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EDITOR’S NOTE!
 

Welcome to the 2016 
edition of the LCOCA’s 
newsletter. As I men-
tioned last time, this 
newsletter is really YOUR 
opportunity to keep in 
touch with your cathedral, 

its music and those fellow choristers and 
songmen with whom you shared so many 
wonderful times in music making in the 
worship of our Lord. 
 

We have had quite a few responses since last 
year and those are included in this year’s 
edition. It is really helpful for you to keep us 
up-to-date with family developments, 
cathedrals and churches visited, evensongs 
you have listened to, musical memories and 
anything else which you feel would be of 
interest to us. 
 

This being my second attempt at our 
newsletter, do feel free to email us via Linda 
Green at lcoca.secretary@gmail.com to let us 
have comments on the content and what you 
would like to read in future editions. However, 
when submitting articles for the next 
newsletter, please ensure they are 
unformatted and it would be appreciated if 
photos are attached to emails and not included 
in Word documents. Thanks. 
 

David Fisher [Chorister 1963-69 & Songman 1970s] 
 

LCOCA CALENDAR 2017 
 

March 13th! LCOCA Committee Meeting!
April 1st  President’s Skittles Evening 

(details already circulated) 

May 4th! LCOCA AGM 
(details sent late March)!

May 6th !

FCOCA Day at Christ Church, 
Oxford, including the AGM. 

Choral Evensong sung by the 
combined choirs of Christ Church, 

Magdalen & New College!
June 9th - 
11th FCOCA Festival at Norwich  

Sept 10th! LCOCA Reunion 
October 9th  LCOCA Committee Meeting 
 
 
 

MESSAGE FROM OUR 
PRESIDENT 

 

LETTING IN THE LIGHT 
 

Light is an integral part 
of all aspects of our 
worship. Candles, words, 
music and windows 
together with our church 
building use light to 
enhance and ensure a 
meaningful experience. 
We sing of "The True 
Light", "The Light shining 
in the darkness", and "Hail Gladdening 
Light". As I write we are approaching the 
shortest day and anticipate its heralding of the 
turning of the year, the lengthening of the 
days, and, once again, preparing to light the 
final advent candle we rejoice in the festive 
lights of Christmas. 
 

Last May we attended the Wakefield Cathedral 
Old Chorister's Association (founded in 1966) 
Golden Jubilee Evensong and Dinner. The 
beginning of May also represented the 
culmination of the renovation of Wakefield 
Cathedral as a meaningful place of worship for 
21st Century. Past remembrances and old 
pictures reflected a very dark, austere, cold 
building; now, however, it is full of light, 
warmth and welcome. After a glorious 
Evensong directed by the Master of Music, 
Thomas Moore (ex Leicester Head Chorister) 
dinner was served in the Nave which seemed 
the right place to share and enjoy the 
continuing celebration. 
 

Here in Leicester we are privileged to be given 
fresh enlightenment on well-trodden paths, by 
the content and presentation of services. 
Particularly I must thank those concerned for 
the series of Lenten Evensongs in 2016 which, 
through the music of Bach presented by many 
varied, talented groups of singers and 
musicians involved in the Cathedral's music 
making, added an extra perspective to our 
meditations. Well done. 
                                                                                                                                       
Geoffrey Carter 
! !
!
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DR. GEORGE GRAY 
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1st March 1983 under registration number 
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Meeting of the Association. 

 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 2016 

 
Sing praises!  Sing 

praises lustily unto HIM 
with a Good Courage. 

(Ps 33, v 3.) 
 

It gives me much pleasure 
to greet you and wish you 
joy in reading this our 2016 

LCOCA newsletter. 
We are greatly indebted to all our 

contributors for their articles and news items 
but especially to our editor and collator David 
Fisher for his skill and patience in producing 
such an informative magazine. 

I also wish to thank and congratulate all 
members of our committee for their help and 
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contributions during the past year.  It is their 
commitment and hard work that makes the 
association so dynamic. 

During the year we have appointed our 
new Secretary Linda Green, Linda is a great 
asset to our committee and I take this 
opportunity to welcome her and introduce her 
to all our members. 

2016 has been a somewhat quieter year 
than our 50th anniversary year together with 
the procedures and re-burial of King Richard 3.   

However, an exciting and ambitious new 
project Leicester Cathedral Revealed has been 
announced, to put the building back into good 
order, celebrate its Victorian and Arts and 
Crafts heritage and create new exhibition, 
learning and engagement facilities.   

An application to the Heritage Lottery 
Fund has been submitted and when successful 
will signal the first steps towards reordering 
the cathedral and redeveloping the old song 
school area. 

We also instituted major changes to our 
annual general meeting and reunion dates.  
Holding the AGM and reunion together on a 
Sunday in June is now not possible due to 
changes in service times. 

The AGM was held on 21st April in 2016 
and this year (2017) will be on Thursday 4th 
May 2017 preceded by choral evensong at 
5.30pm. 

The Annual Reunion is now a separate 
event, held in future in September.   

Following discussions between The 
Director of Music, Dr Chris Ouvry-Johns, 
Organist, Simon Headley and your committee, 
it was agreed that it made much more sense 
to present all chorister awards and 
scholarships after the end of the summer term, 
when seniors leave to go to universities and 
others move from junior to senior placements. 

The Annual Reunion this year will 
therefore be held on Sunday 10th September 
2017, when all scholarships (including Dr 
George Gray Trust) and book awards will be 
presented. 

Please be sure to put both of the above 
dates in your diaries. 

In conclusion, I trust you will find this 
booklet interesting and informative and enable 
you to keep in touch with old friends.  The 
association now covers eight decades of ex 

choristers, most of the 
committee are from the older 
generations, it would be nice – 
nay essential for some of you 
younger and more energetic 
members to step up and take 
over from us.  How about it? 

 
John N Thorpe, Leicester Chairman 

 
CHOIR NOTES 

 

2016 began with another 
successful round of 
recruitment to the Boys’ 
and Junior Girls’ Choirs. 
Mindful of the fact that the 
eyes of the world were not 
on Leicester Cathedral in 
the same way as they had 
been in 2015, we sought 
to raise the profile of the 

Choir Open Afternoon by combining it with the 
admission to full Choristerships of those who 
had joined the previous year and the Director 
of Music visited a larger number of primary 
schools (nearly 30) than in previous years. This 
resulted in enquiries from the parents of 15 
boys and 23 girls of whom 11 boys and 20 girls 
auditioned and five boys and five girls took up 
places as probationers after Easter. 

As well as maintaining the regular pattern of 
five choral services weekly, the Cathedral 
Choirs undertook a number of extra 
engagements. The two annual Four Choirs’ 
Festivals took place in Southwell in February 
for the Boys and Songmen, Paul Hale’s last 
such event as Rector Chori, and Leicester in 
September for the Girls, on a weekend that 
also saw us host the RSCM Area Festival on 
the Sunday afternoon and welcome the Friends 
of Cathedral Music to present the Dean with a 
cheque for £25,000 towards the new Music 
Foundation at the Sunday Eucharist. 

During Lent, Sunday Choral Evensong was 
replaced by a series of services structured 
around music from the Cantatas of J. S. Bach. 
These included a solo performance by 
Cathedral Songman Philip Leech of and, on 
Mothering Sunday, selections from the 
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Magnificat (BWV 243) and Cantata 10 (a 
paraphrase of the same text) accompanied by 
the Graff Orchestra of England, with solo arias 
sung by members of the choir. On Easter 
Sunday the Boys, Junior Girls and Songmen 
were joined by the Songmen Emeriti and Arden 
Brass for a performance of Widor’s Mass for 
Two Choirs and Two Organs, arranged for 
organ and brass. Arden Brass will return on 
Easter Sunday in 2017 when the Senior 
Trebles and Songmen will sing Jongen’s 
Messe en l’honneur du Saint-Sacrement. 

Highlights of the Summer Term included the 
Enthronement of Bishop Martyn Snow, which 
provided a second opportunity to sing Philip 
Moore’s anthem O praise God in his 
holiness (first performed at the Reinterment 
of Richard III the previous year and 
accompanied this time by the horn section of 
the Bardi Orchestra), the Songmen Emeriti’s 
annual visit to Mount St Bernard’s, a service to 
mark the 90th birthday of Her Majesty The 
Queen, featuring Handel’s Coronation Anthem 
The King shall rejoice and a return to the 
repertoire of Hear my prayer by 
Mendelssohn, sung for the visit of the Gartree 
Deanery to on 5 June with Deputy-Head 
Chorister James Upton as the soloist. 

