static or frozen in time, but living,
demonstrating a vitality that is dependent on constant review and renewal. English cathedral music is
unique; in its very nature, in its contribution to western culture, in the educational opportunities and
range of Christian experiences it offers young people and their families; experiences and opportunities that should be open to every child. Care and help for families to find their way into the musical,
personal, social, spiritual and educational culture of cathedrals, without awkwardness, needs to be at
the heart of a more inclusive, more socially diverse approach.
Andrew Snow
Hon. Secretary
WCOCA
Winchester Cathedral Choirs 2014-2015
Report prepared by Sue Armstrong, Choirs Administrator.
Music and Liturgy Department, Winchester Cathedral.
Broadcasts
Boy choristers and lay clerks of Chichester, Salisbury and Winchester at Southern Cathedrals Festival
in Salisbury - Friday 17 July 2015.
Concerts
Monteverdi Vespers, Winchester Cathedral – performed by The Sixteen with the Boy Choristers :
6 November 2014.
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Christmas Carol Concert: Dorchester Abbey, Oxford in aid of Oxford Children’s Hospital,
December 2014.
Concert of Christmas music – Symphony Hall, Birmingham: Girl and boy choristers with lay clerks:
December 2014.
Concert at St John’s Church, Itchen Abbas – Girl Choristers: February 2015.
Bach St Matthew Passion, Winchester Cathedral – performed by the Waynflete Singers with the
Boy Choristers: 21 March 2015.
BBC Promenade Concert, Royal Albert Hall, London: Nielsen’s Hymnus Amoris – performed by the
Danish National Orchestra and Choir, conducted by Fabio Luisi with Boy and Girl Choristers: August
2015.
Tours
Girl Choristers to Stavanger Cathedral: 30 October – 2 November 2014.
The leaving boy choristers are Isaac Hankins, Nik Lipp, Teddy Ridley and Alex Wainwright.
The leaving girl choristers are Imogen Baker, Patricia Drummond, Emily Pacey, Rosa Sparks and
Claudia Woosnam.
We wish them all the very best as they continue their musical and educational journeys.
York Minster
Germany Trip
On the 7th of April, the York Minster senior choristers and song men went to Germany on a tour of
the south. When we arrived, we had dinner in Salem parish house, hosted by Father Peter Nicola.
After the meal, we were collected by our host families.
On Friday, we had a practice in the morning and then went to Wiengarten Minster, which is home
to one of the biggest and oldest organs in the South of Germany. The director of music told us
many facts about the church.
Although he claimed that he couldn't speak much English, I think we all understood most of what
he said. In the afternoon, we all visited a monkey/stork park. We each got a handful of popcorn to
feed to them.
On Saturday, we visited Rheinfall in Switzerland. They were estimated to be about 15,000 years
old. In the evening, from Giles Swayne to Thomas Tallis. The acoustic was amazing and the audience gave us a standing ovation at the end, which made us extremely proud to be from York Minster.
On our final day in Germany, we sung The Missa pro Victoria mass and Parson's Ave Maria. In the
middle of the day, we had a rounders match, decani versus cantoris. In the end, can won by only 1
rounder. We finished the day with a beautiful evensong in Salem Münster, the
Magnificat and Nunc Dimmittis by H.K.Andrews performed with stunning solos from Harvey Oldershaw and Jack Comerford.
Some of the year 7 and 8 choristers were a little confused as to which language to speak, having
just come back from a trip to France.
The first night with our hosts was a bit awkward because they were complete strangers to us, but
we soon got to know them. They were all extremely kind to us and made us all feel at home, some
even bought us sweets on arrival.
Overall we all had a great time. 'Danke' to everybody who made this tour possible, especially Father Peter Nicola and we hope to return soon!
By Harvey and Gabriella, Yr 8 choristers
GLOUCESTER CATHEDRAL OLD CHORISTERS ASSOCIATION
The Cathedral Choir
As usual, as many people head to the continent for their summer holidays, the Cathedral Choir in
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July 2014 had to work exceedingly hard at the Worcester Three Choirs Festival, which was one
of the most musically taxing festivals for the choristers in recent times. One of the concerts included a fantastic, but seriously difficult commissioned work from the German composer, Torsten Rasch. This piece, “A foreign field”, had a second performance in Germany in February,
when the children’s choir lines were sung by the Worcester Cathedral choristers. Our two senior
choristers, Oliver Gibb and Crispin Burton were invited on the trip to strengthen the Worcester
boys’ contribution.