Our week’s residency at Durham Cathedral 
included the Feast of the Transfiguration, at 
which we sang Anna Thomas’s setting of O 
nata lux, written while she was a Chorister at 
Leicester, and the Lesser Feast of St Oswald, 
which provided an opportunity to sing Judith 
Bingham’s Ghostly Grace. Although written 
for the Reinterment of Richard III, the final 
line ‘he lieth under this stone’ seemed no less 
apposite to that occasion, as St Oswald’s head 
is believed to be buried with St Cuthbert in the 
Feretory at the east end of the Cathedral. On 
the Sunday morning, the Boys, Junior Girls and 
Songmen sang Matins (for the first time for 
many of the trebles), while the Cathedral 
Chamber Choir and Senior Girls sang Frank 
Martin’s Mass for Double Choir, a piece not 
in Durham Cathedral Choir’s regular repertoire, 
at the Eucharist, both of which were well 
received by the regular congregation, including 
two former Choristers of Durham, now in their 
eighties. 

The Old Choristers’ Reunion Evensong took 
place in September and, for the first time, 
included the presentation of cheques to 
Choristers holding George Gray Memorial Trust 
Scholarships. Later that month the Junior and 
Senior Girls paid a visit to St Andrew’s Church, 
Aylestone, to sing Evensong with their girls’ 
choir for the Feast of St Michael and All Angels. 
The Girls and Songmen gave a liturgical 
performance of the Fauré Requiem on 6 
November and a week later the Boys and 
Songmen sang at the City’s Act of 
Remembrance in Victoria Park. 

The choirs also participated in a larger number 
of concert performances than in recent years. 
The Boys and Junior Girls provided the 
Children’s Chorus for the Philharmonia’s 
performance of Mahler’s Third Symphony in 
De Montfort Hall, while the Senior Trebles and 
Young Songmen continued the now 
established collaboration with Leicestershire 
Chorale (with whom two of our Young 
Songmen hold Choral Scholarships) in a 
performance of the seldom performed 
Rosenmüller Vespers at the Cathedral, 
accompanied by the specialist early-music 
ensemble His Majesty’s Sagbutts & Cornetts. 
December saw the first visit of Nevill Holt 
Opera to the Cathedral, joining forces with the 
Senior Trebles and Songmen for a 
performance of Handel’s Messiah, in which 
one of our sixth-formers (Natasha Pires) sang 
some of the soprano solos. A few weeks later 
the Boys, Junior Girls and Songmen gave a 
concert of Christmas music with the Kibworth 
Band, who had been our guests for the May 
Day charity concert earlier in the year. The 
number of lunchtime recitals was increased to 
two per month and attracted an average 
audience of around 60, with performers 
including former Chorister Sophia Ramnarine, 
who had recently graduated as a ’cellist from 
the Royal Academy of Music’s gap-year 
programme and is now studying Music at 
Cambridge University, where she holds a 
Choral Scholarship at Selwyn College and a 
University Instrumental Award. Two of our 
Young Songmen, George Blakesley (Piano) and 
Andrew Goodrich (Bass), hoping to study Music 
and Singing respectively next year, also 
performed in Launde Abbey’s autumn recital 
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series, while the summer Organ Festival at the 
Cathedral attracted similar numbers to 
previous years and included a recital by former 
Chorister and Master of the Music Jonathan 
Gregory. 

The schools’ singing programme DioSing! 
continues to flourish and, for the first time, ran 
the Brockington Choral Project, bringing 
together pupils at Brockington College with 
children from its feeder primary schools for a 
performance of the revised version of The 
King in the Car Park. In the summer, 
children from DioSing! schools performed 
Captain Noah and his Floating Zoo in De 
Montfort Hall at a concert organised by the 
Leicester-Shire Music Education Hub and in All 
Saints’ with Holy Trinity Church in 
Loughborough, where the Loughborough 
Children’s Choir has its home. 

And, as I write, 2017 has got off to a good 
start, with another successful recruitment 
campaign just concluded and a visit of Her 
Majesty The Queen for the Royal Maundy to 
look forward to in April. Life is never boring at 
Leicester Cathedral! 

Christopher Ouvry-Johns, 
Director of Music 

 

MEMBERS NOTES 
 

Weddings 
 
Congratulations to Gareth Martyn, son of 
Chris Martyn, who was married on 17th 
December 2016 to Philippa Thompson at St 
Johns House in Lichfield. Here is a photograph 
of father and son on the happy day. 

 

In Memoriam 
 

Richard (Dick) Scarth 
We were sorry to learn that Richard 
passed away in November 2014. 

David Briers writes; “Richard came to Leicester 
about 1958/9 to take up the position of Music 
Master at Alderman Newton’s school and also 
succeeded John Cooper as organist of St John 
the Baptist Church. He lived in one of George 
Gray’s flats at his home in East Avenue and 
was invited to sing alto opposite me at the 
Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday evensongs. 
On one half term weekend in October when 
George was away and his assistant, Sydney 
Rudge, was also not available, Dick played and 
conducted on Saturday and Sunday afternoon 
and Bob Prime did so at Matins and Nave 
Evensong. We had to have a special full 
rehearsal with them in the Cathedral the 
previous Thursday evening so that George 
could satisfy himself over their coping with the 
time lag! Dick, who had unaccompanied music 
apart from the psalms, emerged without being 
told off! Some of you will remember singing 
the canticles, Scarth in E flat, written in three 
parts [see also page 14] for the songmen of 
Leicester Cathedral. In 1963, Richard moved to 
Rugby to take up the organist's post at the 
parish church there following his move to a 
school in that area.” 

Richard will also be remembered by 
many who sang in the choir at St Mary’s, 
Warwick in the late 1960s as a talented 
organist and accompanist with a keen sense of 
humour and generous character. 

He joined the team as unpaid assistant 
organist to Geoffrey Holroyde in 1966 and 
played on the first “In Quires and Places” LP 
recording. 

Richard retired to Canterbury and 
enjoyed listening to the Cathedral Choir there. 
Although in good health, he died in November 
2014 shortly after a fall aged 84 years. Colin 
Roy (also a past unpaid assistant organist from 
Geoffrey Holroyde’s time) played at Richard’s 
funeral and represented the St Mary’s Ex-
Choristers. 

On Tuesday 26th April 2016, Hilda 
Scarth, Richard's brother and his wife and a 
couple of ex colleagues of Richard attended a 
Service of Thanksgiving at St Sepulchre-
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without-Newgate, Holborn Viaduct in London 
at which Richard's name was read out as his 
name has been recorded in the Musicians' 
Book of Remembrance which is kept in the 
Musicians' Chapel. The music for the service 
was sung by the London College of Music 
Chorus and consisted of Introit by Palestrina 
"Super flumina Babylonis", Evening Service in 
D by Dyson and Bainton’s, "And I saw a new 
heaven". The organist, Michael Waldron, 
played Andante Sospirano by James Clifford 
Brown before the service and the concluding 
voluntary was Fugue from Sonata No 2 by 
Mendelssohn. The Rev. Michael Hampel, Canon 
Precentor of St. Paul’s, gave the Address. After 
the service relatives, friends and guests were 
invited to stay for a glass of wine and nibbles 
to meet the clergy and members of the 
committee of the Friends of the Musicians' 
Chapel. 
 

Lesley Jones 
Lesley died peacefully on 22nd 
February 2016 aged 97 years. After 
the death in the early 1970’s of her 
husband and old chorister, Maurice, 
of Berry’s the Butchers shop in St 

Martins, she became a Patron of our 
Association until 2004 when she was no longer 
capable of looking after her own affairs.  

 

Geoffrey Bond 
Geoffrey’s son, Stephen, advised us 
that his father had passed away in 
January 2016. Geoffrey became a 
Patron of our Association after he 
attended a special evensong in 

Leicester Cathedral in October 1997 to 
commemorate the centenary of Dr George 
Gray. He first met George in 1940 when he 
was 13 years old and living in Nottingham. He 
wrote: “I remember the occasion as though it 
were yesterday. Having written to “the 
organist” to ask if I might play the organ, I 
never expected the warm welcome from such 
a distinguished person as I received that 
Saturday afternoon. Although it was wartime, 
evensong was sung with a full choir and I was 
invited to sit at the organ. After the concluding 
voluntary, Easter Alleluia by Gordon Slater, I 
was allowed the freedom of the console which 
I considered to be a great privilege. Needless 
to say, my visits to Leicester increased in 
frequency”. 

Geoffrey lived near Bridgwater in 
Somerset and had not been able to travel up 
to Leicester in recent years. Malcolm Gregory 
from the same area kept in touch with him and 
writes: “Yes, Geoffrey felt highly honoured to 
have the “freedom of the console” bestowed 
upon him at Leicester Cathedral by George 
Gray. You see, organs were to Geoff like steam 
trains are to railway buffs (actually you can do 
both!). It was though the freedom of the City 
of Leicester was given to him, but much 
better! As treble chorister head boy under 
George in 1955, I often noticed a young 
gentleman up in the organ loft when George 
was down with us in the choir stalls rehearsing 
an unaccompanied anthem that needed fine 
tuning (excuse pun!). All at once I would hear 
George say “Thank you Geoffrey” whereupon 
the note or a short introduction would be given 
on the organ to get us under way. It was not 
until 1971, when I took up the post of counter-
tenor vicar choral at Wells Cathedral, I realised 
that this was Geoffrey Bond, (who had moved 
to Bridgwater by this time) when I met him at 
a Friends of Cathedral Music gathering. This 
was indeed a much valued friendship for me, 
both of us having been influenced for a lifetime 
by that kind warmth and friendship from 
George, which turned Geoffrey into a master 
organist and choirmaster” 
 

Revd. Christopher Finch 
Christopher was Precentor at 
Leicester Cathedral from 1969 to 
1973 and died on Sunday 24th April 
2016. 

 

Peter Nelson 
Earlier this year, Chris Ouvry-Johns 
received an email from a Mrs Marion 
Nelson who was living in Worthing 
on the south coast. Her late 
husband, Peter Richard Nelson, had 

passed away and she was enquiring as to 
whether we might have a photograph of him 
whilst he was in the choir, which would have 
been for only a short time between 1938 and 
1945. Unfortunately the only choir photograph 
taken around that time did not have his name 
on so we were unable to be of assistance but 
Mrs Nelson realised that it was a bit of a long 
shot. If anyone can remember this gentleman, 
perhaps they could let us know. 
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OTHER NOTES 
 

Glynn Richerby, 
Precentor at Leicester 
Cathedral from 1978 to 
1981, retired on 31st 
December 2016. He was 
appointed as Vicar of 
Glen Parva with South 
Wigston after leaving the 
Cathedral and 
subsequently moved to 
St James the Greater in 
Leicester until his 

retirement. As well as the Cathedral, both 
parish churches have a strong choral tradition 
thanks to Glynn’s support during his 
incumbency at each. 

The St James Cantata Choir invited 
everyone special concert on 26th November to 
celebrate Glynn’s ministry with favourite music 
from throughout the Church's Year. The 
concert featured the current choir, former 
members and friends singing resounding 
hymns of praise, festive favourites and classic 
Anglican masterpieces, including Glynn singing 
the solo part to The Three Kings by Cornelius. 
Prior to the concert, there was an organ 
recital featuring romantic French 
masterpieces including Vierne's wonderfully 
crafted 3rd Symphony, music by Vierne, Alain, 
Mulet and Howells. 
 
Jonathan Gregory 
conducted Bach’s St 
Matthew Passion with the 
UK-Japan Music Society at 
Hampstead Garden Suburb 
Free Church in London on 
Sunday 20th March. Joe 
Laming played the organ 
with the professional 
orchestra and David Cane sang the part of 
Judas. Oliver Sheffield, Debbie Worsfold 
and Lucy Wadley also sang along with 
Katharine White, Marius Carney, headmaster of 
the English Martyrs School in Leicester, and 
former choristers from Belfast. 

Jonathan returned to Leicester in July to 
give one of the concerts in the Cathedral’s 
Summer Organ Festival. His programme 
commenced with his own "Fanfare for the 

Queen" and included Walton's "Orb and 
Sceptre Coronation March" as well as two 
English 18th Century Organ Voluntaries and 
music by Bach, Bret and Duruflé. 

The UK-Japan Music Society also sang at the 
opening of the Tate Modern with 20 other 
choirs, and members sang at Pontrieux, 
Brittany, a singing holiday in France. This 
Christmas 2016 was the 25th Anniversary of 
the UK Japan Music Society and the Choir, and 
we had a lovely Messiah Concert at St John’s 
Wood Church on December 3. Again it was so 
valuable to have professional orchestral players 
and soloists. 
Rehearsals of the choir have been taking place 
at Grosvenor Chapel, Mayfair, and we have 
enjoyed exploring that area of London, also we 
have been involved with some community 
activities at the church and with shared singing 
events.  
 Jonathan has been Organist and 
Director of Music at the Free Church, 
Hampstead Garden Suburb for the last 5 years. 
He has enjoyed the organ and acoustic and the 
friendly people and their support, but 
increasingly has been divided in his time 
commitment with examining tours abroad 
necessitating prolonged absence. So with 
reluctance he has decided to finish at the end 
of February and will deputise as an organist 
when he is in the UK.  He sometimes plays at 
Highgate Parish Church which is cathedral-like 
and has a good 3 manual Nicholson organ. 

He has been able to practise much more 
than when in Cathedral posts and has given 
recitals in venues including St Albans Methodist 
and St George’s Hanover Square. He enjoyed 
playing the newly installed Mander Organ in 
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Kobe Cathedral Church in Japan in June, when 
he was invited by the Bishop of Kobe to head 
start their 140 Anniversary year since starting 
Mission in the diocese. It was an honour where 
he gave a masterclass to Japanese organists 
and gave a recital. 

He looks forward to playing for friends 
on the Clare College organ this March. He has 
played harpsichord, rehearsing in the Handel 
House Museum in Brook Street and giving a 
concert at the Quaker Meeting House in 
Hampstead. 

ABRSM examining work has taken 
Jonathan to Malaysia, Borneo, and Hong Kong 
and this year he is due to visit Malaysia, 
Vietnam and Singapore where Yoshimi will join 
him.  He has enjoyed the social aspects of 
being abroad with fellow music examiners and 
has done many of the lovely walks in the 
islands of Hong Kong, such a contrast in their 
peacefulness with the bustling cityscape and 
state-of –the-art shops. 
 
Congratulations to stage 
and TV actor, Tim 
Piggott-Smith, former 
chorister, who was 
appointed OBE in the New 
Year Honours list. Born in 
Rugby in 1946, Tim was 
educated at Wyggeston 
Boys’ School, King Edward 
VI Grammar in Stratford 
upon Avon and Bristol University. He trained as 
an actor at the Bristol Old Vic Theatre School. 
 

Julian Gregory has enjoyed 
his year with the King’s 
Singers, travelling world-wide 
but often in USA, Canada and 
Europe. Yoshimi and Jonathan 
were able to listen to a lovely 
performance at the Prince 
Albert Theatre, Munich. He 

seems to have adapted to the hotel living and 
successive concert nights and of autograph 
signing. One highlight was visiting 10 Downing 
Street when the King’s Singers sang for David 
Cameron and they enjoyed looking round and 
seeing the Cabinet Room and Margaret 
Thatcher’s study where the singers rehearsed. 
Julian was as the guest speaker at the annual 

reunion dinner of members of the Eton College 
Old Choristers’ Association in October and 
regaled those present with his experiences of 
singing with the Kings Singers. 
 
Gwilym Edmondson-Jones writes that it has 
been a difficult 18 months or so when, after 
Gwilym fell down a staircase, he and Christine 
decided that it was time to move into a 
bungalow. After reluctantly coming to the 
conclusion that he had underestimated the fact 
that they would cope with the programme of 
organising builders, plasterers, tilers, 
electricians and decorators, the “kids” (all 
OAP’s) told Gwilym to take Mum away for a 
month and they would supervise the required 
renovations. So they both joined the Queen 
Mary 2 at Southampton in January and set off 
for New York, the Carribean and eventually Rio 
de Janeiro. On their return, the “kids” had 
managed everything and the summer was 
spent on further improvements whilst the 
kitchen received a make-over during another 
cruise in November/December on the dear old 
Queen Vic once again to the Carribean and 
stopping at lots of lovely islands. 

Both Gwilym and Christine wish 
everyone a peaceful New Year and pass on 
one pearl, “you have got to be mad to move 
house when you are 91 and 90, indeed aged 
and idiotic! Very!” 
 

Simon Mold reports “On 
Saturday 10th December the 
Leicester Cathedral-based 
Ricardus Consort sang 
Evensong in Peterborough 
Cathedral, and gave stirring 
accounts of Wood in F 
(canticles for double choir) 

and Righteousness and Equity by Handel, part 
of his Chandos Anthem no.7. Dr David Whittle, 
Director of Music at Leicester Grammar School, 
played the organ with great aplomb and the 
choir was directed by Simon, a member of 
Leicester Cathedral Choir and who also 
provided the Preces and Responses. One of 
the psalm chants was by Stanley Vann, one of 
Leicester Cathedral's famous sons who became 
Master of the Music at Peterborough Cathedral, 
where David and Simon were also both 
choristers. The Ricardus Consort thanks 
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Leicester Cathedral Music Department, 
especially Chris Ouvry-Johns and Simon 
Headley, for its behind-the-scenes support.” 

 
Sophia Ramnarine took part 
in one of the series of Monday 
Lunchtime Concerts in the 
Cathedral playing the 
violoncello. In September, 
along with Dominic Veall, 
she took part in a cello concert at the Church 
of the Martyrs in Westcotes Drive, Leicester. 
The concert consisted of a variety of fun cello 
duos and solos, with music ranging from pop 
to the more classical repertoire 
 
Adham Fisher with his “extreme commuter” 
hat on gave a talk entitled “From Leicester to 
Chicago via Yerevan” in the Guildhall on 15th 
April. 
 