One of the saddest, and sometimes most frustrating, parts of the job of a conductor of a boys’
choir, is having to say “goodbye” to a chorister when his voice has “broken” much earlier than it
should have done! A boy’s singing voice is a precious musical instrument, because it doesn’t last
long. Being a successful Cathedral Chorister requires not only a good voice, but also a good
attitude and a lot of practical and musical intelligence. When a boy joins our Cathedral Choir,
usually around the age of eight, he will take two years to mature sufficiently to make a decent
contribution. These days, many boys start to lose their “Treble” voices as early as age eleven,
and very few last until they are thirteen. So a simple calculation will reveal for how long a boy
sings at his best in the choir! After all that training, the average chorister contributes 100% for
between 18 and 30 months. The year just past will remain in my memory as a year in which the
choir lost a large number of first rate boys, many of them far earlier than I had hoped.
The excellent boys who have left in the past twelve months, entirely owing to biological reasons,
are Edward Chan, Sebastian Ferris, John Cridland, and Owen Brook. I was very sorry indeed to
see these boys leave before their time. The choir this year has thus had the youngest average
age in my eight years, and the boys have done wonderfully well, ably led by Head Chorister
Oliver Gibb. I am very grateful that he stayed the course to provide some maturity to the “front
line”. Oliver stayed with us until the end of this year’s historic 300th Three Choirs Festival in
Hereford. We are also sorry to lose Xav Cleland who gained a place at Sir Thomas Rich’s School
from September. Other members of staff who departed in the summer were our Organ Scholar,
Josef Laming, who has gained an Organ Scholarship at New College, Oxford; and the Choral
Scholars : Lewis Cullen, who is to go to read music at Durham University, and be a Choral
Scholar in the cathedral there and Peter Weatherley, who is going to Royal Holloway University.
The choir members were sad to lose the senior Lay Clerk, Russell Burton, who leaves after a
distinguished decade in the choir. We are all pleased that Russell is to remain as the Choristers’
Singing Teacher. Another Lay Clerk, James Geidt, has left to study at the Royal Academy of
Music.
The young choir has distinguished itself many times in the past twelve months. The choir appeared on BBCTV’s News At Ten, when it performed recently-discovered music by the
nationally-famous local composer, Sir Hubert Parry.
The choir has also performed at a large number of special services in the cathedral including
services for the Freemasons, the High Sheriff, and several memorial services, one for that great
friend of the cathedral and governor of the King’s School, the much-missed
John Holroyd. The members of the choir have enjoyed our regular “orchestral” eucharists, where
the choir is accompanied by players from the Cheltenham-based Corelli Ensemble; and they
continue to enjoy our termly visits to parishes in the diocese on Sunday evenings- the choir has
given concerts in Cheltenham, Charlton Kings and Ashleworth. For many of the choir’s “regular”
supporters, the highlights of the cathedral’s musical year are the two
performances which the choristers give of Britten’s enchanting “Ceremony of Carols”; this year,
one of the performances was conducted with great aplomb by the Cathedral’s new
Singing Development Leader, Nia Llewelyn Jones, the candlelit processions and the wonderful
harp playing of Eluned Pierce live a long time in people’s memories. The choir also performed
splendidly in the annual performance of Bach’s St. John Passion on Good Friday, and at the
All Souls’ Requiem Mass in November; this year, we performed John Sanders’s Requiem, an
exquisite but difficult unaccompanied piece.
The Lay Clerks and Choristers each had notable musical excursions separately from each other!
The Lay Clerks performed at the House of Lords in January, at an event to mark the launching of
the Three Choirs Festival’s new Foundation. They performed brilliantly to an audience of MPs,
Lords, London music critics, and conductors and performers of international stature. The Choristers sang the “ripieno” chorus in Bach’s St. Matthew Passion in the
cathedral in March, perched high up along the west-facing ridge of the organ screen!
So our young choir has had a full and rewarding twelve months, and will be a more
experienced unit when the great Three Choirs Festival returns to Gloucester in July 2016.
Director of Music, Adrian Partington
Gloucester Cathedral Old Choristers Association
I am delighted once more to update the Federation on our activities during 2015 and to look
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ahead to our Reunion weekend in 2016.
Dates for your diaries are the 16th and 17th September, 2016.