Harry Brice has now moved to an apartment 
in Liverpool close to the Anglican Cathedral. He 
wrote in June “I have since last year been 
singing with an a cappella choir in Liverpool 
called "sense of sound". I have really enjoyed 
the change in style after so many years in 
more classical choirs but still hope to get back 
to cathedral singing in the future. It has been 
lots of fun trying (and in many cases failing) to 
learn new vocal techniques as one is not 
confined to a single pitch part e.g. tenor or 
bass and we also need to be able to do some 
vocal percussion. Twin this with the dance 
routines and body percussion we are 
sometimes ask to do and it quickly becomes 
apparent that learning how to sing a hymn and 
walk during the procession was not adequate 
preparation. We have done lots of gigs over 
the last year, with particular highlights being 
singing the national anthems at the England v 
Uruguay game at the rugby World Cup, and a 
concert on the big stage at the echo arena to 
raise money for the Syrian refugee crisis”. 
 
Neil Crutchley gave a talk entitled “The life 
of William Gardiner” on Thursday 21st July in 
Bishop Street Methodist Church, Town Hall 
Square, Leicester. There was a retiring 
collection in aid of the Church Organ 
Restoration fund. William Gardiner was a 
remarkable man: composer, organist and an 

active member of the Leicester 
Literary and Philosophical 
Society and a pioneer in this 
country of the music of 
Beethoven.  He lived all his life 
in Leicester and was for many 
years in charge of the music of 

the Great Meeting Chapel. The Cathedral 
Choir’s Song School in St Martins House is 
named in his memory. 
 
Andrew Goodrich has been raising funds for 
his tour of China with the 
National Youth Choir. He 
organised a fundraising 
Vocal Recital, accompanied 
by Chris Ouvry-Johns, at 
Desford Free Church in May 
and raised £720 towards his 
target of £2,500. This included a donation of 
£50 from our Association for which Andrew 
was very grateful. Andrew gave a second 
concert in October at Launde Abbey, as part of 
their recital series and is also giving a recital 
on 16th January as part of the 2017 Cathedral 
lunchtime recitals. The programme at Launde 
revolved around songs of Tchaikovsky and 
Quilter, but also featuring one of his own 
compositions. Andrew writes “It is at times like 
these when I feel lucky to have been scouted 
into the Cathedral choir. Under Chris's direction 
- and Mr Gregory's before him - I've now 
gained enough experience to be singing with 
England's top young choral singers and indeed 
host my own recitals!” 
 
George Blakesley has been singing in the 
choir for seven years as a boy chorister and 

now alto. He has also been 
playing piano for eight years and 
clarinet for nine years. He took 
part in the final recital concert in 
November in the series at 
Launde Abbey by playing the 
piano.  

 
Ben Giddens is currently Director of Music at 
Queen Anne’s School, Caversham, a post he 
has held since September 2015. Before this, 
Ben was Assistant Director of Music and Head 
of Keyboard from September 2012. From 2009 
to 2012 Ben held the post of Sub-Organist at 
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Magdalen College, Oxford 
where he featured on 
recordings and toured to 
Belgium and the Netherlands. 
Prior to this Ben held the 
position of Acting Assistant 
Organist at St. George’s 
Chapel, Windsor Castle, where 
he performed live on BBC 
Radio 3 and performed at 
many Royal occasions. In 

2008 Ben graduated from the University of 
East Anglia with a first class honours degree in 
Music. Whilst studying for his degree, he held 
the organ scholarship at Norwich Cathedral. 
Here his notable performances included 
recording for ITV with the Cathedral Girls’ 
Choir, and accompanying the Cathedral Girls’ 
Choir on tour to Malta in 2005 and the 
Cathedral Choir to the USA in 2006. More 
recently, Ben has had the chance to tour 
Belgium (2013), Sweden (2014) and Latvia 
(2015) with the Cathedral Singers of 
Christchurch Cathedral, Oxford. Ben was until 
recently Organist at the Priory Church of St 
Bartholomew the Great, London and regularly 
deputises at The Tower of London and St 
Bride’s, Fleet Street. 
 
Chris Fent wrote in July from his home near 
Solihull: “My wife, Helen, is the one doing the 
singing at the moment (Dorridge Sing), though 
I am being badgered to join Knowle Male Voice 
Choir linked to Knowle Parish Church where 
Helen and I worship.  We are busy with a 
Monday walking group, grandchildren (Laura 
our youngest lives 10 minutes walk from where 
we live, with husband Matt), gardening, and a 
range of separate interests.  I am Chairman of 
the Blythe Angling and Conservation Society 
which has 50 members, with fly fishing rights 
on the Packington Estate next to the Forest of 
Arden Hotel and golf course.  Helen is a school 
governor and helps the church with a group for 
new mums and their babies on a Friday 
morning.  The church is very busy with a 
whole range of inclusive activities which help 
to build the local community. We now have 
four grandsons with the most recent, 
Isaac, arriving on April 14th.” 
 

We are pleased to report that Richard Dalby 
has joined the Association. Richard was one of 
the younger choristers when the choir went on 
the first trip to Japan in 1998. He only has 
vague memories of the trip and so enjoyed 
looking at the pictures, etc. in our archives. 
Richard wrote in August 2016 “Nika and I are 
looking forward to the christening of our first 
child, Harry David, in the Cathedral on 18th 
September, (see annual reunion notes). Harry 
was born on 1st May and we are engaged and 
planning to get married in 2017. I currently run 
an engineering company, Regent Engineers 
Ltd., which manufactures metal components 
for a wide range of companies including 
Caterpillar diggers. My hobbies include golf and 
squash. I am a keen gardener and have an 
allotment with my brother.” 
 

Congratulations to Leicester 
boy, Stephen Moore, on his 
appointment as Director of 
Music at Llandaff Cathedral. 
Stephen is brother to former 
chorister Tom Moore, Director 
of Music at Wakefield Cathedral, 
and it is the first time that two 

Cathedrals have brothers as their respective 
Directors of Music. Both boys had organ tuition 
from Geoffrey Carter until they gained their 
Grade 8 Organ Exams and left Leicestershire to 
continue their studies elsewhere. 

Consequently, Geoffrey must be the 
only person ever to have taught two brothers 
who are Cathedral Directors of Music for the 
first time! 
 
Shane Hull wrote in August “My Father died 
following a long and painful battle with 
Alzheimer’s for him, his family and friends. As 
things stand, many of us and our loved ones 
could suffer a similar fate in the future? That is 
why in September, I committed myself to take 
part in the Great North Run, the World`s 
largest half-marathon and at the same time 
raising money for Alzheimer’s Research in 
memory of my father. This in many ways 
constituted quite a personal challenge, as I 
had not run this distance for almost 30 years! 
Unlike my training at home in Norfolk, the 
course was very undulating and the weather a 
hot and a humid 20 degrees.  
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The whole of 
Newcastle was out in 
force to cheer and 
encourage everyone. 
It took me 42 
minutes to even 
reach the start-line 
due to the sheer 
number of 
competitors, but I 
completed the course 
in 2hrs 39mins and 
finished 31,342nd out 
of an entry of 
57,000. My time was 
a fairly pedestrian 
2hrs 39min, but 
crossing the finish 

line in one piece was the objective achieved! 
Someone by the name of M. Farah won the 
race in 1hr 04sec.  

I have now completed the London 
Marathon and Great North Run - 30 years 
apart and whilst there were no major injuries, I 
don't remember aching this much 30 years 
ago!” 

If you would like to increase the amount 
raised by Shane of around £700 pounds, 
please visit the following link to make a 
donation:     
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Shane-Hull 
  

Kim Hull writes “We have two sons, Karl and 
Jason who have now flown the nest at 
Countesthorpe and are both planning to get 
married to their fiancées in the next couple of 
years. I have been running an engineering 
consultancy business for approaching 30 years, 
deploying my services for various automotive 
and aerospace customers both in the UK and 
Europe. Wendy and I visit the Cathedral now 
and again, as it always holds fond memories 
for us both, every year we visit either on or 
close to our wedding anniversary (See 
“Archives” report). I personally am not a fan of 
the Cathedral’s new look, as like my father I do 
appreciate the fine craftsmanship that went 
into the manufacturing of the old screens and 
choir stalls. 

I suppose the Cathedral must move with 
the times and accept the changes, I guess 
changes are harder to accept as you get 
older.” 

 

Hannah Newby joined the choir in the 
autumn of 2014, following in the footsteps of 
her brother James, who sang briefly with us as 
a sixth form student. With her strong sight 
reading and lovely warm tone (nurtured in the 
New Leicester Youth Chorus and, more 
recently in the Kingfisher Chorale), Hannah 
was a leader from the moment she joined the 
choir, and has sung many memorable solos 
over the past two years, including the Pie Jesu 
in last year’s liturgical performance of the 
Fauré Requiem and ‘Lascia ch’io pianga’ at the 
summer concert. She is now studying French 
at Bristol University and we are sure that she 
will be making the most of the many and 
varied opportunities to sing there. 
 

Bethany Campbell was the oldest of those 
who responded to the invitation to ‘Sing for the 
King’ back in 2013 and while her audition 
revealed that she wasn’t really a soprano, she 
did have a lovely alto voice and that’s what 
she’s been singing ever since. Despite only 
having been in the choir for three years, all her 
best friends were in the choir, and the space 
that she leaves in the social fabric of not just 
the choir, but also the wider Cathedral 
community, will be hard to fill. She has also 
been an excellent friend and role model to the 
younger singers in the choir. Beth won a place 
at Queen Mary University of London to study 
Linguistics. 
 

Alicia Moreton, by contrast, had been in the 
choir for no less than ten years, joining in 
Autumn 2006, and was one of the founder 
members of the Junior Girls’ Choir, when it 
started in January 2012. Alicia was one of the 
most reliable singers in the choir, rarely missed 
a practice or service and then only because of 
illness or with plenty of notice and as such she 
had regularly been awarded the 40% bonus in 
choir pay for full attendance. As well as being 
a familiar face in the choir, you are also likely 
to have seen Alicia around the Cathedral as a 
welcomer, a role she took up in the wake of 
the Richard III events of 2015. We are 
delighted to say that none of that will need to 
change, as she has stayed in Leicester to study 
Youth Work and Community Development at 
De Montfort University.  
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Jessica Kirby (nee Harris) appeared on 
national TV on 11th October when she was 
interviewed by the BBC regarding her work at 
Cancer Research UK. 
 
Nicholas Miller sent the following early in 
November. “As part of a project looking at 
Leicestershire and the First World War I was 
particularly interested in the work of the 5th 
Northern General Hospital (the 4th largest in 
the country after Liverpool, Manchester, 
Birmingham; now the university of Leicester 
site), of the people who worked there, the 
patients who passed through, the advances 
made in medicine and rehabilitation during the 
time of its operation.  I managed to acquire 
material from some of the nurses who worked 
or volunteered there – one was a poet, Marie 
Lufkin, who produced quite a few published 
poems, but about whom little is known. The 
particular poem from her that I have is a very 
poignant one about the final hours of a 
Glasgow soldier who died in the Leicester 
hospital of pneumonia from gas poisoning. 

There is a book just published covering 
part of the project – if I might be so bold as to 
advertise it here – Leicestershire and the First 
World War, published by Stenlake, Ayr:  

I have been winding down my hours trying to 
get to retirement, but up until recently I was 
on the Parkinson’s UK National Audit 
Committee, their Governance Committee. I 
was for a while a consultant to the All Party 
Parliamentary Committee on Parkinson’s. 
Recently I was in Manchester at the final 
meeting before publication for the NICE 
(National Institute for Health and Care 
Excellence) Guidelines on the management of 

Parkinson’s (they should be out in the spring) 
– I was on the Guideline Development group, 
we were working at them for the past two 
years. I have written quite a few leaflets (web 
based and you can get hard copy versions) for 
Parkinson’s UK on management of speech, 
language, swallowing, drooling changes. I am 
on a committee reviewing evidence for the use 
of botulinum toxin in the management of 
drooling/saliva loss (doesn’t affect everyone 
with Parkinson’s and then maybe only later 
on). I am also vice president of Parkinson’s UK 
for the branches up here in the north east 
(though I hope to relinquish that role soon 
too).” 
 
 

At the Advent Carol Service, the choir sang the 
anthem “O nata lux” composed by Anna 
Thomas which was written in 2012 as a GCSE 
composition. It will also be performed at the 
Midlands Cathedral Choirs Evensong in 
Coventry Cathedral on 4th February 2017 at 
4p.m. 
 

 
 
The major change for 
Ed Bampton this year 
as curate at Shepshed 
has been the retirement 
of his Vicar in June who 
was also his Training 
Incumbent, leaving him 
with a bit (!) more to do 
around the parish. He is 
fortunate to be working 
with some wonderful 
clergy and lay colleagues and is enjoying being 
involved as a Young Vocations Champion for 
the Diocese. He also keeps in touch with his 
roots in science by attending the annual 
retreat of the Society for Ordained Scientists. 
Claire has been kept busy at Christian Aid 
throughout the year including organising a visit 
from one of their Malawian partners. She now 
has the prospect of a new job in January 2017 
in a maternity cover role as Generous Giving 
Development Director for the Leicester Diocese 
to add to being on the Board of Education and 
Diocesan Synod. 
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Paul Morley has sent a 
report on Jayne’s Memorial 
Fund which helps young 
musicians. The first boy to 
benefit with a scholarship 
from the fund, Joshua Law, is 
now in the fourth year of support and retired 
as Head Chorister at Southwell Minster in July. 
Joshua is continuing with his musical studies, is 
taking guitar and drum lessons and has gained 
a place in the Nottingham Youth Jazz 
Orchestra.  

The fund has also been supporting 
Annie McChrystal for three years to help with 
the cost of music tuition. A very gifted pianist, 
Annie was at Sir Jonathan North Community 
College until August and has obtained a 
scholarship from the Andrew Lloyd Webber 
Foundation. This has given her a funded place 
at the Jennifer Bate Organ Academy at St 
Catherine’s School in Bramley which includes 
having regular access to the Guildford 
Cathedral organ. 

One of Jayne’s former pupils from 
Richard Hill School in Thurcaston is also being 
supported by the fund. Ellie McLay took up 
playing the cello at the age of nine after two 
years of learning the piano and clarinet and 
After graduated from the University of 
Huddersfield in 2015 with a 2:1 in Music (BMus 
hons). She was lead cello in the University 
Symphony Orchestra. Since working for 
Nottingham Music Service as an instrumental 
teacher, she has now started a Master of Music 
degree in Musical Instrumental Research at the 
University of Edinburgh. 

 
Our Dean, 
and Vice-
President of 
our organisa-
tion,  The 
Very Revd. 

David 
Monteith, has been awarded an Honorary 
Doctorate by the University of Leicester. In a 
year that has seen Leicester make headlines 
for its unprecedented sporting achievements, 
the University of Leicester will be celebrating 
the achievements of others linked with the city 
and the surrounding area who have excelled in 
their own fields. The distinguished figures 

honoured at the University’s graduation 
ceremonies have all reached the top tiers of 
their fields and are respected at a local, 
national or international level and they 
received their honorary degrees at the 
ceremonies at De Montfort Hall before an 
audience of graduating students and their 
families. David said: “I feel very humbled to 
receive this honour on behalf of the entire 
Cathedral team and look forward to many 
more opportunities to serve this great city and 
county.” 
 One might mention that the cathedral’s 
Organist and Assistant Director of Music played 
at the Dean’s graduation. Simon Headley has 
been playing for all the graduation ceremonies 
at the De Montfort Hall [January and July] 
since 2015 when he succeeded Ian Imlay to 
the position.  

Having just mentioned Simon 
Headley, it is interesting to find that has 
delved into the music library archives to find 
the Scarth in E flat mentioned on page 6 and 
has discovered it is written in 4 parts. Here is 
the opening for those who remember it: 

  
Vice president, Alan Warren, Provost 1978-
1992, released a nineteen page collection of 
remarks and stories in 2016 which were in 
addition to those memories already recorded in 
his two booklets “The Miserable Warren” 
(Dulwich College 1943-58) and “The Ten Years 
of my Life” (1932, 1942......2012). One 
remarkable story which is mentioned and 
which many of us remember is from the choir’s 
visit in 1990 to Strasbourg, Leicester’s twin city 
in France. Alan writes “To my utter 
amazement, Canon Ringue, the Dean of that 
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huge Cathedral invited me to stand beside him 
at the High Altar as a co-celebrant whilst my 
Leicester choir was singing a Latin setting of 
the Mass. Many Anglicans have assisted or 
preached at Roman Catholic services but 
never, to my knowledge, as co-celebrant which 
breaks all their rules. “N’en pas parlez au 
Papa” (Don’t tell the Pope) the Dean said to 
me with a smile after the Mass. We decided 
not to publicise this back in England”. 
 

In 2016, David Fisher 
composed two pieces for 
performances in Köln, 
Germany. The first, The 
Spirit of the Lord is upon 
me, written for the ordination 
of Joachim Diessner, now a 
Lutheran Pastor, was scored 
for choir and baroque 

orchestra. He now feels that he has written 
more for authentic orchestras than for 
contemporary ones. This anthem is now on 
YouTube: 
 

https://youtu.be/ggm5TvPMFao 
 

The second piece was a Christmas carol duet, 
Benedicat Domino, for mezzo-soprano, 
countertenor, violin and organ and was sung 
by Bhawani Moennsad and Joachim Diessner 
with Vassili Voronin [violin] and Markus 
Belmann [organ]. His next composition is a 
third piece for Dame Emma Kirkby and 
Joachim Diessner to be performed in May. 