Our Committee met twice during the year and had to rearrange the dates of the annual
reunion as the World Rugby programme was due to seriously disrupt traffic and parking on the
dates originally planned. So for a change, we met on the Sunday and our new Old
Choristers were welcomed into the Association at the Eucharist. Canon Celia Thomson led a fitting
and memorable ceremony during the service which our new members and their families enjoyed
very much. I was pleased to welcome personally all new OCs on the day and will follow up with
official letters following our Committee meeting in January.
Canon Neil Heavisides, Precentor at the Cathedral for many years has moved to Cambridge, and
we had to say goodbye. Neil worked for many years as the Association’s key contact with the
Clergy and we are all so grateful to him for all his support down the years,
At the Reunion, we had an excellent Sunday lunch carvery in the dining hall of the King’s School.
Our guest speaker this year was Mark Lee, Director of Music at Bristol Cathedral. We were all
delighted to see Mark once again and his wife, Diana. Mark gave a fascinating and moving talk on
his time at Gloucester, when John Sanders was Musical Director. Many of us were only too aware
how much John’s legacy meant to Mark and
indeed how much of John’s influence is still
tangible.
Looking ahead, our Reunion weekend for
2016 promises to be a super occasion. We
begin the planning in January and our hope
is to put on an Old Choristers Concert, with
support from the Cathedral Choir. We will
keep our website up to date with plans.
So many Old Choristers and I were deeply
sad to hear of the passing of John Bowdler.
I remember John from my days in the Choir
in the 1960s. He had vision and drive and
gave so much of his life to the Association.
But, on a much wider Federation canvass,
dear John played a major role.
We were delighted to attend the Federation
Festival this summer, at Exeter Cathedral.
Festival evensong was a great occasion with
the back rows extending almost right
around the Quire! Dinner was great fun as
well, although I felt that the gift of a teatowel for the ladies (notwithstanding they
were Exeter towels) caused just a little
quizzical look here and there, but we
agreed it was all done in the best possible
taste! The Festival weekend also marked
Andrew Millington’s final evensong. This
was an even bigger event in the Nave –
close to 100 singers taking part. It was a
treat to be singing in the company of members of the Gloucester
Committee, Bill Armiger and Janet Sanders.
The new Song School organ
We plan to come to Wells for the 2016 Federation Reunion and very much look forward
again to catching up with old friends.
My thanks as always go to our Cathedral team – Adrian, Nia and Jonathan who enthusiastically
support our Association – we could not keep going without you!
Wishing everyone a wonderful 2016.
John Balsdon, Chairman, GCOCA
The Choir of Bristol Cathedral
This has been a typically busy and fulfilling year for the Cathedral Choirs, and our wonderfully able
and dedicated team of singers has continued to provide music at the highest level for the liturgy of
our magnificent Cathedral.
Our choristers have enjoyed a very good year with both teams (boys and girls) performing extremely well. We start this year with 24 girls and 18 boys (including probationers).
We continue to be firmly committed to our two top lines and take huge pleasure and pride in what
they are achieving. Last year we valedicted Jess Ince, Maddy Lloyd, Alice Boult,
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Ben Davison, Jack Wilfan and Marcus Wood. We have also enjoyed the services of a team of very
good men. We welcome Peter Wagstaff as a new Lay Clerk this September, replacing Nils Greenhow, Rob Jeffrey, replacing Matthew Paine, and new Choral Scholars in the shape of Oliver Parry,
and Oliver Chubb. John Laichena, who joined us during last year, remains in post.
A year of consolidation and progress has seen many new additions to the repertoire, including
Kenneth Leighton’s notoriously difficult Second Service. The Choir made its first appearance at the
cenotaph on Remembrance Sunday – an ambition long harboured by a number of us, and were
delighted to be involved in this most civic act. This year’s Carols by Candlelight showed the Choir
to be on top form, and the presence of local boy Joe Simms, from TV’s Broadchurch, as reader,
added more than a hint of glamour, and his account of Christmas in the trenches held the huge
audience spellbound.
This year we are gearing up for a return visit to Bordeaux, also taking in Toulouse, so there will
be the usual round of fundraising activity. The Choir is already booked in to sing for the CBI in
Bristol next month.
Our Cathedral Consort (youth choir), which caters mainly for former choristers and other
talented singing youngsters continues to develop under the direction of Paul Walton, our
Assistant Organist, and we look forward to more great things from them over the year. They have
now started adding Eucharists to their palate of activity, with the result that they are
being heard by a greater number – all to the good. Both Choirs continue to be very busy,
without even including the singing of some 240 services!
This year marked the 10th anniversary of girl choristers at the Cathedral. The occasion was
marked with a special Choral Evensong followed by a reunion tea for current and past members of
the Choir.
Andrew Campbell
Mark Lee
Chair, Bristol Cathedral Choral Alumni
Director Of Music
Ely (Reunion 10 September 2016)
Society of Ely Choristers, Annual Reunion, 12 September 2015
A very successful reunion was attended by over 50 members and guests. It was pleasing that
included in that number were a number of relatively recent leavers, including five former girl choristers. After an excellent lunch in The Almonry Restaurant, our guest speaker was
James Bowman, the world renowned counter tenor, who was an Ely chorister in the 1950s.
James entertained us with anecdotes and occasional amusingly forthright comments about his
years in the choir and his long and successful subsequent musical career.
At the AGM, which was held after Choral Evensong, the Dean, Very Revd Mark Bonney, accepted
an invitation to succeed Canon David Pritchard as the Society’s President.
John Marshall (Chairman, Society of Ely Choristers)
Ely Cathedral Choir
The Boys’ Cathedral Choir has had a most successful year undertaking the usual packed
programme of tours and recordings on top of a busy schedule of services in the Cathedral. Easter
2015 was a particular highlight: full services with the combined choirs of boys and girls, along
with recording the Sunrise Service in the Lady Chapel (Boys) and the live BBC Radio 3 broadcast
of Choral Evensong with the combined Boys’ and Girls’ Choirs.
An intense and enjoyable five days of worship.
Whichever choir is singing the two holidays at Easter and Christmas are always a happy stayover
experience for the girls or boys. There are no lessons, a packed programme of singing and
services along with plenty of extra-curricular activities and trips. This year the boys had an
extensive tour of the nooks and crannies of the Cathedral experiencing parts of the building that
most people never normally see, such as climbing over the Nave roof and gazing down on the full
length of the Cathedral from the Triforium at the East End.
Summer events included a concert at Waltham Abbey singing alongside the Abbey Choir. Ely
Cathedral Choir was welcomed by Jonathan Lilley, former Assistant Organist at Ely. This was
followed by the Summer Swing in the Cathedral when the combined choirs of Ely departed from
their usual genre to take in music by Gershwin and Frank Sinatra. Hard work and definitely
outside their comfort zone but very enjoyable!
Summer Swing in Ely Cathedral
In November 2015, at the invitation of the Royal Schools of Church Music and the Krakow Music
Conservatoire, the Cathedral Choir completed a four-day tour of Krakow, Poland. The boys and
men acquitted themselves with distinction as ambassadors for the Anglican choral tradition. As
well as fulfilling the role of demonstration choir in a conference of church musicians from all over
Poland, the choir held a series of workshops and concerts, enjoyed sightseeing and experienced a
sombre visit to Auschwitz.
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The Choir said farewell to four choristers but welcomed in new members. In a new initiative from
September 2015 boys will be recruited into Ely Cathedral Choir a year earlier than usual. “Colt
Choristers” starting in school Year 3 will not be required to board during their first year and will
undergo a special schedule of training.
Robin Laird (Society of Ely Choristers)
Boy leavers: Sam Black, Reuben Kirkman, David Thomson, Thomas Tolliday
Ely Cathedral Girls’ Choir (ECGC)
The girls have had another busy and successful year in 2015, with a variety of exciting
extra-liturgical events to complement the regular round of rehearsal and services which make up
their weekly routine.
The Lent Term saw the girls visit Peterborough Cathedral to sing a joint Evensong with the newlyformed Girls’ Choir from the Peterborough School, whose founding director, Louise Reid, was
ECGC’s first conductor. The Choir returned briefly in the middle of the Easter vacation to join with
the boys and men in a fabulous live broadcast of Evensong on BBC Radio 3, which showed Ely
Cathedral’s music programme at its best. ECGC started the Summer Term early, with a recording
for Regent Records of settings of the Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis for upper voices and organ,
including repertoire by Cecilia McDowall, Malcolm Archer, Peter Aston, and Bernard Rose, amongst
others. The disc will be released later in 2016 and there is a good deal of
anticipation about it, especially in the States where a number of churches and cathedrals have
regular services with their top lines only.