A chorister’s guide to the Reinterment of 
Richard III 

For a school homework project, Cathedral 
Chorister, Isaac Wiles, aged 8 made his own 
video diary of his involvement with the 
reinterment of Richard III in 2015. To 
commemorate the first anniversary of the 
historical event Isaac’s video has been posted 
on YouTube: https://youtu.be/fQpBxrkUnvU 

How many of us were that confident, skilled 
and positive at that age? 

 
 
 
 

CHOIR CDs AND A NEW BOOK 
 
The Cathedral Choirs’ recording of music 
selected from the Richard III services was 
launched at ‘Richard Reburied Revisited’, an 
event to commemorate the first anniversary of 
the King’s reinterment on 26th March. Its title, 
“He lieth under this stone” is the last line of 
Judith Bingham’s anthem ‘Ghostly Grace’, 
which is included on the disc. It costs £10 in 
the Christian Resources Bookshop in St. 
Martins House (0116 261 5222) and via the 
website: 

 

 http://www.kingrichardinleicester.com/shop/  
 
The full play list of music can be viewed on the 
website or you can obtain a list from our 
secretary if you do not have internet access. 
 
Rev. Pete 
Hobson, who was 
the project manager 
for the reburial of 
Richard III, has 
written a book 
about the process 
called, ‘How to bury 
a King’, which is 
also available from 
the above sources 
for £7.99. As Dean 
David quipped at 
the launch event on 
26th March, “I wish 



! 16!

we’d had this book when we started!” A 
service and rose laying ceremony was held 
later in Cathedral Gardens, at which the Choirs 
sang some of the music used in the services a 
year earlier. 
 
The Cathedral Chamber Choir, conducted by 
Dr. Chris Ouvry-Johns and accompanied by 
Simon Headley, have recorded music 
composed by Cathedral Songmen Simon Mold 
and Charles Paterson, including the ‘Bells of St. 
Martin’s Mass’, which was composed by 
Charles for the 70th Anniversary of the See of 
Leicester and Hallowing of the Cathedral, the 
Kyrie from which was sung at the Reveal 
Service for Richard III’s tomb. News of a CD is 
to follow. 
 
FRIENDS OF CATHEDRAL MUSIC 
 

A successful 
Gathering for 
FCM members 
was held in 
Leicester on 
Saturday 24th 
and Sunday 

25th September, with 20 members attending 
at some point during the weekend, some 
travelling long distances to be there. The 
Precentor Johannes Arens joined members for 
tea and cakes in St. Martin’s House between 
the Midlands Girls Choirs Evensong and James 
Lancelot’s fine organ recital. On the Saturday, 
there was a half-page article in the Leicester 
Mercury about FCM’s grant to the Cathedral. At 
the Sunday Eucharist, the Diamond Jubilee 
Grant of £25,000 for the Music Foundation was 
presented by Edward Bevin, Press and Publicity 
Manager for FCM, and gratefully received by 
Dean David Monteith and Director of Music Dr. 
Chris Ouvry-Johns. Members then enjoyed 
fellowship and good food during Sunday lunch 
at The Globe. Free time was spent in the 
Richard III Centre and other local museums 
before the RSCM Festal Evensong brought the 
weekend to a close.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

FEDERATION OF OLD 
CHORISTERS’ 

ASSOCIATIONS 
 

The 2016 Festival was hosted by the Wells 
Cathedral Choir Association for the first time 
from 29th April to 1st May. It was a fitting time 
as it was only a few years since Wells 
celebrated 1100 years of the foundation of a 
chorister school which is still a thriving 
cathedral school where the choristers are 
educated. Wells is also England’s smallest city 
and is a stunning place to visit in the 
springtime. Most of the delegates were 
accommodated at the Swan Inn, across the 
Cathedral Close. The festival followed the 

normal pattern of events. A concert was given 
by individual pupils at the school who 
performed to a very high standard and a tour 

of the Cathedral School included the new 
concert hall under construction. The mayor 
welcomed us all to the banquet on the 
Saturday evening and was proud to acclaim 
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that he had been a chorister at Belfast 
Cathedral so we were in safe hands. 
 

John Thorpe and I and our respective wives 
and Malcolm Gregory attended on behalf of 
our association.  
 

Photographs by kind permission of Tom Lindsey 
 
The 2016 Annual General Meeting was 
held at Wakefield Cathedral on Saturday 7th 
May as part of their Golden Jubilee 
celebrations. One of our former choristers, 
Tom Moore, is Director of Music at Wakefield 
and it was nice to meet up with him again.  
Delegates were also invited to attend Choral 
Evensong on Friday 6th May which also 
remembered the life of John Scott (OC) and 
included a new anthem composed for the 
occasion by Simon Lindley. Following a drinks 
reception in the Crypt, a dinner was held in the 
Cathedral Nave at which the guest speaker 
was Neil Collier, Managing Director of Priory 
Records. Wakefield Cathedral was transformed 
in 2013 with the restoration of the nave 
including the removal of the pews which has 
much improved the acoustics. 

On the Saturday, the format followed 
the usual arrangements for the federation 

AGM. My term of office as Federation 
Secretary, a position I had held for seven 
years, came to an end after I had given a 
year’s notice that I would not be seeking re-
election.  A trip to The Hepworth, one of 
Britain’s leading galleries, had been arranged 
for those not attending the meeting itself. The 
two days came to a conclusion with attendance 
at choral evensong once again. 

Geoffrey Carter, and I and our 
respective wives attended on behalf of our 
association. Thanks were expressed to the 
Authorities at Wakefield Cathedral and to the 
Old Choristers’ Association for their kind 
hospitality. 

Richard Belton 
   

FINANCIAL REPORT 
 

Members of the Association’s 
committee continue to be very 
grateful for the support given 
by our Members and Patrons. 
Total cash balances as at the 
year end on 31st March 2016 
were £7,392 of which £2,647 

was working capital and £4,745 was life 
membership deposits. I feel that it is therefore 
appropriate that I give an update on how we 
have recently allocated monies from our 
working capital.  

As you are all aware, the main objective 
from our association constitution states: “To 
advance the education of the public in the art 
and science of English cathedral music by 
supporting and furthering the provision of this 
music by organists, songmen, the boys and 
girls of the Cathedral Choir, thus helping to 
ensure that its tradition is maintained and 
developed as part of the Cathedral’s worship 
and heritage.”  It is therefore essential, in 
order to maintain our charitable status which 
gives us the opportunity to increase our 
income by claiming gift aid from HMRC on 
your subscriptions and donations where 
applicable, that the association prioritises its 
expenditure to fulfil this objective. To this 
effect, I am able to confirm that; 

• the four books to present choristers 
continue to be  awarded which amount 
to £60 per annum 

• donations to choir tours, to subsidise 
choristers whose parents would not 
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otherwise have been able to afford the 
cost, amounted to £300 in 2015 and 
again in 2016 

• in 2016, the committee agreed to cover 
the cost of £600 for fifty new music 
folders for the choir and labels will be 
produced to acknowledge this inside 
each one 

• young songman and OC, Andrew 
Goodrich, had been raising funds for his 
tour of China with the National Youth 
Choir and the association agreed to 
donate £50 (see Members Notes) 

 
In addition to this, the following donations 
have also been paid out 

• Annual subscription of £20 to the 
Federation of Cathedral Old Choristers’ 
Associations    

• Annual donation to the Friends of 
Cathedral Music of £50 in 2015 and 
£100 in 2016 being FCM’s Diamond 
Jubilee year 

• Annual donation of £50 to the Friends 
of Leicester Cathedral  

• Donation of £25 to OC Shane Hull who 
took part in the 2016 Great North Run 
raising money for Alzheimer’s Research 
in memory of his father (see Members 
Notes)   

 
Committee meetings had historically been 
held in the evening at the home of a 
committee member. It also meant that Chris 
Ouvry-Johns, the Director of Music, and his 
assistant, Simon Headley, had to give up an 
evening to attend. Although the association is 
not eligible for free use of any of the meeting 
rooms in St Martins House, the decision was 
taken in 2016 to book a room for committee 
meetings and the Annual General Meeting. 
Committee meetings now take place during 
the working day, not only because the 
remainder of the current members are retired, 
but also so that Chris and Simon can attend 
more easily. The cost of this has been offset 
by cutting down on postage and stationery 
costs by using email where possible.  
 
Out of a total of 110 current paid up members 
(62 Full, Associate 33, Affiliated 2 and Patrons 
13) 96 are recorded in our records as having 

an email address. 34 are life members, 51 pay 
by standing order and 25 by cheque.   
 
Please do let me know if you require any 
further information. 