Two other highlights of the term were the summer concert with girls, boys, and men and the
amazing 78 RPM Swing Band, and a trip to the sing a service for the Cathedral’s twinned parish of
St John at Hackney.
In the Michaelmas Term 2015, the Choir welcomed a new assistant organist, Alexander Goodwin,
who graduated last year from Worcester College, Oxford, where he had been Organ Scholar, as
well as three new Year 9 choristers. Also welcomed were a new Sixth Form Organ Scholar and
two Sixth Form Choral Scholars, both basses, who sing with ECGC whenever they are on duty with
the men. Highlights of the term have included singing for the Cathedral Remembrance Day Service, for Advent Sunday and the final stayover weekend, a joint concert with the Croydon Gospel
Choir and the wonderful conductor and musician, Ken Burton. Term ended with Britten’s Ceremony of Carols in the Lady Chapel, followed by the first of the Cathedral’s Carol Services.
Sarah MacDonald (Director, Ely Cathedral Girls’ Choir)
Girl leavers: Fiona Campbell, Annie Green
FCOCA ONCE A CHORISTER 2016 CHELMSFORD REPORT
As far as the Old Choristers' Association is concerned, it was decided that there was to be no formal contact made with former choristers in 2015. To date, as with a few other associations, it has
proved difficult to entice many members to be active within the association, and so the
committee members will meet in May 2016 to decide the next steps.
As to the Cathedral Choirs, they have been active in 2015 over and above the singing of the daily
services. In February, Canzona returned to accompany the first in a projected series of annual
performances of Handel's Messiah, and by the time you read this the 2016 performance will have
taken place. Chelmsford led the singing at the commemoration of the Gallipoli campaign at the
Cenotaph in London in the presence of HM The Queen and HRHs The Duke of Edinburgh and The
Duke of Cambridge. The singing was with the massed bands of the Royal Marines and other regiments.
In the summer the Cathedral and Girl’s Choirs travelled abroad, to Paris and Chartres
respectively, and then in December both choirs celebrated the 70th birthday of internationally
renowned composer John Rutter, with a concert of his music.
The ancient ceremony of electing a Boy Bishop was introduced when one chorister is elected by
others to give a sermon and preside over the service. It is planned to alternate this with the Girl’s
Choir on a biennial basis. Choral Evensong was broadcast on BBC Radio 3 on March 23 this year.
Outgoing Choral Scholars were Theo Perry (to Auckland, NZ), Vidthyan Vasanthan, John James
Robson, Connor Devonish (to Oxford) and William Shorey (to Norwich).
Incomers in the year were Themba Mvula, Peter Dockrill, Carlo Zanetti, Ben Goble,
Richard Taylor, Zachary Kleanthous, Edward Hollier and Joshua Roche.
Organ Scholar Weston Jennings left in the summer to study at the Institute of Sacred Music at
Yale, and Rosie Vinter started as Organ Scholar in September.
The only boy to leave during 2015 was Zachary Holman.
Girls leaving in 2015 were Esme Hollier, Harriet Kurzynski, Elspeth Manders and Regan
Mudhar. Elspeth has gone on to be a choral scholar at Worcester College Oxford.
Winchester College Quiristers
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One of the most exciting projects involving the Quiristers this year has been a plainsong recording made in conjunction with David Perry, the film and television composer. David and I hatched
this idea in the Wykeham Arms in Winchester, and it has been a
fascinating and fruitful collaboration. The boys have recorded 13 plainsong tracks in Latin, to
which David has added his own electro-acoustic sounds. The result, a wonderful fusion of those
timeless mediaeval melodies with a modern sound world, has attracted much interest. Do go on
You Tube and check out one of our tracks: Winchester College Quiristers will find it.
The start of the year also heralded the release of our new Stanford Choral Music disc, available
from Convivium Records (CR027). The programme includes well known works such as the Three
Motets, together with some other Stanford pieces which have been previously unrecorded. The
disc has received fine reviews, and, if you enjoy the music of Stanford, is a must for your collection. It has very detailed and informative programme notes by Professor Jeremy Dibble.
As well as our regular liturgical duties in the College Chapel, the choir has been busy with concerts, tours, broadcasts and recordings. In October 2014, early in the academic year, we sang a
special BBC Choral Evensong to mark the 50th anniversary of the death of Sir George Dyson,
with a complete programme of his music. Dyson was Master of Music at Winchester from 1924
until 1938, when he became Director of the Royal College of Music in London.
Also that month we hosted the Amicabilis Concordia Evensong, a service sung by the joint choirs
of Eton and Winchester to which we always greatly look forward. Our two foundations are very
close, as are also the four colleges which make up the original Amicabilis Concordia, Eton, King’s,
Winchester and New College. Every few years all four choirs sing together.
The Quiristers regularly perform on their own, separate from Chapel Choir, and in October 2014
sang in Farnham Parish Church. A week later they were performing a new work by David OwenNorris, Sterne is the Man, for boys’ voices and chamber orchestra. This colourful and striking
work was performed in St. Michael’s Church,
Winchester College.
In 2014 we were successful in getting two boys into the final of the BBC Young Chorister of the
Year competition, held at St. Paul’s. Although neither won, they paved the way for a Winchester
College Quirister winner in 2015. More on that next year!
Among the choir’s regular activities are foreign tours, easier for us than for many others, since
we don’t have to pay Lay Clerks. In recent years we have been to the USA, Holland, Italy and
Russia. Each Christmas, too, the Quiristers do a short tour on their own, and in 2014 we went to
Jersey, where we sang a Mass in the fine church of St. Thomas the Martyr in St. Helier, as well as
a concert and Evensong in the beautiful and historic Town Church there.
Another memorable occasion was a joint choral Evensong at Queen’s College, Oxford. The two
choirs, blending superbly, sang a programme of Orlando Gibbons and William Byrd, which
worked magnificently with the lovely and iconic Frobenius organ. These
Oxbridge Evensong visits are a fine way to inspire and inform those who aspire to organ and
choral awards at the universities.
In March 2015 we had the joy of recording Dan Locklair’s Gloria. Chapel Choir joined with the
choir of Portsmouth Grammar School and professional brass and percussion players under my
direction. The recording was made in Romsey Abbey in the presence of the composer, who is
delighted with the final edit, as are we all. The work will appear on a Convivium disc to be released in February 2016 and including other works by Dan sung by Sospiri.
Further venues for Quirister concerts included Stoke Charity Parish Church and St. John’s House,
Winchester, a magnificent 18th century room where Liszt and Paganini both played.
By the end of the academic year we were already planning some exciting projects for
2015-16. These included a special recording, along with the Royal College of Music Chamber
Orchestra, of the Classic FM Carol Service (held in the College Chapel), a recording for the BBC of
Britten’s Ceremony of Carols, a joint performance of Bach’s St. John Passion in
St John’s, Smith Square (12 February 2016), with Winchester College Chapel Choir,
Eton College Chapel Choir and the Academy of Ancient Music, and a special 70th birthday concert
for John Rutter in the Temple Church, together with their choir and recorded by
Classic FM. More on all these events in next year’s article!
I am frequently asked how often the Quiristers sing services. Here are the regular times,
during term time; members of the public are most welcome at all chapel services:
Tuesday: Choral Evensong at 5.30pm
Thursday: Sung Eucharist at 5.30pm
Saturday: Sung Compline at 7.15pm (in Chantry)
Sunday: Sung Eucharist (or sometimes Mattins) at 10.30pm.
Malcolm Archer
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The Federation of Cathedral Old Choristers Associations
Please note new website address www.fcoca.org.uk
PATRONS
The Archbishops of Canterbury, York, Wales, Armagh and Dublin,
the Primus of the Scottish Episcopal Church and the Roman Catholic Archbishop of Westminster
PRESIDENT
Revd Canon Andrew Featherstone, Acting Dean and Chancellor of Wells
VICE PRESIDENTS
David Horner (York)
Dr. Francis Jackson OBE
David Horwood (Eton)

Geoffrey Mitchell (Exeter)
Alan Oyston (Durham)
Dr. Barry Rose OBE

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Chairman Alastair Pollard (Durham)
chairman@fcoca.org.uk
Vice Chairman Nick Hodges (Warwick)
secretary@fcoca.org.uk
Honorary Secretary Vacant Contact Chairman or Vice Chairman
Honorary Treasurer Michael Lake (Chelmsford) treasurer@fcoca.org.uk
2017 Festival Representative
Ayrton Westwood (Norwich)

Association Representatives
North and Ireland
Alastair Pollard (Durham)
Midshires & Wales
Nick Hodges (Warwick)
South West
Stephen Milner (Salisbury)
East Anglia & South East Ayrton Westwood (Norwich)