Richard Belton, Treasurer 
 

LCOCA AGM - REPORT 
 

At 5:20 on many a Saturday afternoon in days 
gone by, the conversations in the 
Song School would have been 
about railway locomotives or 
Midland Red buses spotted, miles 
cycled, or the football results.  At 
17:20 hrs on Thursday 21st April 
2016 a similar spirit of friendly 

rivalry pervaded the Cathedral South Aisle 
during a discussion of… John Lewis car park 
tickets.  Whose ticket showed an arrival time 
closest to the 5 o’clock start of the cheap 
evening rate?  The winner showed 17:01, with 
the sad result that this competition cannot be 
repeated under existing rules!  More formal 
activities then ensued. 

This was to be the first time that the 
Association’s AGM had been held on a 
Thursday evening.  This came about partly 
because the move of Sunday afternoon Choral 
Evensong to 3 o’clock has made previous 
arrangements impractical.  The new timing of 
our AGM has been chosen as it will still allow 
association members to attend a choral 
evensong sung by a full choir and also because 
those members who are church organists may 
be more free to attend.  On this occasion, 
Evensong was sung by the boys and songmen 
and included Responses by Clucas, Stanford in 
C and the anthem ‘Ye Choirs of New 
Jerusalem,’ also by Stanford.    Association 
members then adjourned to The Herrick Room 
in St Martins House and enjoyed light 
refreshments provided by that organisation 
before embarking on the business of the AGM. 

John Thorpe, chairman, opened the 
meeting in prayer, remembering Brian Cundill, 
Michael Bourne, Theo Saunders, Peter Nelson 
and Lesley Jones, all of whom had died since 
the last meeting.  Apologies had been received 
from fourteen members. 

A financial report for the year appears 
elsewhere in this newsletter. 



! 19!

Some discussion took place on the 
vacant role of Association Secretary.  An 
appropriate process has subsequently been 
completed; please see the list of officers on 
page 3 

The assembled company agreed that 
the new timing had fulfilled its objectives and 
that the 2017 AGM should follow the same 
format. 

Nick Basford, Minutes Secretary 
 

LCOCA REUNION - REPORT 
 

The 2016 Association Reunion 
took place on Sunday 18th 
September, to a new format 
which had seen the AGM take 
place on a different occasion 
earlier in the year.  This year’s 
arrangement allowed members 

of the Association to be involved throughout 
the Cathedral day. At the 10.30a.m. morning 
Eucharist, the baptism of Harry David Dalby 
took place, son of OC Richard Dalby. Many 
friends and family were in attendance and 
Richard Belton felt very honoured and 
privileged to be invited to present Harry with a 
lit candle at the end of the service.  

More members of the Association were 
involved in Choral Evensong.  Mrs Linda Green, 
our association secretary, read the first lesson.  
David Briers, chairman of trustees and 
administrator of the George Gray Memorial 
Trust, read the second. Others had joined the 
Boys, Junior Girls and Songmen to rehearse 
the music for the service, which included 
Charles Stanford’s Evening Service in C and the 
anthem ‘And I saw a new heaven’ by Edgar 
Bainton.   

The presentations then began, and as 
they haven’t been made for a while, there 
were a lot of them!  The Presentation of Hymn 
Book Awards took place after the anthem. 
These hymn books are given, by the Cathedral, 
to choristers who have ended their time with 
the boys or junior girls choirs.  A hymn (‘When 
in our music God is glorified’) came next, 
followed by the Association’s presentations.  
The Old Choristers Book Awards are presented 
to members of the choir who have not only 
excelled as choristers but have also shown 
excellent understanding of the Christian faith.  

A new presentation this year was the ‘Progress 
Award,’ donated by an anonymous member of 
the Association.   

The scholarship cheques from The 
George Gray Memorial Trust followed.  The 
move of the Association Reunion to a date in 
September and the tradition that the 
scholarship cheques be presented at this event 
means that these awards can now align with 
the choristers’ academic year, hence the 
reference made in the Order of Service to ‘the 
2015-2016 scholars’ is more meaningful than it 
may have been previously. 

Formal, spiritual and musical matters 
concluded, the assembled company of proud 
award winners, proud parents, choristers, 
songmen, old choristers (some of whom were 
robed members of the choir), clergy and 
congregation gathered in the Cathedral South 
Aisle for refreshments ably provided by our 
Association Secretary and a myriad of helpers. 
We greatly appreciate their help and efficiency 
in adding to the event. 

 

The recipients of the awards are: 
 

Hymn Book Awards 
(presented on behalf of the Cathedral) 
 

Darcie Furniss, Cerys Rogers, Sarah Pallett, 
Clara Richards, Alice Hadjipetrou, Lisa Masore, 
Deborah Potter, Jemma Halpine, Isabella 
Ramsey, Richard Arens, George Bryan, 
Jeremiah Fitchett, Joseph Bannerjee, Peter 
Needham, James Upton, George Gibson, 
Benjamin Schwabe. 
 

Book Awards 
(from the Old Choristers’ Association) 

 

Richard Arens, Sarah Pallett, Hattie Brooks, 
Tochukwu Magulike. 
 

Progress Awards 
(from an anonymous donor) 
 

Alex Edgley, Logan Bott, Elizabeth Nattrass. 
 

George Gray Memorial Trust 
Scholarship cheques 
 

Thomas Good, James Upton, Richard Arens, 
Darcie Furniss, Lisa Masore, Catherine Pallett, 
Alicia Moreton, Natasha Pires. 

 
Nick Basford 



! 20!

DR GEORGE GRAY 
MEMORIAL TRUST 

 
The trustees continue to offer scholarships to 
choristers to help maintain the high standard and 
choral tradition expected of a Cathedral Choir.  
 
At the 2016 Annual Meeting, the trustees were 
asked to consider a proposition put forward by the 
Director of Music that in future he invites choristers 
to apply for the scholarships each year by 
completing an application form, countersigned by 
the parent/carer, and asking for a sum of money 
up to a maximum amount agreed by the trustees 
for a particular thing they would like to undertake 
to support their musical education. That could be 
for taxi fares to and from the Cathedral, or for a 
new clarinet/flute/etc. (if they are having 
instrumental lessons), or for a summer school such 
as Eton Choral Course, or money towards 
instrumental/singing lessons. In the case of 
something like buying a new instrument or going 
on a course, it would be a one-off, although he 
might want to give a scholar, elected on that basis, 
preferential treatment when it came to the next 
year’s applications. In the case of on-going costs, 
such as instrumental tuition or taxi fares, the 
scholarship could continue as long as the scholar 
kept having those lessons, or kept needing help 
with transport (and subject to satisfactory 
progress). This would have the advantage that, if 
money became tight, the trustees could simply 

announce that a lower sum of money is available 
for scholarships in a particular year. 
In order to help to raise the profile of the 
scholarships among the membership of the choir, 
in the hope that younger choristers will aspire to 
them and thereby encouraged to work harder, it 
was suggested the scholarships are handed out at 
the annual reunion service of the Old Choristers’ 
Association in September, after the end of the 
academic year instead of after the end of the 
calendar year. 
The trustees were favourably impressed by this 
proposition and the sum of £2,400 was made 
available for payment in the coming year. 
 
In light of the above changes, the accounts for the 
eighteen-month period from 1st March 2015 were 
presented. These showed assets of £105,163 and 
donations and tax recovered on those donations 
totalling £750. 
 
The names associated with the Scholarships are: 
  
Dr George Gray 1    
Dr George Gray 2 
 
Leicester Cathedral Old Choristers’ 
Association 
Friends of Cathedral Music   
Bishop Ronald and Mrs Cicely Williams 
Stephen and Mary (nee Gray) Harland 
Helen Jean Cope Trust 
Lionel Hamer (former songman) 
 
All scholarships, including those offered by the 
Cathedral, are recorded in leather bound registers 
and we are grateful to Chris Martyn, a former 
songman and choir parent, who continues to 
update these for us on a regular basis.  Finally, our 
thanks are extended as always, to David Briers for 
acting as Chairman/Administrator, ably assisted by 
his wife Julie on the secretarial side. 

 
Richard Belton 

 
REMINISCENCES 

 

Last year in the LCOCA Newsletter I asked if 
you have any photos or memories you can 
share. I have had very little feedback and we 
are always happy to reminisce. Any more 
photos like these out there? Let us know… 
 
The cathedral spire has dominated the city for 
over 150 years and here are three images: 
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The first is a photo I took in the 1960s 
showing how filthy the Brandon spire was at 
that time and beside it is a later one showing it 
after the superb restoration in the 2000s 
during which the crosses were reinstated on 
the lucarnes. It has been restored before 
although in an earlier restoration these crosses  
were removed and one can see they are 
absent from the 1960s picture. 

  
ARCHIVE 

 
Kim Hull and his wife Wendy celebrated their 
33rd wedding anniversary this year having 
being married at the Cathedral in 1983. Kim 
has sent us a photograph for our archives and 
we were able to identify the names of all the 
choristers thereon. 

 
 

However, in the third view of the spire, I never 
thought that I would see this particular flag 
flying so proudly over the Vaughan Porch to 
welcome all the visitors to our cathedral! 

 
David Fisher 

 

♯Fearless ! 
 

 
 
 
On the left from the left    
1. Charles King, 2. Jeremy Turner, 3. Phillip 
Wright, 4. Charles White, 5. James Ward, 6. 
Peter Cowling, 7. Edward Hull. 
On the right from the left 
1. James Uprichard, 2. Gareth Martyn, 3. Peter 
Collett, 4. Edward White 
5. Jonathan Cooper 
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The first Butlin’s Holiday Camp was opened in 
Skegness on 11th April 1936 and so 2016 was 
the 80th anniversary. In 1956, being the 20th 
anniversary, Leicester Cathedral hosted a 
“Service of Reunion for Butlin’s Holiday 
Campers”. Our archives contain a copy of the 
Order of Service and I can only assume that 
this was given to us by a former chorister who 
sang at that service. The service was 
conducted by the Provost, assisted by the 
Revd. Canon Tom Pugh. The preacher was the 
Bishop of Southampton and Dr Gray was the 
organist. The introit was Oculi Omnium by 
Charles Wood and the anthem, the Cherubic 
Hymn by Lvorsky. I have offered a copy of the 
service order to the archivist at Butlin’s who I 
hope will be able to give us some more 
information but at the time of writing, the offer 
has not been taken up. 
 
We are also currently drawing up registers of 
all items we are holding and looking at the 
possibility of storing some of these 
electronically. If you have anything to be 
included, please do let us know. 

 
Richard Belton 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AND SO TO MUSIC 
by Roy-Anthony Birch 

  
In a year of notable Centennial 
Commemorations – the final withdrawal of 
Allied troops from Gallipoli and the battles of 
Jutland, Verdun, and The Somme, there is 
another event from 1916 which ought not to 
be overlooked: the founding of an organisation 
whose legacy still rings in our collective ears. 
  

The Fight For Right 
movement was the brainchild 
of the enigmatic Sir Francis 
Younghusband (1863-
1942), whose varied careers 
led him from ardent 
imperialist to oriental mystic, 
taking him from a man of the 

age to one well ahead of his times.  In a letter 
published in The Daily Telegraph on the first 
anniversary of Britain’s entry into the “Great 
European War” he argued that more was 
required than an outright  

 



! 23!

military victory; that a spiritual dimension was 
essential to the vanquishing of the enemy and 
that only then might Britain and her Allies 
occupy the higher moral ground.  He wrote 
“We are engaged in a spiritual conflict; a holy 
war; the Fight For Right Till Right Be 
Won”.  Granted, this sounds somewhat 
idealistic rather than practical: quite how it was 
to be realised seems unclear.  But at least one 
good thing came out of it; something which is 
now dear to so many British hearts and 
endures long after the Fight For Right 
movement has been forgotten. 
  
Back in 1915, however, Sir Francis’ letter 
struck a chord with the British public.  An 
exploratory meeting, held at his Trafalgar 
House office in London’s Waterloo Place in 
September, was followed by a 
public event to promote the 
movement in November.  No 
less a figure than the eminent 
man of letters, Sir Henry 
Newbolt (1862-1938), 
presided and “laid the 
foundation-stone of a new movement”, 
according to a correspondent from The 
Times.  Lines from Sir Henry’s poem Vitai 
Lampada – “There’s a breathless hush in the 
close tonight” etc., will be familiar to many, 
and he is otherwise remembered as the author 
of volumes IV and V of the official Naval 
History of The 1914-18 War.  His advocacy of 
Fight For Right straightway attracted others to 
the cause such as the prominent 
parliamentarian Lord Bryce, the future 
Archbishop of Canterbury, then styled simply 
as the Reverend William Temple, and Mrs 
Henry Fawcett, non–militant proponent of 
women’s suffrage. 
  

Such was the momentum 
of the movement that two 
mass rallies were held at 
London‘s famous Queen’s 
Hall in March 1916, with 
the Poet Laureate, 
Robert Bridges (1844-
1930), presiding at the 
second event on the 

28th.  Speaking as a Vice-President of Fight For 
Right he declared that “We have already a 

powerful list of supporters who agree as to the 
real need of such a movement if the spirit of 
the whole nation is so to be stiffened that it 
shall refuse all temptations, however insidious, 
to the conclusion of a premature peace, and 
accept with cheerfulness the sacrifices which 
every citizen must face if the war is to be 
carried through to a decisive victory”.  
  
His involvement in Fight For Right, however, 
led to Bridges being the catalyst for something 
infinitely greater than the movement ever 
was.  An outpouring of music, both popular 
and so-called “classical”, persisted throughout 
the 1914-18 War; songs to encourage 
enlistment or in praise of those already 
serving; songs in support of a plethora of 
charitable causes or saluting Victoria Cross 
heroes, with others either denouncing or 
lampooning the loathsome Hun.  Songs had 
already been written for Fight For Right.  One 
such, by Mr Ernest Austin, had been somewhat 
sniffily dismissed by The Times’ correspondent 
at the November 1915 meeting: “The words 
are not remarkable; the tune is not a 
masterpiece”.  Bridges was determined that his 
movement should have 
something of an altogether 
superior sort.  Thus it was 
that he approached his friend 
Sir Hubert Parry (1848-
1918), a fellow Vice-President 
and one of Britain’s most 
celebrated musicians, with the 
idea of setting words which he – Bridges, 
thought encapsulated the spirit of Fight For 
Right.  The stanzas were taken from William 
Blake’s poem Milton, a tribute to the prolific 
17th-century author, beginning with the lines 
“And did those feet in ancient time Walk upon 
England’s mountains green?”. 
  

Undaunted by an habitually heavy workload - 
he was Director of The Royal College of Music 
and chairman of organisations staging hospital 
concerts for the wounded throughout England 
& Wales - Sir Hubert promptly crafted a setting 
of Blake’s verses and seemed to think little of 
it!  A typically laconic entry in his diary reads: 
“Friday March 10th 1916: wet and very cold; 
wrote a tune for some words of Blake’s, 
Bridges sent me.  12.30 Bridges, about affairs 
at the Board and to luncheon”.  Yet the work 
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was a resounding success at the Queen’s Hall 
rally on 28th March 1916. 
  

Given that Parry died in October 1918, he 
could barely have envisaged how his And did 
those feet in ancient time?, as it was initially 
titled, would take flight.  He became 
disillusioned with the Fight For Right 
movement as it veered from a wholesome 
outward looking patriotism towards a more 
virulent jingoism which he found entirely 
repugnant.  He withdrew the rights to the 
manuscript from the movement and 
transferred them to Mrs Fawcett’s National 
Union of Women’s Suffrage Societies who 
retained them until the granting of the general 
franchise in 1928.  The Union then agreed with 
Parry’s executors that the manuscript rights 
should be vested in the Women’s Institute, so 
enabling the song (not, strictly speaking, a 
hymn) to become a mainstay of that 
organisation, as well as a perennial favourite at 
the last night of “The Proms”.  It is now an 
established favourite at innumerable sporting 
venues, several beyond our shores, largely 
thanks to supporters of the England cricket 
team traveling abroad.  All of which testifies to 
the song’s almost universal popularity. 
 

LOOKING BACK 
 

This final image of the cathedral, also used on 
the front cover, is an exterior image from the 
south and is a scan 
of a picture I have 
on my study wall. I 
sent the image to 

Neil Crutchley to be dated and he discovered it 
is printed in a book called Leicester, its 
Civic, Industrial and Social Life by Charles 
Howes, published in 1927. That means the 
picture is certainly no later than that date. Neil 
suspects it may have been taken specifically 
for the book as St. Martin's had just been 
hallowed as the Cathedral and was, therefore, 
"in the news" especially as there is also a 
picture of and a piece on Provost Macnutt as 
he'd just become. 

 
Have you any other photos of our cathedral – 
new or from the past – which would interest 
readers of this newsletter next year? 
 
This, for example, is the sort of thing we are 
looking forward in our plans to have a fully 
catalogued archive of all we have on the 
cathedral choirs since the founding of the 
cathedral. 
 

A REMINDER 
 

Please contact our General Secretary if 
you have any news, photos or other 
information you wish to pass on for the 
2017 LCOCA Newsletter or our Archives. 
Linda Green’s contact details are: 
 

64 Beaumont Leys Lane 
Leicester, LE4 2BA  

Email: lcoca.secretary@gmail.com 
 

ENGLISH CATHEDRALS QUIZ 
 
This on-line quiz: 
 

https://www.sporcle.com/games/triv/e
nglish-cathedrals-slideshow 
 

was sent to me with a challenge to beat a 
friend in terms of getting them all right in the 
shortest time. You can see from the screenshot 
below that I managed (on only one go) to 
recognise all 42 cathedrals in 5 minutes: 50 
seconds. Have a go [just once] and see if you 
can beat that time with a 100% score. 
 

David Fisher 


